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Re  Imagining Main Avenue in Downtown Fargo as a 
Multi  Modal Transit Destination



"If you Plan cities for cars 
and traffic, you get cars and 
traffic.

If you plan cities for 
people and places, you get 
people and places."

- Fred Kent, Founder and President of Project for Public Spaces



The Millennial Generation's
Lifestyle Choices

33%
OF MILLENIALS WANT TO BE 

WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF 
TRANSIT FACILITIES

55%
Do not plan on buying a 

car in the near future and 
25% will only buy one if 
they feel they really need 

one

69%
is the amount of millennials 

who use three 
transportation options to 

reach their destination 
several times a week

T
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What is a complete Street?

Complete Streets are streets for everyone. 
They are designed and operated to enable 

safe access for all users, including 
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and 

transit riders of all ages and abilities. 
complete streets make it easy to cross the 
street, walk to shops, and bicycle to work.

- Smart Growth America



Pearl 
District downtown

Riverfront 
market

portland, oregon little rock, arkansas sioux falls, 
south dakota

Case Studies
examples of perfecting multi modal 

transit corridors



Pearl 
District
portland, oregon

Using the streetcar to bring  
urban infill and an economic 
boom back to the core

Seasonal Events

Modern

Vegetation

Multi-modal Transit Corridor

10,000 housing units & 5.4 million square feet of 
commercial spaces constructed within 2 blocks of 
the line

1,795% ROI on the initial 4.8 mile line and 7,501% 
ROI on the 1.2 mile extension

Land value has increased by almost 500%

Property tax revenue has increased over $1.3 
million



Riverfront 
Market
Little Rock, Arkansas

"First class downtown area, has 
great eateries , great parks and 
walkways, day shops and night 
life activities abound”

-Trip Advisor Review

Narrow intersections 
ensure safety for both 
pedestrians and cyclists

Trolley service allows for 
a unique and historic 
means of transportation 
for visitors and residents

Versatile public space 
opens the possibilities 
for year round events 
and activities

Wide sidewalks and 
attractive building 
frontages encourage a 
vibrant street life both 
day and night

Urban Destinations

Aesthetic Vegetation

Trolley Service

Narrow Road Width



downtown
Neighborhood
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Creating a vibrant, walkable downtown 
requires us to rethink our street systems, 
and this project is one example of our 
efforts to create complete streets in sioux 
falls.

“ “

Mark Cotter, Director of Public Works

“Road Diet” project allows for more 
pedestrian gathering places

Increase in parking spaces along Main 
Avenue in downtown Sioux Falls

Reduction of travel lanes yet little to no 
affect on traffic issues



Case Study Comparisons

Pearl District
Portland, Oregon

Road Diet
with Maintained

or Added Parking

10’+ Sidewalks Bicycle 
Infrastructure

Bus
Circulation

Streetcar
Circulation

Urban
Gathering

Areas

Increased
Safety

Riverfront Market
Little Rock, Arkansas

Downtown
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.Bicycling
Infrastructure

Wide
Sidewalks Vegetation Parking

Increased 
Safety

complete street element rankings

Results Gathered from Survey



?Research Hypothesis

The current construction and design of roadways is not 
sufficient for not only the demands of today, but of the  future. 

As the millennial generation continues to be in favor of 
walkable communities, the cities these people live in need to 
reflect what their citizens desire. Narrower roadways that 
reduce traffic speed, convenient and efficient mass transit 
options, bicycle infrastructure that ensure the safety of all 
users, and wide walkable sidewalks will contribute to the 

future growth of cities. Higher densities and infill projects 
also need to be encouraged so that people walking have 

destinations they can easily access without the use of an 
automobile.



Site IntroductionNorth Dakota
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Site Boundaries & 
Location
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Red River of 
the North

NP Ave. N.

1st Ave. S.

2nd Ave. S.
Island Park

Mid America Steel Site
Proposed Location of 
Convention Center

 » WP42 F.2
 » 95% Plans due  July 15th
 » 95% Comments back by July 29th
 » 100% Plans due September 10th
 » Projected bid opening date- November 15th

» WP42 G 
 » 65% Plans due  November 15th
 » 95% Plans due  February 12, 2016 
 » 100% Plans due March 29, 2016
 » Projected bid opening date- April 28, 2016

 » WP42 G  Includes:
 » All vegetation/plantings for the entire project

• Street trees

• River tree plantings

• River restoration

• Perennial plantings

• Native seed mixes/plugs

• Special turf seed mixes and/or sod

Proposed
City Hall
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IN-TOWN LEVEES + FLOODWALLS LANDSCAPE UPDATE  MARCH 11, 2015    16

NEXT STEPS/FALL DESIGN

Flood Levee Construction &
Building Demolition

Engineered levee will 
further cut off downtown 
from the river

Leaves “dead” space 
on both north & south 
side of levee

Does not use site to it’s 
full potential

Flood protection levee

Over half of corridor is surface parking

Much of the historic architecture was lost to 
urban renewal in the 1960’s and ‘70’s

