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Radiant Future
Dwelling, Pruitt Igoe, & The Imprint 
of Communist Architecture

SAFETY

OWNERSHIP

Historically, Pruitt Igoe and social housing in general suffered from an environment of danger, with designs that facilitated crime. Large public 
galleries became hangouts for local gangs, and the necessity of certain stairwells made crime run rampant. The solution in the new design focuses on 
smaller, more intimate public spaces as well as a lack of blind spots and more abundant glazing. Additionally, a primary entrance takes one up a ramp 
to the second story, providing a vantage point to scope out crime.

The prominence of large public spaces and the lack of a means to maintain them meant that spaces decayed quickly when nobody cared about them. 
The sheer size of them meant no one person could take ownership. Additionally, the social housing system typically dictates that nobody can take 
ownership of their flat, so there is no incentive for improvement. The new design takes advantage of a multitude of smaller public spaces, focusing 
on bringing in light and ventilation with them, and unit improvements are returned to the owners in the form of equity, which can be returned to them 
upon the departure of the tenants.
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The architecture of this project builds on the aspects of the artefact: namely, utilizing the impressions of the past in order to create a better, more aware future. These impressions are conveyed in the design and layout of the building, as 
well as more directly in the actual impressions in the walls, the windows, and the corresponding memorial to the site, located on the former pathway system of Pruitt Igoe.

The flaws of Pruitt Igoe were many, and the project does not seek to move forward without addressing them in unison with an examination of architectural “radiance.” Circulation in Pruitt Igoe, for example, grew to be a great peril, with the 
“gallery” spaces and stairwells that were necessitated by skip-stop elevators becoming ideal spots for crime and theft. The public and circulation spaces of the current project are significantly more visible and open, allowing for greater 
security, light, and a shared space of remembrance and historic awareness when set against the memorial just outside the building. The memorial in question lies on a historic path, once covered by an overgrowth of trees, now reborn as 
a reminder of what once stood and dictated the lives of its inhabitants. It serves as a symbol of what happened before, and reminds the occupants, as well as the administration of the crushing weight of a system that does not prioritize the 
dwelling of its inhabitants.

Dwellings are set into the building, providing a very real sense of impression with their varying degrees of cantilever and depression. With each dwelling being slightly different than the next, while containing a shared sense of modularity, 
they stand in direct contrast to Pruitt Igoe’s standardized and flush apartments. With their variation and orientation, this allows for the creation of many intimate semi-public spaces, providing layers of ownership and uniqueness not seen 
in standardized social housing developments or gigantic public squares. With the mixture of visible gathering spaces, semi-public shared spaces, and unique dwellings for every family, this thesis stands in opposition to the failed processes 
of the past and learns from them in a way that opens a symbolic bridge from the failed past to the radiant future.
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Dwelling in Pruitt Igoe, as well as a majority of other housing developments, was not given a great deal of consideration during its design. Remarkably 
standard and uncompromising, they ended being people storage more than anything else. New dwellings take care to focus on the individual’s 
encounter with the space on a day to day basis, incorporating light, balconies, and a variety of materials to bring about a quality and a temporal 
journey that is unique to the design and to the site.

One of the largest housing disasters in history, Pruitt Igoe was a complex of 33 buildings, 11 stories tall, encompassed within a 51 hectare site. Large 
would be an understatement, and the size of this project was ultimately a part of its downfall. Oscar Newman states in his work “Creating Defensible 
Space” the problems of making large, low-income developments; when they’re that large, they tend to create communities that are isolated from 
society at large. The height, too was detrimental to the feeling of community. Being so divorced from the ground level furthered the feeling of 
isolation. The design in Radiant Future approaches scale much more carefully, taking up only a portion of the old site, and going up to only 5 stories at 
roughly 12’ per story.
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Legend:
1BR = 1 Bedroom Apartment
1BR-V = 1 Bedroom - Vertical (2-Story) Apartment
2BR = 2 Bedroom Apartment
3BR = 3 Bedroom Apartment
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