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HISTORY
The town of Ellendale, founded in 1882, and subsequently named the county seat of Dickey County in
South-Central North Dakota, has a history as an unusually vibrant community. This vibrancy was due in
part to the establishment, via the 1889 North Dakota Constitution, of a state school in the town. This
institution operated between 1899 and 1972, when it was transferred to private ownership and became
Trinity Bible Institute. From the beginning, Ellendale was home to significant number of well-educated,
civic-minded residents, some of whom became active in state and national politics. The state school
brought a continual flow of students from around the state and beyond, seeking to better themselves
through education.
The name of the institution was revised several times: originally it was named the State Manual Training

School; in 1907 its official designation was changed to the State Normal and Industrial School; from 1945
until 1959 it was known as the State Normal and Industrial College; from1960-1964 it was known as the
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Ellendale State Teacher’s College; in 1964 it entered into a partnership with the University of North
Dakota and took the name UND Ellendale Center. In 1965 this was changed again to its final name,
“UND Ellendale Branch.”

In 1970, a fire destroyed the campus’s two main buildings, giving impetus to longstanding outside efforts
to streamline the state’s higher education system and concentrate resources on fewer campuses. A state
referendum was held, with voters approving the transfer of the property and facilities to a religiously-
based private school. Trinity Bible Institute moved from Jamestown to Ellendale in 1972. Ten years later
its name was changed to Trinity Bible College, and it remains in operation to the current date.

Ellendale citizens have long placed high value on their local history. R.M. Black, a trained historian and
president of the state school from 1914 to 1936, oversaw the publication of The History of Dickey County,
the area’s first formal history, in 1930. In 1982 the Ellendale Historical Society published A Century of
Memories: Ellendale, North Dakota, 1882-1982. In 2007, the Society published a larger and more
detailed history entitled Ellendale, North Dakota: 125th Anniversary, 1882-2007.

The state school played a prominent role in all of these histories. However, the fire of 1970 with its
resulting destruction of records and historical resources—and the subsequent closing of the state school—
created difficulties for the adequate reconstruction of the institution’s history, particularly its early years.

The Coleman Museum, established in a former main street bank building in 1984, served as a repository
for many materials relating to the town’s history that had been preserved in the Milwaukee and Great
Northern railroad depots. Among these were many papers and mementos and photographs relating to the
history of the state college. In conjunction with the 125" anniversary celebrations in 2007, the Ellendale
Historical Society gathered many photographs and other materials related to the town and the college.
Some of these materials were used for the 125th anniversary history book and placed in drawers, boxes
and folders at the museum. In 2015, the Ellendale Historical Society donated the bulk of its photograph
collection to the NDSU/Institute for Regional Studies Archives for digitization and permanent
preservation.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Coleman collection consists of 1025 photographs, including paper prints, glass-plate positives, glass-
plate negatives, and film negatives. Panoramic originals too large for the regular boxes are stored in the
Institute for Regional Studies Oversize Photographs Collection, Drawer #9. Reduced-size photocopies of
these images are filed along with the standard-sized images.

Non-human subjects include scenes from in and around Ellendale; streets and buildings, businesses,
churches, and aerial views of the town both from grain elevators and from airplanes. A large number of
photographs are from the college, and these provide a useful record of how the campus and its various
buildings appeared at different stages in its history.
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Human subjects include individuals in candid and more formal settings; group portraits of children and
adults, many of which are associated with the college or the public school, civic organizations, or local
government. The collection includes a large number of formal group portraits or classes, clubs, and
miscellaneous campus organizations that were taken at the college from the late 1930s to the early 1960s.
One notable group of photos are Kodak pictures taken by Arthur Kirschner from the late 1920s and early
1930s, displaying young people involved in various sporting activities, including amateur aviation.

Another notable group of photos are of postcards from the early days of auto tourism in and around
Medora, North Dakota.

A set of 46 glass slide negatives were taken in and around the town of Lowry, S.D. near the time of the
town’s founding in 1907. The Lowry slides feature fourth-of-July celebrations, family life, and the
country around the town.

A particularly notable part of this collection consists of 126 glass-slide positive photographs taken in
Germany by Prof. A.E. Dunphy of the State Normal & Industrial School from April-June 1914. Professor
Dunphy was participating in a visitation program to acquaint American industrial arts teachers with the
organization and methods of the industrial schools of Munich. The photographs include classroom scenes
of German industrial schools, examples of crafts made in the schools, street scenes, and scenes from
various landmarks and museums in and around Munich.