Overbuilt roadway and lane widths

Overall lack of identity and character

Current corridor restraints



Research  Inventory  Analysis
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Base Map &
Shade Studies

Existing Structures
Downtown Mixed Use Zone

Existing Parking Lots

Existing Structures to be Razed
 Downtown Mixed Use Zone

Existing Driveway

Public and Open Spaces

Base Map

Summer: June 21st, 12:00 PM

Winter: December 21st, 12:00 PM



Bicycle, bus, & historic 
streetcar infrastructure

MatBus Terminal

On-Street Bicycling 

Off-Street Bicycling

Bus Routes
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Traffic counts
2013       2040

18,640 17,150 13,585 18,675

19,400 19,100 16,900 25,400

Main at
University Drive

Main at
7th Street South

Main at
4th Street Intersection

Main at
Main Avenue Bridge

2040

2013



Building Frontage Rankings

Sidewalk Classifications
8’+ Sidewalk Width - Enjoyable

6’-8’ Sidewalk Width - Neutral Enjoyment

Below 6’ Sidewalk Width - Avoid

1)  Active Storefront: Retail, Restaurant, Etc.

2) Green/Open Space: Parks, Plazas, Etc.

3) Neutral Storefronts: Office, Small Windows, Etc.

4) Industrial Frontages: Services, No Windows, Etc.

5) Parking: Concrete and Asphalt Sea Adjacent

6) Inactive/Abandoned: Blank Walls, Vacant Space, Etc. 

Quantifying
the inventory



Building Height Rankings

Setback Rankings

1)  2-5 Stories: Most Comfortable

2) 6+ Stories: Somewhat Comfortable

3) 1 Story: Not Comfortable

1)  Sidewalk Adjacent: Most Comfortable

2) 1-15’: Somewhat Comfortable

3) Over 15’: Not Comfortable

Frontage Density Rankings

Aesthetic Rankings1)  90-100%: Most Comfortable

2) 75-90%: Comfortable

3) 50-75%: Somewhat Comfortable

4) Under 50%: Not Comfortable

1)  Most Appealing: Historic, Unique, Culturally Significant

2) Somewhat Appealing: Generic, Well Kept, Few Windows

3) Not Appealing: Run Down, No Windows, Blank Walls, Etc.

A

B

C

Building &
Block Analysis
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Pedestrian Infrastructure
1)  8’+ Sidewalk Width Adjacent to UD

2) 8’+ Sidewalk Width Not Adjacent to UD

3) 6-8’ Sidewalk Width Adjacent to UD

4) 6-8’ Sidewalk Width Not Adjacent to UD

5) Under 6’ Adjacent to UD

6) Under 6’ Not Adjacent to UD

Bicycling Infrastructure
1)  Cycling Track or Path

2) On-Street Bicycle Lanes or Sharrows

3) 8’+ Sidewalks

Mass Transit Infrastructure
1)  Currently has Mass Transit

2) No Mass Transit

Circulation
Infrastructure Analysis



Conceptual Design



1 2 3

4

Conceptual Park 
Design Drawings

Trying to develop a unique and beautiful park that fits 
into its context while ensuring flood protection was a 
bit of a challenge at first. Through many different 
conceptual drawings and historical research, I ended 
on a final design most similar to that of the 4th image. 



Finalized Design



Masterplan
Main ave. Corridor
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Main Avenue

The Front
District

West End Row Homes

Main 
Avenue
Depot

Sodbuster
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West End Row Homes

Local Neighborhood
Retail & Gathering Space
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Neighborhood
mixed Housing

Historic Charm
Setbacks

Quieter
offices

local
Diverse

gateway
Buffer

small Shops
private

1 3 Stories



Sidewalk
zone

Travel
Lane

Travel
Lane

Bike
Lane

Private
Front 
lawns

Sidewalk
Zone

turn
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Park
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Bike
Lane
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15'

West End
Typical Street Section



Main Avenue Depot

Waldorf Square
Small Artistic 

Studios & Lofts
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The Front Lawn

Agassiz Plaza

Walaker 
Atrium

Trolley Stop

Trolley 
StopSplash

Pad

Mixed-Use
Building

Mixed-Use
Building

Prairie 
Plantings

Connection
to River

Mixed-Use
Transit Hub Building



Trolley Stop at Main & Transit Hub



Agassiz Plaza 
Sketches & 

Perspective



Site Details

5’
5’

22'

50'

4’

16”

Seating

Cycle Carousel

Wayfinding
The benches located in Agassiz Plaza draw 
inspiration from the minimal aesthetic quality 
of the Red River Valley. The sleek simple lines 
mixed with rustic reclaimed wood and a 
concrete base create a warm and welcoming 
furniture piece.

The Cycle Carousel located in the Walaker 
Atrium can house up to fifteen bicycles at one 
time. It’s a functional yet unique piece for all to 
enjoy.

The wayfinding rises from the steel 
river in the Agassiz Plaza. Maps of 
downtown Fargo are placed on them 
while attractive signage marks where 
you’re located. 



Agassiz Plaza

Space for 
Concerts

The 
Front 
Lawn

Retractable Screen

Flood Protection



Thank You
&

Questions?


