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This thesis explores how the physical environment, 
through spaces and their connections, can positive-
ly impact the overall wellness and productivity of 
senior citizens. This thesis aims to prove the level of 
engagement that seniors participate in can be affect-
ed by the community and accessibility levels they are 
provided with and this in turn can in turn affect their 
quality of live.  The typology of this thesis is a senior 
living facility that also provides spaces that are open 
to the community for activities, programs, and classes 
as well. The site is located in the Issaquah Highlands on 
the western side of rainy and mountainous Washington 
State. The site is on the outskirts of town, assigned to 
the future development area, but is conveniently locat-
ed near everyday amenities like grocery stores, banks, 
health clubs, and the hospital. Issaquah Highlands has 
the infrastructure to support this thesis while the 
thesis itself will add an element the town is in need of. 
This site itself is fairly vacant with low grow shrubbery 
and a few trees therefore no existing structures will 
be disturbed or taken away. With mountains, evergreens, 
and Lake Sammamaish as the vistas the site is surround-
ed by nature while having the convenience being right

B S T R A C T : 

in a town that was newly 
designed for walk-abili-
ty. The justification for 
this thesis is driven by the 
fact that there is a huge 
demand for senior hous-
ing with the baby boomer 
population quickly ris-
ing and reaching the ages 
where alternative hous-
ing options are necessary. 
Likewise, the idea of senior 
housing affects everyone 
whether it be a relative or 
family friend, one day most 
will be faced with the de-
cision to move to a facility 
that can provide adequate 
care. Therefore the con-
cept of senior liv-ing has 
room for improve iment 
that can beenhanced by 
the concept of thesis de-
sign through accessibility,

community engagement, 
and green elements. This 
thesis will cater to the 
seniors 65 and older of 
the Issaquah area that are 
in need of an alternative 
housing option, or assist-
ed care because their cur-
rent living situation is in-
adequate for some reason 
or another. Along with 
the residents comes their 
families and friends that 
visit and experience the de-
sign along with support-
ing programs of the com-
munity that participate 
and engage with the spac-
es provided that are sup-
ported by this the sis de-
sign. The research on this 
thesis’s typology, CONTEXT, 
sustainable strategies, 
and the aging community

will be ongoing through-
out the projects develop-
ment to provide further 
insight and understand-
ing and apply it to the de-
sign. This thesis will be 
continuously documented 
until final completion by 
means of sketches, writ-
ings, computer models, 
physical models, etc. The 
end product will be a col-
lection of the most im-
portant information pre-
sented graphically upon 
boards along with a phys-
ical context model with 
the building model as a 
final display along with a 
completed version of this 
book in Digital format. A 
digital copy of the final 
thesis project will then 
be made available to the 

university as a record of 
completion and for view-
ing by staff and students.

A
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Because the current concept of senior living 
provides for basic human needs they can lack 
connectivity in certain aspects including el-
ements like programming within the commu-
nity and exposure and engagement to nature 
while many times this can lead to a decline 
in health both physically and mentally. in cre-
ating a senior living facility that considers a 
holistic approach into not only daily lives of 
seniors but considers their mental and phys-
ical state by focusing on accessibility, com-
munity, and nature this can provide opportu-
nity that current senior living facilities lack. 

A R R A T I V E :

THESIS  THESIS  STATEMENT

This thesis building pro-
vides residents for inde-
pendent seniors and se-
niors that need minimal 
assistance. along with 
residential part of the 
building there are mul-
tiple spaces, amenities, 
that offer convenienc-
es like a wellness cen-
ter, a rec room, a kitchen, 
gardens, and more. All 
the spaces that are not 
strictly for living are 
for the residents first-
ly but are opened to the 
community for programs. 

t y p olog    y
P R O J E C T
E MPH   A S I S
this thesis emphasizes 
how connecting physi-
cal spaces can create a 
productive, safe, and en-
gaging environment for 
seniors. Elements includ-
ing accessibility, commu-
nity, and nature will be 
used to further explore 
how this thesis can pro-
vide and accommodate for 
the desired outcome of a 
healthy and inspiring se-
nior living facility that 
promotes overall well-
ness to its residents, staff, 
visitors, and community.

JUSTIFICATION
The importance holds in the fact that everyone ages 
and most would agree that the lifestyle choices and 
habits throughout ones life, expecially during ones se-
nior years, can greatly hold a correlation to the pro-
ductivity level and quality of life. At some point most 
seniors have to deal with the fact that their current 
living situation is unmanageable for some reason or 
another whether it be too large to maintain or it is not 
handicap accessible. Therefore, now more than ever 
with the baby boomers reaching senior ages the de-
mand for senior housing options are important. Over 
the years the senior housing options have been rede-
fined for the better but there is still room for improve-
ment in the way that senior housing can be defined.

N
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O A L S :

T H E
A C A D E M I C

T H E
PROFESSIONAL 

T H E 
P E R S O N A L

Over the last four years I 
have studied and designed 
in the academic under-
standing of architec-
ture. In the end this the-
sis should demonstrate 
the skills I have acquired 
with greater knowledge 
and appreciation for the 
major topics present-
ed. Throughout the the-
sis process of there is 
no doubted that new dis-
coveries will be made. The 
final presentation will 
display the skills ac-
quired throughout the 
year through graphical 
and physical, and elec-
tronic presentation.

The overall process of this thesis will offer prepara-
tion for the professional world. Looking into all of the 
aspects from the first concept through design devel-
opment until the complete presentation this allows 
for a realistic dedication to each single task given in 
a professional position. It provides an understanding 
that each aspect of the process is important, as a new 
intern most daily tasks assigned will not include de-
signing but rather working on construction drawings. 
Therefore, an appreciation of the importance of each 
piece of the process will hopefully be gained through-
out this thesis project which can be carried into the 
professional career. likewise having a thesis profes-
sor guide me through a new process is much like being 
assigned and taught by a principle in the professional 
world. accepting guidance and learning under others 
will always provide insight into another understand-
ing of this profession, expecially when it is coming form 
a superior. it is not just the end product that speaks to 
a properly designed project but the process as well.     

To grow as an architec-
tural designer learning 
is never done and it is this 
fact that drives me  to fur-
ther my understanding in 
not only the architectur-
al field but other fields 
as well. This thesis pro-
cess will expand my un-
derstanding of rainy and 
mild climates sustainable 
strategies, the psycholo-
gy of spaces, the impact of 
community living among 
senior citizens, and the 
application of green ele-
ments etc. i hope to gain a 
deeper understanding into 
the subject matter  to 
deepen my knowledge base . 

G
For any type of project it is only proper 
to set specific goals for oneself. Therefore, 
throughout this design thesis certain goals 
are set to provide guidance into the desired 
outcome in regards to the academic,person-
al, and professional categories . 

8
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THE SENIOR LIVING FACILITY IN THE Issaquah High-
lands IS DESIGNED WITH FOUR GROUPS OF INDIVID-
UALS: THE RESIDENT, THE WORKER, THE VISITOR, AND 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS.

S E R :

T H E
R E S I D E N T
In this senior living facility the main users will be the 
people ages 65+ of the Issaquah area. The residents will 
live in the facility they are people that would like a 
change from their current living situation. They are 
welcomed into this living facility for a number of rea-
sons including a need to downsize or a need for a more 
accessible home or simply would like to be immersed in 
a community of people of the same ages. 

