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Guiding principles 

1. Identification of student learning methods that push 
the development of today’s students. 
 

2. Integration of traditional and 21st century learning 
environments in an architectural setting. 
 

3. Creation of a space in which its users feel engaged, 
safe, and inspired within the school community. 
 

4. Incorporation of Native American and Non-Native 
traditions and cultures to unify the community of 
Bemidji Public Schools. 



The history of Bemidji has taken it 
from a small village to a 
booming city of commerce. This 
expansion has resulted in a 
constantly growing school 
district with a large influence 
from the Cass Lake Indian 
Reservation. 
 

Connect 
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Architectural solutions and 
programmatic relationships 
respond to the shifting needs of 
today’s learning from traditional 
to 21st century learning 
environments. 

 
 
 

Relationship Graphic 



Case Study – Mille Lacs 
Spiritual Stimulation, Structural Elegance, and Materiality… 



Case Study – Stapleton HS 
Technology, Organization, and Hierarchy… 



Case Study – Rosa Parks ES 
Community, Exterior Details, and Unique… 





Floor Plan-Level One 



Floor Plan-Level Two 



Integrate - Classroom Design 

Traditional lecture-based 
instruction allows students to 
be individually engaged and 

task oriented. 

Tables can be arranged to 
promote group oriented 

projects and collaboration 
among peers. 

Arranging a U-shape allows 
for groups to present projects 
and information to the rest of 

the class. 



Details and Material Palette  
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Connect [Cafeteria] 



[Lab Breakout Space] 



[Digital Commons] 



[Digital Commons Seating] 



[Classroom Breakout Space] 



Express [Recreational Gymnasium] 



Celebrate [Pow Wow/Lecture Hall] 



[Outdoor Patio] 



Thank You! 
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