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documents, and two posters. This collection includes a wide range of years focusing on mid-
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Links:
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Access Restrictions: Open to the public, available upon request. Copyrights to items in this
collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain.

Citation: Verna (Fischer) Green Collection, 154, Germans from Russia Heritage Collection,
NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND
BIOGRAPHY

Verna (Fischer) Green is the daughter of Karl E. and Lena (Kocher) Fischer. Karl was the
son of Anton K. Fischer and Barbara (Senger) Fischer.

Anton K. Fisher was born in the colony of Selz, South Russia on April 23, 1866. He
came to America with his parents when he was 18. The family settled near Yankton, Dakota
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Territory on November 7, 1884. Three years later, he came to Emmons County and settled on a
farm nine miles northeast of the present town of Hague. He farmed this homestead until 1905
when he moved to Hague and established a general merchandise store which he continued to
operate until 1932, when he retired. He married Barbara Senger in 1889. The ceremony was
performed in her parent’s house, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Senger, and was officiated by Rev. Fr.
Bernhardt. He died on September 12, 1934.

Barbara (Senger) Fischer was born in South Russia, April 4, 1870. She came to Emmons
County in May 1886. Her family settled a homestead in the Dakem district. She died 1942.

Karl E. Fischer was born on September 25, 1902. He had many siblings. In 1920, he left
Hague for school, attending St. John’s and St. Mary’s College in Richardton, ND. He taught for
a while and was a farm hand. Karl was very musically talented and led a band, Fischer’s Famous
Four, for quite a few years. He also had become personal friends with Lawrence Welk and
played with him at a few dances before 1920. After he was married, he was hired as the Post
Master in Hague, he held this position for 36 years. He continued to be involved with music,
playing the church organ and leading the band on many occasions. After he retired he moved to
Minneapolis where he played accordion and later drums with five different Senior Citizen’s
Bands. He died at 97 years old, in 2000, in Edina, MN.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Verna (Fischer) Green Collection consists of images; family genealogy; personal business
and property records; material on and from Lawrence Welk; the history of St. Mary’s Church;
Emmons County Historical Society newsletters; two posters; and three books. This collection has
been organized into 5 series: Image, Genealogy, Subject, Book, and Posters.

The Image Series contains both negatives and photographs. These cover a wide variety of
subject material. Most of these images are from in and around Hague. There are also images
from Karl and Lena’s travels.

The Genealogy Series contains material on the Fischer, Schneider, and Senger Families. This
information was compiled by many different family members and it is quite extensive. There are
autobiographies from a few members. There are also many genealogical records included in this
material.

The Subject Series includes material relating to St. Mary’s Church, Lawrence Welk, personal
business and property records, Emmons County Historical Society newsletters, and
miscellaneous documents. The St. Mary’s Church material includes a brochure detailing 100
years of the church, a newspaper clipping and a few pictures. The Lawrence Welk folders
include letters and cards from him to Karl E. Fischer. There is also some music included. The
business and property documents contain Abstract of Titles, Warranty Deeds, other deeds,
promissory notes, and receipt and expenditure documents. The Emmons Country Historical
Society newsletters are from 1976 and 1977. The miscellaneous material covers numerous areas
containing a letter from Carol Just and many newspaper clippings.
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The Books Series contains 3 books. Cantate was published in 1929 and is written in German,
English, and Latin. It is a hymnal that was used in St. Mary’s Catholic Church. The second
books is titled, Katholisches Gesang und Gebet Buch, eine auswahl der vorzueglichten Chorale
und Kirchenlieder fuer zwei Stimmen. This book was published in 1874. It was also used in St.
Mary’s Catholic Church. The third book is titled, Lobet den Herrn: Gesangbuch fiir alle Zeiten
des Kirchenjahres. This book was published in 1913, it was personal property of Karl E. Fischer.
It is mostly written in German, there is some English and Latin near the back. There is also
material included in this series from books that were not retained. This includes some song
sheets, and some family birth dates.

The Poster Series contains two posters. One is a War Bond Roll Call from April 1943, it

includes many signatures. The second poster is titled, “Maders Famous Schnitzelbank”, from
Mader’s Internationally Famous Restaurant, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It is dated after 1963.

SEPARATION RECORD

The posters have been separated from the rest of the collection due to their size. They have been
placed in the GRHC’s Oversize Box.

BOX AND FOLDER LIST

Box/Folder Contents

1/1 Finding aid, detailed inventory, and initial inventory
IMAGE SERIES

1/2 Negatives — Hague

1/3 Negatives — Hague P.O.; Our Children

1/4 Negatives - Mixed

1/5 Negatives - Mixed

1/6 Music

1/7 Photographs - Hague Church

1/8 People

1/9 Fischer Family
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1/10

1/11

1/12

1/13

1/14

1/15

1/16

1/17

2/1

2/2

2/3

2/4

2/5

2/6

217

2/8

2/9

Hague School and Post Office

Hague

Photographs - Loose/Miscellaneous

GENEALOGY SERIES

Fischer Family

The Fischer Family Chronicle by Mathias J. Fischer

Handing Down Our Heritage — Jos K. Fischer

Schneider Family

Family of Michael Senger (Grandpa) and Barbara Schumacher
(Grandma). Also John Schweitzer, Lorenz Senger, and Albinus Schneider
Senger Genealogy

SUBJECT SERIES

Abstract of Titles and Deeds

Emmons County Historical Society Newsletters

Lawrence Welk Correspondence

Lawrence Welk book and newspaper clippings

Miscellaneous Materials

Promissory Notes, Personal Receipts and Expenditures

St. Mary’s Church

BOOK SERIES

Loose Material from 266 Volks-Trink und Wander Lieder fuer Klavier

Loose Material from Des ehrw. P. Martin von Cochem grof3es Leben und
Leiden unseres Herrn und Heilandes Jesu Christi und seiner
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glorwiirdigen Mutter Maria. Nebst dessen grofserem “Krankenbuch” als
Anhang und einem Verzeichnis von sonn-und festtaglichen Lesungen
Schnitzler, Rev Peter. Cantate. Techny: Mission Press S.V.D, 1929.
Hellebusch, B H F. Katholisches Gesang und Gebet Buch, eine auswabhl
der vorzueglichten Chorale und Kirchenlieder fuer zwei Stimmen

gesezt, mit den gewoehnlichen undachtsubungen. New York:
Benziger Brothers, 1874.

Huelsebusch, R and WH Rees._Lobet den Herrn: Gesangbuch fiir alle
Zeiten des Kirchenjahres. New York: J Fischer & Bro., 1913.

POSTER SERIES
War Bond Roll Call, 1943

“Maders Famous Schnitzelbank”, 1963
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