FOLDER LIST

Folder Contents (number of items)

BOX 1 (81 photos)

Folder 1 Finding Aid

Folder 2.1-11 Ellendale—Street Scenes

Folder 3.1-21 Ellendale—Elevated and Aerial Views
Folder 4.1-3 Ellendale—Municipal Facilities
Folder 5.1-8 Ellendale—Dickey County Courthouse
Folder 6.1-3 Ellendale—Elevators & Flour Mill
Folder 7.1 Ellendale—Opera House

Folder 8.1-2 Ellendale—Banks

Folder 9.1-5 Ellendale—Hotels

Folder 10.1-10 Ellendale—Businesses—Dry Goods

Folder 11.1-5 Ellendale—Businesses—Food Related
Folder 12.1-3 Ellendale—Businesses—Farm-Related
Folder 13.1-6 Ellendale—Businesses—Service and Repair Stations
Folder 14.1-3 Ellendale—Businesses—Newspapers

BOX 2 (65 photos)
Folder 15.1-6 Ellendale—Residences



Folder 16.1-2
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Ellendale—Town Fires

Folder 17.1-17 Ellendale—Churches—Church Buildings

Folder 18.1-9
Folder 19.1

Folder 20.1-5
Folder 21.1-2
Folder 22.1-2
Folder 23.1-6
Folder 24.1-5
Folder 25.1-5
Folder 26.1-5

BOX 3 (62 photos)

Folder 27.1-7
Folder 28.1
Folder 29.1
Folder 30.1-8
Folder 31.1
Folder 32.1-6
Folder 33.1-2
Folder 34.1-4
Folder 35.1-8
Folder 36.1-8
Folder 37.1-7
Folder 38.1-2
Folder 39.1-3
Folder 40.1-9
Folder 4.1
Folder 42.1-2

BOX 4 (88 photos)

Ellendale—Churches—Group Pictures
Ellendale—Churches—Ministers

Ellendale—Clubs & Organizations—Military
Ellendale—Clubs & Organizations—Masons
Ellendale—Clubs & Organizations—Drama Clubs & Plays
Ellendale—Clubs & Organizations—Boy Scouts
Ellendale—City League Baseball

Ellendale—Railroads

Ellendale—Road Construction and Road Maintenance

Ellendale—Public Services—Law Enforcement
Ellendale—Public Services—Fire Department
Ellendale—Public Services—Utilities
Ellendale—Special Events and Celebrations
Ellendale—Special Events and Celebrations—William Jennings Bryan
Public Schools—Buildings

Public Schools—Classrooms

Public Schools—Rural/Township Schools
Public Schools—Faculty and Administration
Public Schools—Student Group Pictures

Public Schools—Young Citizen’s League
Public Schools—Gymnasium

Public Schools—Bands

Public Schools—Athletics

Public Schools—Clubs & Organizations—4H
Public Schools—Bookmobile

Folder 43.1-17 College—Buildings & Campus —Main Buildings

Folder 44.1-5
Folder 45.1-2
Folder 46.1-5
Folder 47.1

Folder 48.1-8
Folder 49.1-9
Folder 50.1-5
Folder 51.1-6
Folder 52.1-5
Folder 53.1

College—Buildings & Campus — Ground Views
College—Buildings & Campus —Aerial Views
College—Buildings & Campus —Carnegie Hall
College—Buildings & Campus — Armory
College—Buildings & Campus—Industrial Arts Building
College—Buildings & Campus —Dacotah Hall
College—Buildings & Campus —Graham Library
College—Buildings & Campus —Men’s Dorms
College—Buildings & Campus —Cafeteria
College—Buildings & Campus — Fieldhouse



Folder 54.1
Folder 55.1
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College—Buildings & Campus —Vehicles
College—Buildings & Campus—Airplane

Folder 56.1-19 College—Buildings & Campus —1970 Fire-Related

Folder 57.1-3

BOX 5 (75 photos)

College—Buildings & Campus — UND Grand Forks

Folder 58.1-12 College—Classrooms and Studies— General Classroom Scenes

Folder 59.1
Folder 60.1
Folder 61.1-7
Folder 62.1-5
Folder 63.1-7
Folder 64.1-2
Folder 65.1-5
Folder 66.1
Folder 67.1-2

College—Classrooms and Studies—L.ibrary

College—Classrooms and Studies—Teaching Methods
College—Classrooms and Studies—Industrial Arts—Woodworking
College—Classrooms and Studies—Industrial Arts—Metalworking
College—Classrooms and Studies—Industrial Arts Fairs and Presentations
College—Classrooms and Studies—Science

College—Classrooms and Studies—Agricultural Lab
College—Classrooms and Studies—Chemistry Lab

College—Classrooms and Studies—Physics and Electrical Lab

Folder 68.1-12 College—Classrooms and Studies—Sewing & Dressmaking

Folder 69.1-7
Folder 70.1-5
Folder 71.1-2
Folder 72.1
Folder 73.1
Folder 74.1-4

BOX 6 (63 photos)

Folder 75.1-5

College—Classrooms and Studies—Cooking & Food Services
College—Clubs and Organizations—Debate Team
College—Classrooms and Studies—Drafting
College—Classrooms and Studies—Surveying (Ackert)
College—Classrooms and Studies—Boiler Maintenance
College—Classrooms and Studies—Handcrafts

College—Classrooms and Studies—Aurt

Folder 76.1-10 College—Classrooms and Studies—Graphics & Printing

Folder 77.1-4
Folder 78.1-3
Folder 79.1

Folder 80.1

Folder 81.1-8
Folder 82.1-6
Folder 83.1-2
Folder 84.1-9
Folder 85.1-2
Folder 86.1