T H E
W O R K E R
The people who work in this 
senior living facility in-
clude nurses, cooks, well-
ness coaches, managers, 
and cleaning crew would 
be users of this facility. 
it would not run proper-
ly without them and their 
attendance would be dai-
ly. The workers will pro-
vide essential care to the 
residents from things like 
hospitality to person-
al care to maintenance.

T H E
V I S I T O R

T H E
C O MM  U N I T Y

The families and friend 
of the residents are wel-
comed and strongly en-
couraged into the facility 
therefore will be another 
type of user that will con-
tinuously be around. These 
visitors will have full ac-
cess to the facility and 
are allowed night passes 
if they wish to stay the 
night. they must simply be 
approved at the front desk 
for safety precautions.

Although this is a senior 
living facility it is opened 
up to the community and 
invites organizations and 
programs in. Therefore, 
programs like girl scouts, 
cooking classes, and well-
ness classes are sup-
ported and encouraged 
to facilitate the non-res-
idential spaces . With mul-
tiple programs support-
ed it opens up the facility 
to the whole community.

U
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E S E A R C H :

	 Impairments, both physical and mental, can oc-
cur when the elderly aging process begins; the loss of 
abilities such as balance, agility, and memory can cre-
ate hardships in simple daily tasks and activities per-
formed. These losses can affect and/or inhibit overall 
wellness in regards to the longevity of a productive, 
independent, and social lifestyle. Eliminating barri-
ers that would cause extra stress to the physical or 
mental state of a senior are crucial, for they may lead 
to other areas of life and have a negative domino ef-
fect. Therefore, the environment both physical and so-
cial, in which senior citizens dwell, can be made a pos-
itive key contributor of a healthy and dynamic aging 
process. Senior living facilities are, for the most part, 
adequate in the fact they are able to provide all ef-
fects necessary to live a standard life. What they are 
lacking are opportunities to cater to continued over-
all wellness. This problem can be solved by consider-
ing a holistic design approach; an approach that con-
siders multiple aspects and does not just design for 
one desired outcome but many. Applying the concept 
of connectivity to design intentions of senior living 
facilities can be the advancement needed to support

Current and continued 
wellness of its residents. 
This can be achieved by fo-
cusing on physical mobil-
ity within and around the 
home, creating a sense of 
community throughout 
the facility and the sur-
rounding town, and in-
tegrating nature by cre-
ating opportunities for 
interaction through mul-
tiple senses. These are 
elements of design that 
are needed to be working 
harmoniously together to 
transform senior living 
facilities from what they 
are today to successful 
and supportive environ-
ments that cater to and 
nurture continued well-
ness for senior living.

such that they benefit all 
users while going essen-
tially unnoticed.” In resi-
dential settings, features 
can include lever-han-
dle faucets, no-thresh-
old walk-in showers, ze-
ro-step entrances, wider 
doorways and halls, and 
kitchen counter tops at 
varying levels to accom-
modate standing and seat-
ed users, as well as people 
of different heights” (Tep-
per, 2016). This simply sug-
gests that designing for 
the needs of all people no 
matter what their phys-
ical capabilities are pru-
dent. This needs to be the 
concept when designing 
for anyone but especially 
When designing for se-
niors. Even if a resident has

INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED SENIOR LIVING
R

	 It is important, with 
designing for seniors, to 
consider mobility change 
over time and allowing 
these considerations to 
dominate the accessibility 
aspect of design. It is stat-
ed in the article Making 
a house a Home that Uni-
versal Design is, “design 
of products and environ-
ments to be usable by all 
people, to the greatest 
extent possible, without 
the need for adaptation or 
specialized design” (Tep-
per, 2016). Tepper contin-
ues on to emphasize that,
“A key concept of univer-
sal design is to provide ac-
cessibility without stig-
matization by integrating
accessibility features 

full physical capabilities 
that does not mean that 
their status could change 
in the future. Therefore, if 
the status of mobility were 
to change, at any point, the 
ability of daily household 
tasks would not be inhib-
ited if universal design 
concepts are implemented 
in and around the home.

12



2015) For example, if the 
grocery store is only a 
few blocks away seniors 
are more apt to go inde-
pendently and do their 
own shopping. This also 
provides a chance for 
physical activity, like bik-
ing or walking, without 
the worry of overdo-
ing it. Living within close 
proximity to services can 
provide greater opportu-
nities for continued in-
ndependence while also 
allowing for opportunity 
of more physical activity.

	 Not only does 
closeness to business-
es help seniors maintain 
their independence and 
provide them the oppor-
tunity for physical activ-
ity, but it allows them to 
support local businesses 
and maintain social links. 

	 Certain household tasks can be difficult to 
perform for seniors, therefore identifying the main 
tasks that can lead to complications is important. It 
is observed by Marianne Granbom in a research study, 
A Public Health Perspective to Environmental Barri-
ers and Accessibility Problems for Senior Citizens Liv-
ing in Ordinary Housing, that for people ages 80-89,
“Three barriers were among top-ten barriers regard-
less of housing type or functional profile; steps/
threshold/ differences in level between rooms; 
wall-mounted cupboards and shelves placed too high 
in kitchen and no grab bars at shower/bath and toilet” 
(Granbom, Iwarsson, Kylberg, Pettersson, & Slaug, 2016)
These are just a few barriers, among many, that need to be 
considered when designing an accessible living facility 
for seniors. Eliminating as many obstacles as possible 
will make daily routines more manageable for seniors.

	 Eliminating obstacles within the home allows 
for the opportunity of performing tasks with ease, 
therefore allowing for less disturbances through-
out the residents day and a greater opportunity to 
go on with their day as planned. There is research 
that proves accessible and properly designed homes 
can contribute to independence which can in turn 
lead to positive health and wellness (Granbom et al., 
2016). This supports the claim that accessible design 
does not only affect the current task performed by 
an individual but can have a domino effect into other 
aspects in life. When certain tasks are able to be per-
formed with ease it allows for opportunity to contin-
ue on to other tasks and activities planned for the day.

	 Accessibility is one of the key elements 
of a productive senior. Ganbom emphasizes that,
“It should be kept in mind that accessibility is only one out 
of several aspects of housing shown to be associated with 
well-being and quality of life. Neighborhood character-
istics and perceived aspects of home and are at least as 
important for the individual facing disability or age-re-
lated functional decline [44, 45].” (Granbom et al., 2016).
This raises the notion that accessibility is one of the 
many key influences in the wellness of seniors but so 
is a sense of belonging. Many factors Contribute to the 
well-being of seniors within and around their home 
that include but are not limited to accessible design.

	 There is a transi-
tion in behavior between 
adults in the work force 
and seniors after retire-
ment.  Adults in the work-
force are unlike older 
adults in the sense that 
they have more free time, 
which tends to be spent 
in and around the home 
and neighborhood, en-
gaging and participating 
with those around them. 
(Levasseur et al., 2015) 
Seniors are not forced 
to engage with others 
as they formerly would 
have been during a typical 
work day, and this change 
can be a negative one. This 
can lead to seclusion, iso-
lation, and loneliness. 
Therefore, creating spac-
es for communal activities 
and opportunities for so-
cial interaction are cru-
cial. Seniors have a differ-
ent type of contact with 
those around them when 
compared to those still in 
the work force, thus there 
needs to have alterna-
tive means of socializing.

