I Market Price of Hogs

By Clayton N. Haugse!, V. K. Johnson?, Warren DeKrey? and M. L. Buchanan*

RICES for hogs are the most

variable of all livestock prices. In
the past 18 months at the Union
Stockyards, West Fargo, North Da-
kota, prices of slaughter hogs chang-
ed from $20 per 100 pounds in June,
1955 to $9.80 in December, 1955, back
up to $18 in May, 1956 and then
down again.

Part of this variability in hog
prices is seasonal. It arises from the
seasonal pattern of farrowing, rais-
ing and marketing of hogs. Typical
seasonal trends are repeated year
after year. The price pattern in
North Dakota indicates two peaks.
The 1947 to 1955 price curve shows
the first peak in February and
March, with the second, which is
the higher, in August and Septem-
ber. The low price dip for the year
is in November, December and
January.

More hogs are marketed in the
late fall and early winter than any
other season. (5) December is the
top month in marketing for the
United States, while November is
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the high month for marketing in
North Dakota. In a typical year, in
3 months, November, December,
January, 30 percent of the year’s
total hog production is slaughtered in
the United States and about 50 per-
cent of North Dakota’s production.

When the sows are bred there is
little that can be done about the
season of the year in which their
litters are to be marketed. Various
methods of feeding and manage-
ment may be employed to help
change the time of market, or the
hogs can be carried to heavier
weights and then marketed, but all
in all, the season of marketing is
foretold when the sows are bred.

When the breeding and farrowing
program is set up to fit your own
particular farm, the next thing to
look forward to is the marketing of
the hogs raised. In marketing of
slaughter hogs, the weight at which
they are sold is of utmost import-
ance. In preliminary analysis of data
from the Union Stockyards, West
Fargo, the preferred weight range
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Figure 1 shows the comparison of

is between 190 to 220 pounds. This
is the weight range on which the
highest price for slaughter hogs is
received consistently throughout the

Table I shows these changes by
the month for the various weight
the weight groups using the 200 to

year. The change in price received
varies from one month to another,

depending on the number of butch-
ranges. The market high each month

does

ed and the average price for the
220 pound hog as a basis. Only part
of the weight groups are charted, to
allow easier interpretation. Weight

average weight of the hogs market-
month,

er hogs available and on the existing
same weight group. The price for
any one weight group tends to be
affected by the supply in that mon-
th and the weight of the hogs being
marketed. Table I also gives the

from one weight group to another
price level,

groups
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It can be seen from these prelimi-
T

nary data that the highest price is
not always paid for the 200 to 220
year other weight hogs have more
demand and receive the higher
price. The average weighted price
for the year shows that the 180 to
200 pound slaughter hog brings the

pound

18R PRIYFEOM B U0 POIBINOIEY ST 90Lid HERIAAR 9T T
ag i1 h.uﬂzn_yh ur ::.3& sea g09loxd .oE
A Amm.@c c._i.n T YSOM v_.:dﬁ_usm :oED. Ecc .@edt Argurueiaa gy

AR ¥IUP ONg

116 612 116 [qLa 108 e 902 062 0€e €63 g 234

JYLI0M 9FRIIAY

[[BWS DI0M PHIONIBUT 2 IoqUIn\, *
QU ST 18 S[(R[IBAT SIOQUINT [[RUIS O} anp YI1Y s or:Q STy

OI'F1 87’8 00°0T 6811 GF'FT  €Z°FT  8G'ST  I6'FL  $8°EL 09 F1 COFT  eR°&L

.......... - 008 FaA0

S¢FT 676 00°IT "06°TL  €4°%1 00°GL "00°9L 9121 06'FT OL'ST  99°%1 e6&¥L 77 oot 006-182
88'¥L 076 P11 16711 29°¢1 00°¢1 8E'OT  OT'61  9¢°4T  S0'9T  Gg€'¢L 1g'¢r 0 oottt 08¢-19a
00°¢T 086 LPIT 82T €0°GT -99°9T  SF'OL  62°6L 8¥'9L &F'9L  TI°9T go'¢r o oot 09¢-1%¢
T0°¢T  LT'OT  I8°I1  09'€T  OL'9L L8'ST  CP'AT  O4'6T 06°9T  LT'LL  L&°9T 9F'01L i oo 0¥e-18a
99°¢T 9201 @811 O0S'§T @6'¢l €991 8C'AT #4761 8ELL ¢G'AL 999l TL9T ot oot 0G¢-TOT
9L°¢1 20T 8L'TT 6¢°€0 O8°¢T  €2°0L 08 LT 8L'61 &A1 Q¢ LT 6991 L1 70 ~rorrrriis 002181
8F'¢l  G0'0I SR'IT  Te'dT  LL°C1  9¢'4l  &F° LT EF'8T 86791 00721 GE'9L 6p'91 "0 oo O81-091
Bay ree(T TAON] 190 “dog .w=< Amr ounp ARy [udy TR Yoq guwp (sv c:o&
P9} YIOM