Folder 87.1

Folder 88.1-3
Folder 89.1-4
Folder 90.1-3

College—Classrooms and Studies—Pottery and Ceramics
College—Classrooms and Studies—Data Processing
College—Music & Musical Groups—SNI School Song.
College—Music & Musical Groups—Music Room
College—Music & Musical Groups—Bands & Orchestras
College—Music & Musical Groups—Vocal
College—Music & Musical Groups—UNDEB University Impromptus
College—Campus Life—Military Cadets & Drill
College—Campus Life—Student Rooms
College—Campus Life—Lounge

College—Campus Life—Dramas and Plays
College—Campus Life—Dining and Picnics
College—Campus Life—Fun & Games
College—Campus Life—Snack Shop
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BOX 7 (91 photos)
Folder 91.1-22 College—Individual Photos—1910-1920

Folder 92.1-9 College—Group Photos—1910-1919
Folder 93.1-8 College—Group Photos—1920-1939
Folder 94.1-6 College—Group Photos—1938

Folder 95.1-18 College—Group Photos—1941
Folder 96.1-16 College—Group Photos—1942
Folder 97.1-12 College—Group Photos—1946

BOX 8 (89 photos)

Folder 98.1-22 College—Group Photos—1947

Folder 99.1-3 College—Group Photos—1940-1949
Folder 100.1-15 College—Group Photos—1951

Folder 101.1.2 College—Group Photos—1952

Folder 102.1-4 College—Group Photos—1954

Folder 103.1-12 College—Group Photos—1950-1972

Folder 104.1-7 College— Campus Life—Special Events—Awards Ceremonies
Folder 105.1-9 College— Campus Life—Special Events—Commencements

Folder 106.1-14 College— Campus Life—Special Events—Homecoming
Folder 107.1 College—Protests—Effigy

BOX 9 (63 photos)

Folder 108.1-5 College—Administration—Presidents

Folder 109.1-16 College—Administration—Administrators

Folder 110.1-3 College—Administration—State Board

Folder 111.1-12 College—Faculty

Folder 112.1-9 College—Athletics—Football

Folder 113.1-8 College—Athletics—Basketball

Folder 114.1-3 College—Athletics—Baseball

Folder 115.1.1 College—Athletics—Wrestling

Folder 116.1.1 College—Athletics—Track

Folder 117.1-5 College—Trinity Bible Institute—Special Events

BOX 10 (87 photos)

Folder 118.1-6 People—Politics & Politicians

Folder 119.1-6 People—Physicians & Medical Practitioners
Folder 120.1 People—Pioneer Daughters

Folder 121.1-3 People—Clothing & Fashion

Folder 122.1-4 People—Mr. & Mrs. Roy Crowley

Folder 123.1-3 People—Weddings and Funerals

Folder 124.1-19 People—Individuals

Folder 125.1-13 People—~Pairs and Groups
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Folder 126.1-20 People—Studio Portraits—Byam’s Studio
Folder 127.1-12 People—Studio Portraits—Misc. Studios

BOX 11 (68 photos)

Folder 128.1-26 Arthur Kirschner Photos—Groups

Folder 129.1-16 Arthur Kirschner Photos—Individuals

Folder 130.1-10 Arthur Kirschner Photos—Airplane-related

Folder 131.1-10 Arthur Kirschner Photos—Aerial Views of Ellendale

Folder 132.1-6 Arthur Kirschner Photos—Sports-Related

BOX 12 (92 photos)

Folder 133.1-12 Agriculture & Farm-Related
Folder 134.1-4 Recreation—Outdoors

Folder 135.1-3 Wildlife & Hunting

Folder 136.1-13 Weather Station & Weather Events
Folder 137.1-8 Space Balloon Retrieval—EIm Lake 1957
Folder 138.1-12 Military—Soldiers

Folder 139.1-3 Native Americans

Folder 140.1-5 Dickey County Towns (1st two are oversized)
Folder 141.1-6 Postcards—Bismarck, ND

Folder 142.1-22 Postcards—Medora, ND

Folder 143.1-4 Whitestone Battlefield (two are oversized)

BOX 13 Lowry, S.D. Glass Slides
2129 Lowry S.D. Slide 1-46

BOX 14 A.E. Dunphy Glass Slides
2129 Slide 1-62

BOX 15 A.E. Dunphy Glass Slides
2129 Slide 63-126

BOX 16- OVERSIZE (FLAT-LAYING BOX); facsimiles of these photos are filed in the non-oversized
boxes of the collection).

Folder 144.1-5 OVERSIZE Street Scenes and Buildings

Folder 145.1-7 OVERSIZE Group Photos—Athletics

Folder 146.1-7 OVERSIZE Group Photos—Graduations, Legislative Assembly, Church Group, Military
Group

Folder 147.1 FRAGILE glass print SNI Graduating Class of 1903
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