Social interaction is a 
healthy way to stay en-
gaged as is physical ac-
tivity, the importance of 
continued physical activ-
ity throughout a lifetime 
reps benefits especially in 
seniors. In the article The 
Relationship Between the 
Built Environment and Ha-
bitual Levels of Physical 
Activity in South African

Older Adults: A Pilot 
Study, Kolbe-Alexander 
claims, “There is consis-
tent evidence of associ-
ation between physical 
activity and reduced risk 
for non-communicable 
diseases [4].” (Kolbe-Al-
exander, Pacheco, Tomaz, 
Karpul, & Lambert, 2015). 
While continuing on to 
suggest that consistent 
physical activity in se-
niors has shown too sig-
nificantly, “increase func-
tional independence [7], 
increase mobility and mus-
cle strength [7, 8], main-
tain glucose blood levels 
[9], improve bone health 
and bone mineral density 
[7, 9], improve psycholog-
ical [9] wellbeing as well 
overall quality of life [7, 
10]” (Kolbe-Alexander et 
al., 2015). This provides the 
importance that seniors, 
specifically, should en-
gage in physical activity 
not only for their current 
health conditions but for 
their overall wellbeing.

 Location can be a key as-
pect of design when con-
sidering keeping seniors 
connected to their sur-
roundings. This is found 
in Levasseurs study, living 
within a reasonable prox-
imity to services like shop-
ping, health, and banking 
can lead to continued in-
dependence and social 
links within the commu-
nity. (Levasseur et al., 

For example, if seniors are 
on their way to a nearby 
local business they have 
a higher chance to pass 
other community mem-
bers and maintain social 
contact. (Levasseur et al., 
2015) Living within close 
proximity to essential 
services has many bene-
fits for seniors including 
financially supporting 
the community and allow-
ing them to have contin-
ued social interactions.

14
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adults have at least two 
falls per year. 3 Group ex-
ercise programs decrease 
fall frequency, increase 
balance, and improve 
quality of life in this pop-
ulation” (Kelley, Aaron, 
Hynds, Machado, & Wolff, 
2014). This research offers 
incentive to not only par-
ticipate in group activities, 
which in turn creates so-
cial interaction, but also 
to manage their physical 
fitness to prevent poten-
tial physical accidents. 
Participating in group ex-
ercise programs promotes 
health and averts the po-
tential for mishaps. Along 
with preventing injuries, 
regular exercise pro-
grams can reduce the risk 
of certain diseases. There 
is reliable proof provided 
by Kolbe-Alexander that 
there are direct correla-
tions between regular 
physical activity and the 
Decrease in sickness and 
death (Kolbe-Alexander et 
al., 2015). Providing pro-
grams, that vary within 
skill level, are a simply yet 
effective way to promote 
physical activity with-
in senior living facilities 
to decrease the chance 
for multiple diseases. 

A senior living facility 
care should provide more

one, especially seniors, 
because the older peo-
ple are the less resilient 
they become. Seniors may 
have more difficulties 
when it comes to medical 
procedures and recov-
ery and rehab times, these 
are Normal notions. Med-
ical procedures and re-
covery and rehab times, 
these are normal notions. 
Therefore anything that 
can promote healthy liv-
ing should be implement-
ed into a daily lifestyle.	

There is an accepted cor-
relation between the ne-
cessity to be active and 
the capability to be ac-
tive, and the need for the 
natural environment. It is 
suggested that activities 16

	 The importance of safety is an element of com-
fort that cannot be underestimated when it comes 
to seniors and their mobility within their communi-
ty. If they do not feel comfortable they will be less 
willing to leave the security of their home and en-
gage and participate. Levasseur claims that neighbor-
hood security and user-friendliness can help pro-
mote community-driven active living in older adults 
(Levasseur et al., 2015). The “user-friendliness” plays 
a significant role in participation within the commu-
nity. There are many things that seniors struggle 
with therefore, the easier it is to maneuver about the 
town the higher chance they will participate in the 
community. Safety and usability within seniors liv-
ing environment is an important aspect that will pro-
mote a sense of security and comfortability which 
allows for engagement within the community. 	

	 Getting involved with programs and activi-
ties can be difficult when they do not hold any in-
terest or engagement therefore providing relevant 
and engaging plans is important. Levasseur states, 
“Since older adults might be more likely to be mobile 
or participate when activities are meaningful to them 
[99], the impact of seeing other people walking or do-
ing social activities should not be underestimated…
Moreover, integrating older adults into their com-
munity can provide them with emotional support, 
motivation, information, social interaction, friend-
ship, sense of belonging, etc” (Levasseur et al., 2015).
Therefore, it is important to engage seniors 
with activities suiting for them specifically and 
the power of suggestion can contribute great-
ly to their own desire to take part in activities.

	 The importance of finding programs for seniors 
to partake in is just the first step, the second step is Find-
ing physical fitness programs that seniors can routine-
ly participate in. It is recorded in the study The Effects 
of a Therapeutic Yoga Program on Postural Control, 
Mobility, and Gait Speed in Community-dwelling Older

than a place to live, it 
should contribute oppor-
tunities to live a happy and 
active life. ”‘Successful 
aging’ is regarded as not 
only physical and func-
tional health, but also 
high cognitive functioning 
and active involvement in 
society (Rowe & Kahn 1997). 
(Tse MMY, 2010). This defini-
tion is what is needed when 
it comes to the care pro-
vided by senior living fa-
cilities. Tse continues on 
to suggest that, “people 
with good health habits 
live longer and healthier, 
reducing their chances of 
having to rely on the med-
ical system” (Hong Kong 
Policy Research Institute 
Ltd 2006). (Tse MMY, 2010).
rule of thumb for every  

Accompanied with physi-
cal mobility while appre-
ciating and being involved 
with the outdoors include 
i physical “strength, agil-
ity, and stamina,” things 
that as seniors age can 
decline as a natural pro-
cess (Sugiyama & Ward 
Thompson, 2007). Anything 
that can improve and pro-
long the physical mo-
bility is something that 
should be mandatory as 
part of a daily routine.

FIGURE 6



Therefore connect the 
resident to their sur-
roundings. Sustainable 
strategies including solar 
panels, rainwater capture, 
harnessing geothermal 
energy, and wind energy are 
all natural approaches 
that could be implemented 
into a senior living design

	 Through the de-
sign applications of con-
nectivity by means of 
properly and specifically 
considered accessibility, 
producing a strong sense 
of community, , and incor-
porating nature through 
the senses senior living 
facilities can be not only a 
place of living but a place 
of thriving. Accessible de-
sign is one of the core de-
sign intention when con-
sidering an improved type 
of senior living facility, it 
promotes ease while mak-
ing residents lives sim-
pler and supports well-
ness. Linking seniors to 
their surroundings to 
promote independence and 
a healthy social life is a 
dynamic way to encour-
age healthy habits. Incor-
porating nature into the 
design of a senior living 
facility has multiple ben

efits for health, healing, 
and engagement among its 
residents. Collaboratively 
these elements together 
have the potential to cre-
ate a senior living facility 
that promotes current 
and continued overall 
wellness for its residents.

	 Integrating nature into daily interactions has 
numerous health benefits not only physically but 
mentally as well. In the article What Is the Evidence 
to Support the Use of Therapeutic Gardens for the El-
derly? Detweiler study using horticulture therapy, 
HT, indicates to have an effective means for improving 
sleep, agitation, and cognition in seniors. It proves to 
aid in learning new skills, improve memory, sense of re-
sponsibility, and social interaction. HT has shown to 
reduce stress, increase the feelings of calm and re-
laxation, and nurture sense of accomplishment and 
self-esteem. Nine out of ten cases display improve-
ments in self-esteem when involvement in activities in 
green settings. (Detweiler et al., 2012). Many aspects of 
health can assistance in a positive way when HT tech-
niques are implemented into senior’s daily routines.

