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RENEWING RURAL SMALL TOWN LIFE:
                     INTERGENERATIONAL INTERACTION AS A KEY TO COMMUNITY



HOPE

the beginning...

How would a rural community be renewed 
through reawakened development?
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“Wherever there are beginners and experts, old and young, there is 
some kind of learning going on, some kind of teaching. We are all pupils 

and we are all teachers.”
                                                                                                      - Gilbert Highet

“Intergenerational programs promote the transmission of cultural 
traditions and values from older and younger generations, helping 
to build a sense of personal and societal identity while encouraging 

tolerance.”
                                                                                                               - Generations United

“With active participation of the elderly, rural communities may be in a 
stronger position, not only to survive but to thrive.”

                                                                               - Neil C. Bull

“Older persons are not just ‘another problem’ to be addressed by 
society. They are a resource, provided that they are given the opportunity 

to be such.” 
                                                                               - Neil C. Bull



IRVIN HOTEL

1915

1922

1950s

2015

context



IRVIN HOTEL



IRVIN HOTEL

cccccccccooooooooonnnnnnnttttttttteeeeeeeeeexxxxxxxxxxttttttttt



NEIGHBORHOOD



design process

IRVIN HOTEL

DN

DN

UP

UP

DN

 1" = 10'-0"
1

IH - L0.5



Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation



Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation basement level



COMMUNITY



Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation main levelma



COMMUNITY



Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation main levelm





Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation cond levelsec



Storage

Dining/Kitchen

Banquet Room

Effi ciency

1 Bedroom

Staff

Mechanical

Historic Hotel Room

2 Bedroom

Laundry

Restroom

Circulation third level



apartment layouts



NEIGHBORHOOD



THE MILL

ccccccccccoooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnntttttttteeeeeeeexxxxxxxxxxxttttttt

looking westto the northwest looking southeast



design process

THE MILL



design process

THE MILL



THE MILL



ENERGY



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

main level



SOCIAL



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

main level



ENERGY



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

main level



SOCIAL



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

second level mezzanine



SOCIAL



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

 levelthird 



ENERGY



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

fourth level mezzanine



Mechanical

Storage

Concessions

Exercise

Banquet Room

Pool/Sauna

Restroom

Staff

Circulation

fi fth level



COMMUNITY



COMMUNITY



lllloooooooookkkkiiinnnngggg ssoouuttthhh



lllooooookkkiinnnggg  eeaaassttt



SYNERGY



SYNERGY

structure



SYNERGY

structure



SYNERGY
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8" CONCRETE SLAB

GYPSUM CEILING

METAL DECK

3/4" PLYWOOD

METAL FLASHING

WOOD BLOCKING

2-1/2" WOOD DECKING

6" RIGID INSULATION

EPDM BARRIER

STONE CAP

METAL FLASHING

INSUL. DOUBLE-PANED

WOOD FRAMED WINDOW

METAL FLASHING

WOOD BLOCKING

WOOD BLOCKING

SEALANT

Level 1

-27' - 0"
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THERMAL BREAK
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FEASIBILITY STUDY
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RENEWAL

renew the community spirit

revive the quality of small town life

reawaken the hope of small town life

The overall purpose is to give back to a community 
that shaped who I am and show the residents of 

Kenmare their town is worth investing in even if it is a 
small town not many have heard of. 
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... the end

How would a rural community be renewed 
through reawakened development?

RENEWAL