RIEIEYYY f::;\ $O0L. 5

‘CC6T ‘ogaeyg umokw .z:anaﬂob vv.:w X v_uSw QOED|&§Q h.anz.::o.:wy I .Hq.m:d

10



‘POAISHAL so1d BYF WOIY PAINBIIGNS 318 (g) $1S0D UOHBIIV] ‘UOTIEISeS pue (T) $3860 Paoy ay], -o8ust EOM IR} 107 9011d A[IBaA 9FRIDAR 21]) PAAIDIRL pu®

sANOIH JIFIOM SNONLBA 941 18 PlOs 2124 850y a7} e Surunsss ‘o T ,omnma 289 Ay ‘SPIBAY001Q uoIu) ‘B3P SLRuTnIoId urory 0.:.:._ QARIDAT WIOIJ PAINKIIAYSP ST 1JOI e
"$1$00 JUSWAZEUBW Pus uonanpold ayy puv ‘SUOTYRL UOT BB PUB VOTERIEAT JO 1800 A3 ‘Poa O 9800 B3 ST 9o11d UAAA YBAIg:

~20GR] Puk sedod UOMHRVIAIP UOWISIAUT TO SAIANUL JO JSIEUI0N §I800 INSYT, "§150D {8303 oyl Jo aFujusnted Jomo ©

QUIOVD( $ISOY LYY ‘S¥BAINAD T IN0A I0 JFTOM Oy) Sy SIYBIAM JONIRW 0] B0 Furonpod 1o 83800 [830] 93 JO JuadIad ¢ 9 03 PADPISUOD ALB JUIWOTBUTW PUB U0}

-ozvo.rm *880] Fuleq jyoid Sui[nsas 23 YIIm pas

150D 921$ 1911] ¢% a8waIdUl pinom Fid Jad 9802 ay T, “S1d Jod ¢ §i§ 10 1800 B O PINOM S1UJ OFRIIAR TF1d § B Fundpisuo))

*Mos god QT Ze§ 10 1800 (8101 B SIS, "ARp Jad s3U80 7 uo IR0D B IW (BYOAM §) U0yl :oﬁﬂoﬂ YL f:» ‘ABp 10d S1U00 QT IR POINTIY KT UOTIRI .3517@4 a9 Jo anou EUAR
(I S1RL) OBIB T 9894 ‘SPIBAND0)g uotufy ‘riep AJrRuTinald :S.d PIYR[UATED ATom S80I ABRISAYL
‘o) 5_._ Nn*. 1% GOE.E 2173 J0 a211d U} Y3in PaIB[NOTED 913 1800 Paa.Ir

0g°Z GEET 09°® = Z0'¢+ 8¢'g GL &P 01 : 25 91E1
¢6°¢ ¥G €1 0F'8 - 8% + 8¢'¢ 049" e¥ ¢o ¥l 2478061
60° ¢ 90° €T 07'8 =79V 1 85°¢€ ¥O9 1% 88'FI 221601
69° ¥ 06 "€1 88 L = 08'¥ 1 8¢ ¢ 000" 6€ 0o'¢el CL'8LG
¥o¢ 99°G1 09°4 =20°F + 84°¢ ¥20° 9% 10°¢1 LE 948
|89 8921 8T°L = 09'¢+ 8¢'¢E [ 49°461 91" ¥84
8L'9 L8zl GL'O 1z LT°G -+ 8C'8 08¢ T¢ 9L ¢1 96169
29°¢ €6 gl 480 = 6L°% + 89°% 08 L8 8% ¢l €9°809
83 ¢l 66°¢ =1p'g+8eeg 0 Ut e 1¢°Ge¢
g Latliki] :cﬁv.:vo.a §150D dnousd JTTTem SANOLT JUTom Peoy (2a13B[(UUIDDE)
YOI ] UAAI-JWAIY Put JudwdsruE snjd Poe9] pu® anjra Jo anpea (B0, Aq 807 10J £001L{  JO 4807y pPaunbox pody|

