
D W E L L I N G   I N   N O M A D I C   A R C H I T E C T U R E
T r a n s i t i o n a l  H o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  S u d d e n l y  a n d  C h r o n i c a l l y  H o m e l e s s



W h a t  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t W e e n  h oM e l e s s n e s s  a n d  n oM a d i s M?

W h y  h a v e  W e  M o v e d  a W ay  f r o M  n oM a d i s M?



n o M a d i s M  h a s  a  n e e d  f o r  s Mo ot h  s paC e  W i t h i n  s t r i at e d  s paC e .

W h a t  i s  i n  s M o o t h  a n d  s t r i a t e d  s p a C e ?



t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  p l aC e  a n d  n o n-p l aC e  a s  d e f i n e d  by  M a r C  a u g e

i t  i s  i M p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e  s p a C e s  t h a t  a l lo W  f o r  a n o n yM i t y  W h i l e

 b e i n g  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  g r o u p



t h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  a r M o ry  -  a  b r i d g e  t o  o p p o r t u n i t y

a n  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  t o  b r i d g e  s e d e n t a ry  l i v i n g  a n d  n o M a d i C  h o M e l e s s n e s s



D e s i g n at e d  B i c yc l e  L a n e s

H i awat h a  L i g h t  R a i l  L i n e

M a i n  B u s  R o u t e  Th r e e

M a i n  B u s  R o u t e  Two

M a i n  B u s  R o u t e  O n e

M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M n



M i n n e a p o l i s  a r Mo ry

b u i l t  i n  1936 a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i C  W o r k s  a d M i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g 
t h e  g r e a t  d e p r e s s i o n  e r a .
 -D e s i g n e D  by  M n  n a t i o n a l  g u a r D  a r c h i t e c t  M a j o r  P h i l i P  c .  b e t t e n b u r g 9
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t h e  p u b l i C  W o r k s  a d M i n i s t r a t i o n  d i d  n o t  C o n s i d e r  i t s e l f  a  r e l i e f 
a g e n C y ,  b u t  a  W ay  t o  s t i M u l a t e  r e C o v e ry . 

J u s t  a s  t h e  pWa p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  o u t  o f 
u n e M p loy e M e n t ,  t h e  a r C h i t e C t u r e  i  h a v e  d e s i g n e d  h o p e s  t o  p r o v i d e 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a  M o r e  C o M p l e t e  s e n s e  o f 
d W e l l i n g . 

9



M i n n e a p o l i s  a r M o ry  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o ry

d e s i g n  a n d  C o n s t r u C t i o n 
1934-1936 u n o C C u p i e d 

1980-1989 

p a r k i n g  s t r u C t u r e  C o n d i t i o n a l 
o n  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n
1998-2015 

b o u g h t  by  C i t y  t o  t e a r 
d o W n  a n d  b u i l d  J a i l
1989-1998 

s o l d  f o r  a  r e n o v a t i o n 
p r o p o s e d  M i d - l e v e l  e v e n t  C e n t e r

2015-2017 

t r a n s i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g
2017-???? 

n a t i o n a l  g u a r d  u s e 
1936-1980 

M i n n e a p o l i s  l a k e r s 
a l t e r n a t i v e  C o u r t

1947-1960

p r i n C e  r e C o r d s  v i d e o  f o r 
“ 1999 ”  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s  a r M o ry
1982

n a t i o n a l  r e g i s t e r  o f

h i s t o r i C  p l a C e s
1985



t r a n s i t i o n  f r o M  t h e o ry  t o  p r a C t i C e 
d r a W n  t o  a r M o ry  f o r  i t s  v o l u M i n o u s  o p e n  s p a C e ,  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f 
s p a C e s .

i n i t i a l ly  W a n t e d  a s  M u C h  o p e n  s p a C e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a l lo W  f o r 
b u i l d i n g  p e r s o n a l  d W e l l i n g s . 

h o W e v e r  t h a t  M e a n t  n o t  M a x i M i z i n g  t h e  a M o u n t  o f  s p a C e ,  s e v e r e ly 
l i M i t i n g  t h e  a M o u n t  o f  p e o p l e  t h e  a r C h i t e C t u r e  W o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o 
a s s i s t . 

E s t i m at e d  104 p eo p l e
79,000 S q  Ft . 