	 One of the more hands on aspects of integrating 
nature into resident’s lives is gardening, this is prov-
en in a study performed. Gardening has many benefits 
as a hobby for one, it gets residents up and Out of the 
house while tending to it. It allows for the residents to 

own fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs if desired. This 
could also open up the op-
portunity for involvement 
in the local farmers mar-
kets, something that has 
more benefits than simply 
involvement in the commu-
nity. Gardening also has 
the simple pleasure as-
pect to it, gardening can be 
a fun and rewarding activ-
ity to participate in. (Wicks, 
2012). Results found in a 
study performed on se-
niors engaging in dai-
ly gardening activities 
showed positive results.

In the article Design-
ing for Living they focus 
on the argument that

Even though it is a known 
fact that natural out 
door environments are 
essential to physical and 
mental wellbeing, it is a 
new area of study when it 
is being implemented into 
the living environments as 
a wellness aid (Wicks, 2012). 
This is an interesting con-
cept considering at one 
point all dwellers had to 
rely on the natural out-
door environment, but now 
the concept is coming back 
and being studied and then 
implemented into prac-
tice as a mean of promot-
ing health and wellness.
There are ways of design-
ing that can capture the 
natural environment 
and implement it into the 
program of the building. 
Senior living should in-
tegrate natural design 
elements like passive sys-
tems to promote health 
and healing in the design 
program. Design strat-
egies like natural light, 
green spaces and paths, 
and cross ventilation 
can be used to encour-
age wellness physically 
and mentally (Wicks, 2012). 
Another aspect that can 
be considered is creat-
ing views to the outside 18
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Detweiler, M. B., Sharma, T., Detweiler, J. G., Murphy, P. F., Lane, S., Carman, J., … Kim, K. Y. 		
	 (2012). What Is the Evidence to Support the Use of Therapeutic Gar			 
	dens  for the Elderly? Psychiatry Investigation, 9(2), 100–110. http://doi.		
	org /10.4306/pi.2012.9.2.100

This article focuses on Horticulture Therapy, HT, and its benefits in therapeutically 
and rehabilitation applications in the aging senior population, and how it can prevent 
the high cost of conventional medical options. Detweiler studies the correlation 
between HT methods used and the effects on seniors It provides multiple physical 
and mental benefits of HT applications and how it can support long-term care and 
recuperation. 

Granbom, M., Iwarsson, S., Kylberg, M., Pettersson, C., & Slaug, B. (2016). A public health 		
	 perspective to environmental barriers and accessibility problem 			 
	for  senior citizens living in ordinary housing. BMC Public Health, 16. 		
	 http://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-016-3369-2

This research article explores the physical mobility in and around ordinary housing 
and further looks into how it can have negative effects of social participation and 
health. The study investigates the specific household barriers and obstacles within 
a standard home and how they in turn affect the resident. A key focus was the type 
of the homes and the year they were built. This article explored different types of 
homes with residents of different physical capabilities to provide evidence for com-
mon household barriers experienced by the aging population.

(2014). The effects of a therapeutic yoga program on postural control, mobility, 		
	and  gait speed in community-dwelling older adults. Journal of Alternativ 		
	and  Complementary Medicine (New York, N.Y.), 20(12), 949–954. http://doi.		
	org /10.1089/acm.2014.0156

This journal article reviews the effects of a twelve week yoga program performed 
by seniors. The trial was overall successful in many ways including consistent par-
ticipation by members and improvements in physical capabilities of participants. The 
study was targeting community dwelling older adults, and how a weekly program 
can have a positive effect on their quality of life.

Kelley, K. K., Aaron, D., Hynds, K., Machado, E., & Wolff, M. 
	 Kolbe-Alexander, T. L., Pacheco, K., Tomaz, S. A., Karpul, D., & Lambert, E. V. (2015). 		
	 The relationship between the built environment and habitual levels 		
	of  physical activity in South African older adults: a pilot study. BMC 		
	Public  Health, 15, 518. http://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-015-1853-8

This study reviews the ideas that the built environment that seniors are in plays a 
role in their physical activity and demonstrate the importance of the correlation in 
low income seniors in South Africa. Elements including street connectivity, aesthet-
ics, and safety were considered into the study. The results concluded that seniors 
living in lower-income neighborhoods participate in transport related activity, 
factors including vehicle ownership and self-perceptive health status proved to 
lessen physical activity level. The built environment can have contributing factors 
to senior’s physical activity. 

Levasseur, M., Généreux, M., Bruneau, J.-F., Vanasse, A., Chabot, É., Beaulac, C., & Bédard, 		
	M .-M. (2015). Importance of proximity to resources, social support, trans		
	 portation and neighborhood security for mobility and social participation 		
	in  older adults: results from a scoping study. BMC Public Health, 15, 		
	 503. http://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-015-1824-0

        N N O T A T E D
b i b l i o g r a p h y :

This research article explored the key factors in mobility and social participation in 
older adults and reviewed the association of the surrounding neighborhood com-
munity as a contributing force on this matter. A formal research was conducted 
and reviewed, with the findings that mobility and social participation were positively 
associated with closeness of things like services and public transportation, and 
negatively associated with things like poor user-friendliness and neighborhood inse-
curity. The information found provides innovative design solutions for senior living 
environments that support a high quality of life.

Sugiyama, T., & Ward Thompson, C. (2007). Outdoor envirments, ativity and the well-being 	
	of  older people: conceptualizing environmental support. Environment & 		
	Planning  A, 39(8), 1943–1960.

This research article reviews how the outdoor environment has a positive effect on 
the lives of older people. The study preformed provides research into the ideas that 
neighborhoods with a solid infrastructure make outdoor activities possible and can 
encourage a higher quality of life. The research provides insight into the benefits 
of the outdoors and physical activity, nature, and social interaction. This research 
reviews the benefits of the outdoors and the affects it can have on older people.

Tepper, D. (2016). Making a House an Accessible Home. PT in Motion, 22–32.

This article supports and advocates for Universal Design, UD, to be implemented in 
homes to support residents continued accessibility. Common knowledge of multiple 
physical therapists advocate for this as well, and encourage design that not only 
meets the current needs of one specific individual but allows for the needs of all, no 
matter their physical abilities. Aging in place is applauded, making a current resi-
dence accessible, but the notion of new construction simply integrating different 
ideas of UD instead of only applying ADA is a suggested greatly. 

Tse MMY. (2010). Therapeutic effects of an indoor gardening programme for older 		
	 people living in nursing homes. Journal of Clinical Nursing, 19(7/8), 949–958. 		
	 http://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2702.2009.02803.x

This journal examines the daily activities of and the psychological health of older 
people living in nursing homes while implementing a gardening program to see the ef-
fects. The core components reviewed over the course of the study were socialization, 
satisfaction, loneliness. They address the correlation between sedimentary activities 
and the decline in function. The resulting information came from a study preformed 
over the period of eight weeks which involved participating in gardening activities. 
The results of the study were as expected, elevated feelings of happiness with life 
and social interaction and a decrease in feelings of isolation and loneliness.

Wicks, A. (2012). Designing for living. Landscape Architecture Australia, (134), 28–28.

