





Controlling

WILD
OATS

There is no quick or easy way to rid a
field of wild oats. But the job is by no
means hopeless. It is possible to clean
up a field by following good rotation and
tillage practices. This calls for good
judgment and persistence. The most re-

liable ways for small grain farmers to -

eliminate the weed are those based on
getting the wild oat seed to sprout and
then to destroy the plants before they
reseed.

Once a field becomes infested with
wild oat seed, the problem is serious,
and the job of weed elimination is not
easy. Canadian workers have reported
that, in one season, as many as 21 bushels
of wild oat seed per acre have shattered
before the wheat crop was harvested. On
some fields that have been examined,
the plow layer has contained as high as
71 bushels of these noxious weed seeds
per acre. These figures emphasize the
severity of the wild oat problem, and the
difficulty of its solution.

Ask your County Extension Agent for
a copy of NDAC Circular A-276 “Con-
trolling Wild Oats”. It has a lot of in-
formation in it that you'll need in estab-
lishing satisfactory control measures.
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