M i n i m u m o f 203 p eo p l e
196,000 S q  Ft . 
N u m b e r  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  Fa m i l i e s

Ta r g e t  o f 282 p eo p l e
P lu s  82  O v e r f low s l e e p i n g  u n i t s









First Floor
Single Units: 8
Double Units: 16

Minimum number 
of residents: 42
 



Second Floor
Single Units: 17

Double Units: 16

Minimum number 
of residents: 49
 



Third Floor
Single Units: 17

Double Units: 12

Minimum number 
of residents: 41
 



Fourth Floor
Single Units: 2
Double Units: 24

Minimum number 
of residents: 50
 



Fifth Floor
Single Units: 2
Double Units: 10

Minimum number 
of residents: 22
 



Sixth Floor
Minnimum of 82  
Emergency Sleeping
Units

 



Adaptable Wall Detail

St e e l  St u d  Fr a m i n g

R o c k Wo o l I n s u l at i o n

I S OTr a x  S o u n d  P r o o f i n g  Sys t e m

Gy p s u m B a r r i e r

P ly wo o d/Gy p s u m B ac k i n g

Fi n i s h  m at e r i a l  ( R ec l a i m e d  wo o d, 
R ec yc l e d  C e r a m i c  t i l e ,  o r  pa i n t e d 
f i n i s h )

I n -L a i d  Tr ac k
P r ec a s t  H o l low- Co r e 
Co n c r e t e  S l a b

Prefabricated Water Closets

Mos t  U n i t s  S h a r e  b at h r o om u n i t s  w i t h 
n e i g h b o r

S h a r i n g  s av e s  s pac e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s

Va lu a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  s h a r i n g  fo r  l i v i n g 
w i t h  a  f u t u r e  r o om at e





 Support Spaces
1.  Computer Research Lab
2.  Large Classroom
3.  Conference Room
4.  Councilor Office
5.  Kitchen

Community Spaces
1.  Central fireplace community room
2.  Neighborhood kitchen and lounges
3.  Welcome waiting area 
4.  Flexible smooth space

Residential Spaces
1.  Single
2.  Double  
3.  Resident Manager
4.  Semi-Outdoor Sleeping Spaces

Storage Spaces
1.  Food and kitchen storage
2.  Dining Table Storage  

First Floor



Community Spaces
1.  Community garden
2.  Neighborhood kitchen and lounges
3.  Conversation Nooks 

Residential Spaces
1.  Single
2.  Double  
3.  Loft
4.  Resident Assistant

Storage Spaces
1. Community garden storage
2.  Adaptable wall material storage 

Second Floor



 Support Spaces
1.  Case worker offices
2.  Psychiatric practitioner offices
3.  Fitness room
4.  Art classroom

Community Spaces
1.  Neighborhood kitchen and lounges
2.  Community work desk space 

Storage Spaces
1.  Furniture storage
 

Residential Spaces
1.  Single
2.  Double  
3.  Loft
4.  Resident Assistant

Third Floor



Storage Spaces
1.  Clothing storage

Fourth Floor

Residential Spaces
1.  Double  
2.  Loft
3.  Resident Assistant

Community Spaces
1.  Neighborhood kitchen and lounges
2.  Community work space
3.  Reading space
4.  Child-free lounge 

 Support Spaces
1.  Case worker offices
2.  Psychiatric practitioner offices
3.  Children’s play room
4.  Music Rooms



 Support Spaces
1.  Library
2.  Case worker offices
3.  Conference Room
4.  Councilor Office
5.  Personal breakout space

Storage Spaces
1.  Home starter kit and 
 personal item storage
  

Fifth Floor

Residential Spaces
1.  Double  
2.  Loft
3.  Resident Assistant

Community Spaces
1. Small lounge space
2.  Community work desk space 



Community Spaces
1.  Use spaces of fifth and 
 first floor

Residential Spaces
1.  Overflow sleeping units

Sixth Floor

 Support Spaces
1.  Supervision stations



M a n y h om e l e s s  s h e lt e r s  h av e  o n ly r ows 
o f b u n k- b e ds  o r  cot s  fo r  e m e r g e n c y 
s l e e p i n g  s pac e .  I n  t h e  M i n n e a p o l i s  A r mo ry 
e ac h  p e r s o n  i s  a l lot t e d  a  M u r p h y b e d  w i t h 
a  lo c k a b l e  c los e t  to  k e e p  t h e i r  va lu a b l e s 
s a f e .  E ac h  u n i t  a l s o  h a s  a  t r a n s lu c e n t 
co l l a p s i b l e  s c r e e n  to  a l low fo r  s om e 
p r i vac y a n d  s a f e t y . 

Discovering a place of Equilibrium



Air Return

Air Supply

Plumbing

Structural Transparency





T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  T I M E