 This article is the reflection of an occupational therapists views about landscape 
architecture, and urban design and how it can be considered when it comes to young 
children and aging seniors. It is suggested that the environment that surrounds an 
individual can shape what is done and what is done can shape the environment. Suit-
able spaces both indoor and out should encourage activity and play, this can provide 
benefits in a rage of areas. Properly maintained recreational spaces, both indoor and 
out, benefit young children and aging seniors alike, and can provide involvement and 
engagement.
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P R E C E D E N T  N A R R A T I V E
The following case studies provide valued 
and successful design elements that of-
fer insight into this thesis. When research-
ing senior living facilities many types have 
proven successful and not successful, from 
retirement homes all the way to nursing homes. 

R E C E D E N T :P 
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W  O  O  D  L  A  N  D   H  I  L  L  :
ARCHITECT: POPE
ARCHITECTS

LOCATION: HUDSON, WI

95 SENIOR APARTMENTS
46 ASSISTED LIVING
19 MEMORY CARE

279,000 SQ.FT. SENIOR LIVING
+ 
6,100 SQ.FT. MEDICAL SUITE

VALUE:
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY READY & ENGAGED PEOPLE OPERATIONAL 
INTEGRITY SERVICE AND EXCELLENCE STEWARDSHIP

VISION:
TO PROVIDE MORE CHOICES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MORE 
OLDER ADULTS TO LIVE WELL

YEAR COMPLETED: 2016

HICKORY: ONE BEDROOM/ 
SUN-ROOM 1,160 SQ.FT.

ASH: ONE BEDROOM 736 SQ.FT.

DOUGLAS: ONE BEDROM SUN-
ROOM 931 SQ.FT.

SPRUCE: TWO BEDROOM 1,256 
SQ.FT.
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THE DESIGN INTENTIONS OF WOODLAND HILLS SENIOR LIV-
ING FACILITY VALUE ASPECTS INCLUDING COMMUNITY, 
FAITH, AND PROMOTING HEALTHY AGING. THIS IS ACHIEVED 
BY PROVIDING SPACES TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE AND ACT 
UPON THESE VALUES. THEY PROVIDE ACCESSIBLE DWELL-
ING UNITS ALONG WITH ROOMS FOR WORSHIP AND ROOMS 
FOR WELLNESS. THEY HAVE OUTDOOR SPACES INCLUDING 
WATER FEATURES ALONG WITH WALKING PATHS AND SEAT-
ING AREAS THAT ALLOW FOR OUTDOOR ACTIVITY. THE COL-
ORS USED THROUGHOUT THE LIVING FACILITY ARE CALMING 
AND NATURAL COLORS. THE USE OF LARGE AND LARGE WIN-
DOWS ALLOW FOR NATURAL LIGHT INTO THE INDOOR SPACES.

O N C L U S I O N :C
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ARCHITECT: ANKROM MOSIAN

LOCATION: BEAVERTON, OR

MEMORY CARE
LONG TERM CARE
REHABILITATION

11,685 SQ.FT. 

MISSION:
PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF THOSE WHO ARE MADE INFIRM BY 
DISABILITY OR AGE
RESPECTING HUMAN DIGNITY IN THE EXPERIENCE OF SICKNESS 
AND DEATH
FOSTERING THE PHYSICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL, SPIR-
ITUAL, AND SOCIAL WELL-BEING OF PEOPLE.

YEAR COMPLETED: 2015

M A R Y V I L L  N U R S I N G
H  O  M  E 

ONE OF THIS FACILITIES DESIGN FOCUSES IS NATURAL LIGHT, 
THIS IS DONE BY CLEAR-STORY WINDOWS AND LARGE-SPAN 
WINDOWS. BY ALLOWING FOR AMPLE NATURE LIGHT THIS 
PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR LESS ARTIFICIAL LIGHTS TO 
BE USED DURING THE DAY, SAVING ON ELECTRICITY. NAT-
URAL DAY LIGHT ALSO PROVIDES A SOFTER  LIGHT TO THE 
RESIDENTS THAT IS NOT AS HARSH AS ARTIFICIAL LIGHT-
ING OPTIONS. THE USE OF THE WOOD PROVIDES A SOFT AND 
COMFORTING FEEL TO THE FACILITY THAT ALSO HAS A DESIR-
ABLE AESTHETIC TO IT. PLAYING OFF OF THE USE OF WOOD 
IS THE USE OF LIGHT COLORS. WITH THE MATERIAL CHOICE 
AND COLORS USED THIS LIVING FACILITY PROVIDES A CALM 
AND SOOTHING LOOK THAT CAN OFFER THE RESIDENTS 
AND SHORT TERM STAY PATIENTS WITH A SENSE OF EASE. 

O N C L U S I O N :C
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S T  B R I E U C ’ S  E L D E R L Y
E S T A B L I S HM  E N T :
ARCHITECT:NOMADEARCHI-
TECTS

LOCATION: SAINT BRIEUC, 
FRANCE

ELDERLY HOUSING

5,000 SQ.FT. 

GOALS:
TO INTEGRATE INTO RESIDENTIAL SURROUNDINGS
CREATE A COMFORTABLE AND SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT TO ALL 
RESIDENTS RESPECT INDIVIDUALITY AND PRIVACY

YEAR COMPLETED: 2014

CONSIDERING THE LOCATION AMONG HOUSING UNITS DROVE 
THE EXTERIOR DESIGN  WHICH RESEMBLES MULTIPLE HOUS-
ING UNITS CONNECTED BY CORRIDORS. INTEGRATING ANY 
DESIGN WITHIN THE COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT. THIS AL-
LOWS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT TO CONTINUE KEEP THE RES-
IDENTIAL LOOK WHILE MAKING THE RESIDENTS OF THE EL-
DERLY ESTABLISHMENT FEEL AT HOME AS WELL, AS THEY DO 
NOT STICK OUT VISUALLY.  THIS ESTABLISHMENTS CONSID-
ERED THE IMPORTANCE OF OUTDOOR SPACES. THEY PROVIDE 
WALKWAYS, SEATING, AND GREEN ELEMENTS. THIS CREATES A 
COMPLETE SPACE THAT ALLOWS FOR OUTDOOR ENGAGEMENT. 

O N C L U S I O N :C
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Since the motivation of the design will be driven by 
connectivity though accessibility, community, and 
nature the senior living facility must provide for 
fluidity throughout the execution of the design 
within the site and extending into the community.
Since a focus of the design is accessible design the se-
nior living facility should allow for universal use 
to people of any physical ability, including handi-
capped people, throughout the entirety of the design.
Since a focus of the design is on integrating within the 
community the senior living facility should provide op-
portunity to not only support the immediate residents of 
the facility but the residents of the community as well.

Since the proposed senior 
living facility is in the Is-
saquah Highlands it must 
provide opportunity for 
all-level income resi-
dents, as is provided among 
the other housing options 
within the community.
Since the senior living fa-
cility is proposed to be 
constructed in a new up 
and coming town that val-
ues sustainable design 
the quality of materials, 
including aspects like 

considering the goal is 
to connect the residents 
to the everyday conve-
niences provided with-
in the town the senior 
living  facility must re-
spond with proper loca-
tion within the community.
Since the proposed loca-
tion is empty the senior 
living facility should cre-
ate greenery by means 
of gardens, paths, and 
sustainable designs.

the future development 
to further support the 
goals of a senior liv-
ing facility along with 
the community of Is-
saquah Highlands itself.
Since the living facili-
ty has many purposed 
green features among 
the site the senior living 
/ assisted living facility 
should provide opportu-
nity for growth and fu-
ture sustainable designs. 

