
- Eight Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
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solitary confinement sentences can last days, weeks, months, years or even decades.

There is no official organization that regulates the use of solitary confinement. 
Individual institutions freely use isolation tactics however they see fit.



5 out 6 sentences to solitary confinement are for non-violent misbehavior.

This includes infractions such as:

Excessive possession of postage stamps
Selling of chewing tobacco

Failure to meet dress standards



“‘I tried to measure the passing of days by counting food trays. Without being able to keep track of 
time, though, sometimes I thought the officers had left me and were never coming back. I thought they 
were gone for days, and I was going to starve. It’s likely they were only gone for a few hours, but I 

had no way to know.’



the war on drugs and mass incarceration

The U.s. Prison population is its fourth largest

The U.S. State and Federal prison population has increased 
over 800% in only 40 years.

Includes those held in state and federal prisons, local jails and other 
correctional facilities. 
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brooklyn naval hospital

R1. Surgeon’s Residence

RD. Medical Supply Depot

R95. Administration Main

R2/R3. Quarters
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‘It is sometimes necessary to hang 
a man, villains often deserve 
whipping, and perhaps having 

their ears cut off; but are we 
in the future to be prevented 

from inflicting these punishments 
because they are cruel?’
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