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OVERVIEW 

 

Collection Number:  163 

 

Quantity:  5 Linear Feet 

 

Summary: This collection contains 199 interviews of second and third generation Germans 

from Russia living throughout the Northern Plains of the US and Canada with additional 

information about the narrators.  

 

Languages:  English, German 

  

Links:  

- Dakota Memories Oral History Project 

- News Relating to the DMOHP 

 

Access Restrictions:  Open to the public, available upon request.  Copyrights to items in this 

collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain. 

  

Citation:  Dakota Memories Oral History Project, 163, Germans from Russia Heritage 

Collection, NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY 

 

The Dakota Memories Oral History Project started in the fall of 2004 with the first interviews 

being conducted in January 2005. The coordinator of the project was Jessica Clark, a PhD 

student at North Dakota State University. The project was to compile childhood memories of 

second and third generation Germans from Russia. There were many grants received for this 

project from the NDSU Extension Service, NDSU Research and Creative Activity, North Dakota 

Humanities Council, the embassy of Canada, and private donations. Interviews were conducted 

in communities throughout the Northern Plains, from South Dakota to Saskatchewan.   

 

 

http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/research/special-collections/index2.htm
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/
https://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/dakotamemories/index.html
https://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/dakotamemories/news/index.html


Page 2 of 10 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 

This collection contains 199 interviews. Each folder contains the interview, forms used during 

video processing, a biography form of the narrator, and often photos and documents from the 

narrator. There is also correspondence to and from the narrator in their file.  

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

 

Box/Folder   Contents 

 

1/1   Finding aid, detailed inventory, and hard drive inventory 

 

1/2    Axtman, Nicholas F.  

1/3   Backfish, Hilda Melita (Lindemann)  

1/4   Bauman, Albert  

1/5   Bauman, Clarence 

1/6   Bauman, Marilyn Jeanette (Sauer) 

1/7   Becker, Delores (Kuhn) 

1/8   Becker, John G. 

1/9   Bender, Arthur R.  

1/10   Bendewald, Reinhold 

1/11   Berger, George L.  

1/12   Berger, Pauline “Polly” (Wock) 

1/13   Berger, Rosemary (Fisher) 

1/14   Bertsch, Emmanuel 

1/15   Bitz, Margaret 

1/16   Black, Elsie Ellen (Brick) 

1/17   Black, Joseph John 



Page 3 of 10 
 

1/18   Boechler, Raymond 

1/19   Boechler, Wilfred Jacob 

1/20   Boschee, Adam Gordon 

1/21   Brossart, Valentine F.  

1/22   Brosz, Betty (Krueger) 

1/23   Buck, Alice Ruth (Miller) 

1/24   Buck, Edna Lu Ella (Wiesz) 

1/25   Buck, LeRoy 

1/26   Buerkley, Alice (Woehl) 

1/27   Degenstein, Leo James 

1/28   Degenstein, Magdalena “Maggie” (Kuntz) 

1/29   Dewald, Edwin “Emil” 

1/30   Dobler, Stanley Graven 

1/31   Dockter, Howard R. 

1/32   Doll, Anna (Sturn) 

1/33   Drefs, Esther (Haerter) 

1/34   Ebach, Mary 

1/35   Eckroth, Father Leonard A. 

1/36   Eissinger, Theresa (Meier) 

1/37   Engelhart, Florence (Mitzel) 

1/38   Engelhart, James 

1/39   Erbele, Raymond 

1/40   Erbele, Robert 
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1/41   Fercho, Calvin K.  

1/42   Ferner, Ben 

1/43   Ferner, Clara (Ell) 

2/1   Fichter, Maryann (Doll) 

2/2   Fiechtner, Henrietta (Gall) 

2/3   Fiechtner, Marvin G.  

2/4   Fischer, ElRoy 

2/5   Fischer, Ruth (Dockter)  

2/6   Flegel, Marjorie (Miller) 

2/7   Frank, Emil 

2/8   Fregien, Audrey A. (Lemke) 

2/9   Gab, Robert R. 

2/10   Gebhardt, Ervin 

2/11   Gebhardt, Lillian Elsa (Oster) 

2/12   Geiszler, Erwin 

2/13   Graf, Alvin E.  

2/14   Gross, John J. 

2/15   Gross, Margaret (Schaffer) 

2/16   Gross, Mathias “Math” A.  

2/17   Hartmann, Marvin L. 

2/18   Hauck, Magdalena (Staudinger) 

2/19   Hauck, Melfrieda “Millie” Marie (Doll) 

2/20   Hauck, Paul A. 
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2/21   Haupt, Wilma (Beck) 

2/22   Hecker, Victoria (Schaff) 

2/23   Helbing, Jacob A. 

2/24   Helbing, Stanley 

2/25   Helfrich, Louis 

2/26   Hellmuth, Laura (Schulz) 

2/27   Hellmuth, William 

2/28   Herauf, Leo Peter 

2/29   Herman, Herbert 

2/30   Herr, Richard 
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2/33   Hoff, Leona (Kuhn) 
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2/35   Hoffart, Frank 

2/36   Huber, Donald T. 

2/37   Hutmacher, Alexander 

2/38   Jahner, Michael 

2/39   Jerger, Emmanuel Gene 

2/40   Johner, Jacob 

2/41   Johner, Lawrence 

2/42   Johner, Peter 

2/43   Johnson, Elsie (Just) 
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3/1   Johnson, Lyla (Pressler) 

3/2   Johnson, Ruth Rosa (Korus) 

3/3   Kaseman, Adam A.  

3/4   Kaseman, Lorraine (Meidinger) 

3/5   Keen, Geraldine (Dukart) 

3/6   Ketterling, Eileen M (Burlack) 

3/7   Kittler, Edwin 

3/8   Klein, Joe 

3/9   Klein, Reinhold R. 

3/10   Kleingartner, Lorraine (Mueller) 

3/11   Kleingartner, Rupert 

3/12   Klettke, Marie (Rall) 

3/13   Klundt, Leona (Miller) 

3/14   Knell, Victor 

3/15   Kocher, Peter 

3/16   Koepplin, Ida (Zimmerman) 
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3/18   Konrad, Viola (Eslinger) 

3/19   Kraft, George 

3/20   Kraft, Larry 

3/21   Kraft, Peter A. 

3/22   Krismer, Christina Rose Marie (Bast) 

3/23   Kurtz, Balzer 
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3/44   Mutschelknaus, Eva (Helfrich) 
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5/4   Urlacher, Frank 
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5/10   Wald, Felix 

5/11   Wald, Mildred (Glatt) 
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