F unction       F or  m E cono    m y

T i m e

Lead time, must be of high 
level along with the con-
sideration of construc-
tion management, waste 
control, and recyclability.

Since the senior living fa-
cility has undeveloped 
land next to the proposed 
site, dedicated to future 
development of Issaquah 
Highlands, this location 
should provide opportu-
nities for connectivity to 
the development in the fu-
ture while allowing for 32

R  O  G  R  A  M  :
P R O G R A M  N A R R A T I V E
The program for the senior living facility consists 
of two different types of spaces: one private to the 
residents and one public to the community. The goal 
is to provide comfortable living accommodations to 
s e n i o r s  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d
community spaces to engage and interact with each 
other. This intention is driven form the idea that the 
types of spaces provided to seniors can shape the 
type of lifestyle they chose to participate in.
Therefore, the more interactive, produc-
tive, and beautiful spaces are, the great-
er chance it can lead to a healthier lifestyle.

P



Function People Capacity No. of Units Area/Units Net Area Net Area Subtotal

Reception/Displays 4 8 1

Private rooms 3 5 2 200 400

Offices 3 3 2 250 500

Work Stations 3 3 3 300 900

Break Room 3 8 1 450 450

Nurses Stations 5 5 2 450 1000

Restrooms 1 1 2 110 220

Daycare 10 10 1 850 850

Subtotal 35 4,320

Library/Media Center 10 10 1 580 580

Worship room 15 30 1 450 450

Salon 3 3 1 280 280

Rec Room 30 50 1 1,500 1,500

Convenience Store/Café 12 12 1 300 300

Green House 8 8 1 300 300

Subtotal 78 3410

Changing Room 6 12 2 400 800

Steam room 6 6 1 200 200

Sauna 2 8 2 100 200

Yoga/Aerobic Studio 15 15 2 1500 3000

Bathroom 6 6 2 145 290

Subtotal 47 4,490

Residential Suite 1 20 40 20 920 18,000

Residential Suite 2 10 20 10 1,230 12,300

Assisted Living Suites 12 24 12 760 9,120

Common Room 30 50 1 700 700

Subtotal 104 22,138

Seating 45 1

Serving 2 1

Kitchen 5 1

Entry

Staff Services

SPACE LIST

Residential Dining

Residential Ammenities 

Subtotal

Wellness Center 

Living Spaces

34

Land Use Area

PEOPLE GROSS AREA FLOOR BUILDING FOOTPRINT GAC LAND AREA

SENIOR LIVING FACILITY

Senior Living 140 34,358 3 17,179 14% 124,000

Parking

Staff 30 11,400 1 11,400 9% 124,000

RESIDENTS 50 19,000 1 19,000 15% 124,000

Visitor 15 5,700 1 5,700 5% 124,000

Service 1 380 1 380 1% 124,000

140 70,838 104,959

PHASE 1

LAND USE REQUIREMENTS

PEOPLE

FIGURE 21
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I T E :
S I T E  N A R R A T I V E
The site is one of the driving factors in this thesis, 
t h i s  s it  e  wa s  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  it   m e t  a l l  t h e 
requirements I needed to support the design 
i n t e n ti  o n s . T h i s  s it  e  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e 
infrastructure to sustenance the typology cho-
sen for this thesis while including the desired vistas 
and vegetation desired. This site is located in a region 
I have never researched before therefore learning 
about the sustainable technologies of the place will 
greatly impact the overall design. The site is now 
vacant, besides little plant life, and is designated as 
future development to the town, therefore no
existing structures will be disturbed by this the-
sis. This thesis will examine ways to incorpora-
teelements of the surrounding town while inte-
grating it into the natural elements of the place.

S
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L O C A T I O N
County: king county
INCLUDES 2,117,125 PEOPLE WITH 12.4% OF THOSE PEOPLE BE-
ING 65 YEARS AND OLDER.
Issaquah Highlands, WA 98029
HOUSES A POPULATION OF 34,950 PEOPLE. THERE AREA TOTAL 
OF 4 SENIOR LIVING FACILITIES AND ONLY 1
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES WHICH PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
THE NEED OF SENIOR HOUSING.
M ission      :
“Issaquah Highlands COMBINES THE CONVENIENCE AND EX-
CITEMENT FOUND IN DENSE CITIES WITH THE QUALITY OF LIFE 
FOUND IN THE SUBURBS. ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE WITH 
SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD, EXCELLENT SCHOOLS, AND MANY RECRE-
ATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES-OUR COMMUNITY PROVIDES AN IDEAL 
PLACE FOR YOU AND PLAY.”
THE QUALITIES THAT ARE VALUED IN THE Highlands ARE THE 
QUALITIES THAT WOULD SUPPORT THE DESIGN OF THE PRO-
POSED SENIOR LIVING FACILITY. 40

S I T E

W I N D
R O S E

L A K E
SAMMAMMISH
+
I ssaqua      h

G R A N D
P L A Z A
THE GRAND PLAZA OF THE Is-
saquah Highlands IS LOCAT-
ED RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM THE PROPOSED THESIS 
SITE, THIS PLAZA HAS CONVE-
NIENCES THAT WILL SUPPORT 
THE DEMAND OF THE SENIOR 
LIVING FACILITY. to cross 
the street to reach the 
grand plaza residents and 
visitors must cross a one-
way street that provides 
proper and safe pedestri-
an crosswalks.

THE WIND IN THE PACIF-
IC NORTHWEST REGION OF 
WASHINGTON COMES MAINLY 
FROM THE SOUTHWEST BE-
CAUSE OF THE COASTAL WINDS 
COMING UP FORM THE SOUTH 
WHICH IS WHY THE TEMPERA-
TURES ARE SO MILD FOR BE-
ING IN THE NORTH. THEIR ARE 
ALSO WINDS THAT DO BLOW 
DOWN FROM THE NORTH THAT 
BRING IN THE COLD CLIMATES. 
WITH THESE WINDS SUSTAIN-
ABLE STRATEGIES LIKE WIND 
HARVESTING FOR ENERGY 
PURPOSES ARE OPTIONS TO 
BE EXPLORED INTO FURTHER 
THROUGHOUT THIS THESIS. 

FIGURE 25
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HEAVY
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Light
SNOW

MILD
SNOW

HEAVY
SNOW

THUNDER
STORMS

S U N
S T U D Y

AS IN ANY LOCATION THE 
TIMES THAT THE SUN RISE 
AND SET THROUGHOUT THE 
YEAR CHANGE DRASTICALLY. 
IN THE WESTERN WASHING-
TON AREA SPECIFICALLY THE 
MOST DRASTIC TIME DIFFER-
ENCE BETWEEN THE SUNSET 
IS 4 HOURS AND 51 MINUTES 
WHILE THE DIFFERENCE BE-
TWEEN THE SUN RISE is NOT AS 
DRASTIC WITH A DIFFERENCE 
OF 1 HOUR AND 43 MINUTES. 
THIS ALLOWS FOR A MAXIMUM 
OF 11 HOURS AND A MINIMUM 
OF 7 HOURS AND 25 MINUTES.