UOTIEL UOTIRIOE| B UOIPBRISIL) UMY 90U P
9 ¥ ¢ g T

........ ”....H.......A....”cmm-acw

?Tﬂmcﬁ
anoay) 44sI A

"S30H 1YBIo A 1URIaJFIQ 10§ SUINJOY PUV SISO TT1 [TV,

; 5 G « N
28 ELHTEEwe S5 HEn 28 afddiT
=5 Omoeaamo m.lagﬂ R R R w o 2o
2 HOcSlm woE O @ &= 0 BTGy
S = = nnwgeef,BStS ™ 3 ® 3
, T LSPLRESTE fuaf R0 RERES
_L...m %t ag.lp.MOFe QT anos&ndf [= =)
= S8 e o e s g s H S o =5 0§ o B
_0\} o aa ba) fdd .w._uu.hoa m\.warsop.b
A o FOTE pO.tm(Sageds
=) oS v EGRTES o I S =i~ EUCHREY
|2 lgnnens | BEF B0 LF82°%88 ol oflobne3 S8
| g | §EBRdS g mO5EFSLTSe §SE° €8 5
| B ldQeemw T PESHCE Y Rt T SNTIE= Bl = = I~ BT B
- & lom © lwwimm h/.l%eoc duo K3
g S8 S4TLo388F LT585239 28645
[ w9, m..mn ..MCFC me @ Oduﬂe =
: - [hat ~ vd o wh
| R SEESTenSE STFULRR B,
N PpEZcBE.C S5§2 £858.,27
B2 8°8 8 R L L
Q SL RHE ~23 HSO o= Ey BT ST
b =t — =] =2 8= £ o A S|
wn©T P 2R EZ 02 8" Re M S8
S Be2ofo8%8 AEEuEP oA ngRoT
N R3S ZgEg 8O b B Y oW E Ry o
5= = £~ w Do U =
& ER. 88 .85 FeER. 85958288853
¥ D883 EQ LeoBomBasdmas

sumption is shown in table III.
feed per 100 pounds gain.

highest price
in Morrison
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Table III lists the costs and shows
the differences between costs and

prices received, The greatest return
shown in the profit column is for the

200 to 220 pound hogs. The 180 to

200 pound weight is quite similar,

is

An explanation for this

with all other groups considerably
that sufficient numbers of hogs are

lower. The profit resulting from the

260 to 280 pound hogs is greater
than profit from 240 to 260 pound

hogs.
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marketed at various weights up to
260 pounds. The number of hogs
marketed above 260 pounds is small
and the greater part of these hogs
are marketed during spring months
when prices were generally higher.

Summary

1. No single weight group received
the highest price throughout the
'year. The 200 to 220 pound group

was the most consistent (fig. 1)..

2. The weight at which hogs are
marketed is an important factor
in the return over feed and pro-
duction costs.

3. Preliminary data indicate the
best weight range to market hogs

is 200 to 220 pounds.

COVER STORY

WILD OATS infestation can be a
serious problem. There is no quick or
easy way to get rid of them. But it is
possible to clean up a field by follow-
ing good rotation and tillage practices.
The most reliable ways for small grain
farmers to eliminate the weed are those
based on getting the seed to sprout
and then to destroy the plants before
they reseed. You should know the basic
facts about wild oats. It's to your econ-
omic advantage to control them. Ask
your county extension agent for NDAC
Circular A-276, “Controlling Wild Oats.”
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NE of the dominant characteris-
tics of North Dakota agriculture

is continued change. With bigger
and more efficient farm machinery,
improved plants and animals, and
increased use of fertilizers and other
agricultural chemicals, farmers pro-
duce much more than formerly in
each hour of work. With increased
prices for materials and equipment
adding to their costs, farmers are
finding it essential to increase the
size of their business to maintain a
satisfactory income.

The agricultural census of 1954

indicates some of the adjustments’

North Dakota farmers are making.
Family-sized farms that provided an
adequate income only a few years
ago are being replaced by larger
units. The trend is not as pronoun-
ced in North Dakota as it is in such
states as Wyoming, and the decrease
in number of farms is greater in
both South Dakota and Minnesota.
However, North Dakota exceeds
South Dakota and Minnesota in the
percentage increase in the average
size of farms. (figure 1)

In North Dakota the number of
farms of 1,000 acres and over in-
creased from 8,775 in 1950 to 9,925
in 1954. As a substantial number of
large farms become larger, the num-
ber of medium and small farms de-
cline. The 500 to 999 acre farms
decreased only slightly from 22,086
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