W E A T H E R
P A T T E R N S

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST IS 
KNOWING SPECIFICALLY FOR 
THEIR RAINY BUT MILD WEATH-
ER PATTERNS throughout 
the entire year. THIS AL-
LOWS FOR EXPLORATION INTO 
SUSTAINABLE STRATEGIES 
THAT RELY HEAVILY ON RAIN-
WATER COLLECTION FOR THIS 
THESIS. this will most like-
ly the most explored sus-
tainable strategy solely 
because it makes the most 
sense for this climate. 
rainwater can be harvest-
ed and used for the bene-
fit of the residents.
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THE Highlands HAVE A SET OF SUSTAINABLE STANDARDS, 
THESE STANDARDS ARE FOUND WITHIN THE COMMUNITY IN ALL 
THE BUILDINGS ALREADY DESIGNED AND ARE REQUIRED FOR 
ANY FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN THE CITY. THESE ARE THE BASE 
LINE OF SUSTAINABLE APPLICATIONS THAT MUST BE MET, BUT 
THERE IS OPPORTUNITIES TO APPLY FURTHER SUSTAINABLE 
STRATEGIES THAT ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE SET STANDARDS.

SUSTAINABLE
S T R AT E G I E S
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O  D  E  :
C O D E  A N A L Y S I S
In knowing the code information it allows for 
the groundwork to be rooted in the thesis, with 
these tools this thesis can then know its lim-
its, requirements, and necessities. This thesis 
provides housing for seniors which relies heav-
ily on safety, with this in mind the codes are tak-
en extremely seriously. The code information 
provide the basics needed to design this thesis.

C

CLASSIFICATION: RESIDENTIAL 
R-4

CONSTRUCTION TYPE: PRO-
TECTED WOOD FRAMING
V-A

FIRE RATING RESISTANCE RE-
QUIREMENTS:
1 HOURS
EXTERIOR WALLS
STRUCTURAL FRAMING
FLOOR/CEILING/ROOF

ALLOWABLE STORIES ABOVE 
GRADE

ALLOWABLE HEIGHT ABOVE 
GRADE

OCCUPANCY: 180

MAXIMUM TRAVEL DISTANCE 
TO EXIT 250 FEET

MINIMUM: 
CORRIDOR/AISLE WIDTH 36”
EXIT DOORS 32”
STAIR WIDTH44”
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        L  A N   F  O R
P R O C E E D I N G :

The research of this thesis will be conduct-
ed in multiple areas, this will be done through-
out the projects development. The research will 
continue to focus on the key components of the 
thesis including project typology, site and cli-
mate, programmatic requirements and healthy 
aging methods, etc. The study of how spac-
es can affect people and their productivity 
will continue to be an emphasis in research.

D E S I G N
METHODOLOGY
The design methodologies used will be a combination of 
design research and descriptive research collective-
ly these methods will provide a deep understanding 
of the research and design intentions of this thesis.

This method will be used throughout the completion 
of the thesis to provide further understanding of 
form and function. Through exploration of design and 
redesign it will allow for the pieces that work to be 
strategically pieced together while eliminating the el-
ements that do not add to the underlying ideas of this 
thesis. This type of study will be done through means 
of investigating concepts, sketches, models, etc. The 
design research methodology is necessary in the field 
of architecture to be able to produce a visual under-
standing of the concept that is theorized. This method 
will provide a visual understanding of each phase of 
the process until the final design is conceptualized. 
In the end this method will allow for components 
that display a higher and more educated design 
to make up the thesis completely while produc-
ing a design research methodology type project. 

design    
researc       h

Descriptive research in-
cludes quantitative and 
qualitative data both to be 
used as supporting infor-
mation pertaining to the 
thesis objective. This type 
of research will allow 
for a collection of statis-
tical and scientific data 
along with direct obser-
vation and interviews. This 
data will be analyzed and 
collectively archived for 
continued use and refer-
ence throughout the de-
sign process. By using this 
method of research it will 
allow for specific topics 
including typology, cli-
mate zone, healthy aging, 
etc.  Documentation of the 
direct information used to 
support this thesis will 
be properly given credit 
through means of citation 
throughout this book.

R E S E A R C H  D I R E C T I O N

P

DESCRIPTIVE
R E S E A R C H

D O C U M E
N T A T I O N
of   design    
The documentation of this 
thesis will be an ongoing 
combination of the fol-
lowing methods: sketch-
es, texts, photos, models, 
computer bim program-
ming, etc. A digital copy 
of the complete set of 
documentations will be 
available to the universi-
ty upon completion of the 
project. Along with a dig-
ital copy will be a physi-
cal display including a fi-
nal context model, a final 
building model, with pre-
sentation boards display-
ing desired renderings and 
information.
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PROJECT DOCUMENTATION

CONTEXT ANALYSIS

CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS

ECS PASSIVE ANALYSIS

SPACIAL ANALYSIS

FLOOR PLAN DEVELOPMENT

STRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT

ECS ACTIVE DEVELOPMENT

ENVELOPE DEVELOPMENT

MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT

CONTEXT REDEVELOPMENT

STRUCTURAL REDEVELOPMENT

MID TERM REVIEWS

PROJECT REVISION

SPRING BREAK

PREP FOR PRESENTATION

RENDERING

PRESENTATION LAYOUT

MODEL BUILDING

PLOTTING

EXHIBITS INSTALLED

THESIS EXHIBIT

FINAL THESIS REVIEW

CD DUE TO ADVISER

FINAL DOCUMENTATION DUE

COMMENCEMENT 

9   16   23   30   6   13   20   27   6   13   20   27   3   10   17   24   1   8 
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY

TASKS:

S C H E D U L E

50FIGURE 40
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HOW CAN ARCHITECTURE 
ENGAGE AND ENCOURAGE 
SENIORS TO LEAD A HEALTHY 
AND POSIT IVE  L IFEST YLE?

H S I S :T
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- DEMAND

- AFFECTS most people

- NEED FOR REDEFINITION 

- IMPROVE the stigma

-site relavent

T YP  O L O G Y :

INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

G O A L :

TO ACTIVATE SENIORS MINDS AND BODIES TO 
MAINTAIN HEALTH AND HAPPINESS in order TO 
PREVENT DEGENERATION. 

J  U  S  T  I  F  I  C  A  T  I  O  N  :
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hospital

park

park
retail

ymca

park &
ride/
bus
service

site

I  S  S  A  Q  U  A  H   
H  I  G  H  L  A  N  D  S

FIGURE 41
FIGURE 42



EAST

SOUTHEAST SOUTWEST
SOUTH
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WEST

NORTHWEST

NORTH
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E S E A R C HR
WH AT ARE THE NEEDS 
TH AT MUST BE  MET TO 
ALLOW FOR  SENIORS   
TO  M AINTAIN THEIR 
HEALTH AND H APPINESS? 
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S E  N  S  E   O  F    P  U  R  P  O  S  E 

P H Y S I  C A L  P A R T I  C I  P A T I  O N

S E  N  S  E   O  F   I  N  D  E  P  E  N  D  E  N  C  E  

C O N N E C T I  O N   T O  N A T U R E 
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G O A  L  S 

 N  E  W  E  X  P  E  R  I  E  N  C  E  S  
A  N  D   K  N  O  W L  E  D  G  E 

S  E  N S E   O  F   B  E  L  O N G I  N G  

S  O  C  I  A  L   N  E  T  W O  R  K



R O G R A M M I N GP
RECEPTION
PRIVATE ROOMS
OFFICES
wORK STATIONS
BREAK ROOM
NURSES STATIONS
RESTROOMS
DAYCARE
MEDIA CENTER
wORSHIP ROOM
SALON
REC ROOM
CONVENIENCE STORE
GREENHOUSE
CHANGING ROOMS
STEAM ROOM
SAUNA
YOGA STUDIO
SENIOR LIVING SUITES
ASSISTED LIVING 
SUITES
COMMON ROOM
DINING
KITCHEN
MECHANICAL
STORAGE

RECEPTION
PRIVATE ROOMS
OFFICES
wORK STATIONS
BREAK ROOM
NURSES STATIONS
RESTROOMS
DAYCARE
MEDIA CENTER
wORSHIP ROOM
SALON
REC ROOM
CONVENIENCE STORE
GREENHOUSE
CHANGING ROOMS
STEAM ROOM
SAUNA
YOGA STUDIO
SENIOR LIVING SUITES
ASSISTED LIVING 
SUITES
COMMON ROOM
DINING
KITCHEN
MECHANICAL
STORAGE

STORAGE UNITS
wOODSHOP
AROBIC STUDIO
CARDIO zONE

CLUBHOUSE
THEATER
CAFE
SENSORY GARDEN
COMMUNITY GARDEN

FIREPIT
PLAYGROUND
MULTI-USE ROOM

+

LOUNGING NOOKS

OUTDOOR CLASS
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R O C E S SP

70

F O R M 

R E  S  I  D  E  N  T  I  A  L   U  N  I  T  S 

L  A  N  D  S  C  A  P  E 

publiC Community SPACE
Multi-use/PURPOSE space
INTIMATE SPACE

Private experience



E S I G ND
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S I  T  E   P  L  A  N  +  F  I  R  S  T   F  L  O  O  R S  E  C  O  N  D   F  L  O  O  R 

T  H  I  R  D   F  L  O  O  R 
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G R E  E  N   R  A  M P D E  C  K   S  P  A  C  E
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G R E  E  N   W A  L  L 

78

E  N  T  R  Y   A  P  P  R  O  A  C  H 



F  I  N  A  L   B  O  A  R  D  S 

80

+

+

++++ ++

DESIGNING FOR THE DECADES

BY SHIFTING EACH  UNIT 
FORWARD FROM THE PREVI-
OUS THIS ALLOWS FOR THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR VIEWS 
IN TWO DIRECTIONS AND 
MORE NATURAL LIGHTING 
TO REACH INDIVIDUAL UNIT.  
BY LOCKING EACH OF  THE 
UNITS TOGETHER IN A PUSH 
AND PULL STYLE IT ALLOWS 
FOR MORE UNITS INTO THE 
LIVING COMMUNITY. 

FLOOR 3

FLOOR 1 AND SITE

FLOOR 2

NATURAL VISTAS WIND PATTERNS SUN PATH ONE-WAY ROAD
TRAFFIC FLOW

UNDEVELOPED
LAND

THIS THESIS EXPLORES HOW THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THROUGH SPACES AND THEIR CONNECTIONS CAN 
POSITIVELY IMPACT THE OVERALL WELLNESS AND PRODUCTIVITY OF SENIOR CITIZENS. THIS THESIS AIMS TO PROVE 
THE LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT THAT SENIORS PARTICIPATE CAN BE AFFECTED BY THE COMMUNITY ATMOSPHERE, 
ACCESSIBILITY TO SURROUNDINGS, AND NATURAL ELEMENTS; AND HOW THESE QUALITIES IN TURN CAN AFFECT 
THEIR QUALITY OF LIFE.

FORM DIAGRAMMING  IN 
RESPONSE TO  THE EXISTING 
SITE CONDITIONS, RESULT-
ING PARTIAL COURTYARD 
FORM WRAPPING THE 
BUILDING AROUND THE 
LANDSCAPE. 

ISSAQUAH HIGHLANDS,
WA 98029

47.542922, -122.020555

HOSPITAL

SITE PARK

PARK

RETAIL

PARK
AND
RIDE
BUS 

SERVICES YMCA

LANDSCAPE

RESIDENTIAL UNITS

FORM

NEW EXPERIENCES
& KNOWLEDGE

SENSE OF PURPOSE SENSE OF BELONGING SOCIAL NETWORKPHYSICAL & MENTAL 
INDEPENDENCE

ISSAQUAH HIGHLANDS HAS THE INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT 
THIS THESIS WHILE THE THESIS ITSELF WILL ADD AN ELEMENT THE 
DOWNTOWN IS IN NEED OF. THE SITE ITSELF IS FAIRLY VACANT WITH 
LOW GROW SHRUBBERY AND A FEW TREES THEREFORE NO 
EXISTING STRUCTURES WILL BE DISTURBED OR TAKEN AWAY. WITH 
MOUNTAINS, EVERGREENS, AND LAKE SAMMAMAISH AS THE 
VISTAS THE SITE IS SURROUNDED BY NATURE WHILE HAVING THE 
CONVENIENCE OF BEING RIGHT IN A TOWN THAT IS NEWLY 
DESIGNED FOR WALK-ABILITY. THE JUSTIFICATION FOR THIS THESIS 
IS DRIVEN BY THE FACT THERE IS A HUGE DEMAND FOR SENIOR 
HOUSING WITH THE BABY BOOMER GENERATION QUICKLY RISING 
AND REACHING THE AGES WHERE ALTERNATIVE HOUSING OPTIONS 
ARE NECESSARY.

“ISSAQUAH HIGHLANDS COMBINES THE CONVENIENCE AND 
EXCITEMENT FOUND IN CITIES WITH THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOUND 
IN THE SUBURBS. ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE WITH SAFE 
NEIGHBORHOODS, EXCELLENT SCHOOLS, AND MANY 
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES OUT COMMUNITY PROVIDES AN 
IDEAL PLACE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY TO LIVE, WORK, AND 
PLAY.”

THE FORM OF THE BUILDING  
CREATES A COURTYARD 
THEREFORE NATURALLY THE 
LANDSCAPE GROWS OUT-
WARD  FROM THE SHAPE 
PROVIDED WITH A THREE 
PART DIVISION ALLOWS 
FOR: 
1. INTIMATE
   - PATIO AND SEATING
   -SENSORY GARDEN
2. INTERMEDIATE
   -HARDSCAPE
   -PLAYGROUND
   -GAZEBOS WITH FIRE   
   PIT
3. COMMUNITY
   -PUBLIC GARDENS

CONNECTION
TO NATURE

PHYSICAL PARTICIPATION

SENIORS NEED TO ACTIVATE 
BOTH THEIR MINDS AND 
BODIES TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN 
ORDER TO DEGENERATION. I 
AM PROPOSING THROUGH 
VARIOUS DESIGN STRATE-
GIES, PASSIVE AND ACTIVE, 
THAT ARCHITECTURE CAN 
ENGAGE AND ENCOURAGE 
SENIORS TO LEAD A 
HEALTHY AND  POSITIVE 
LIFESTYLE.

NEEDS

GOALS

SAMANTHA BAIERL ARCH 772 THESIS  SPRING 2017  DARRYL BOOKER

5 10 15 20

5 10 15 20

5 10 15 20

F  I  N  A  L   D  I  S  P  L  A  Y 



S A  M A  N  T  H  A   B  A  I  E  R  L  

CONTACT INFORM ATION

PHONE:  715 .781 .6306

EM AIL : SAM ANTH A.BAIERL@NDSU.EDU

I  H AVE ALWAYS HELD AN INTEREST IN  AR-
CHITECTURE ,  S INCE I  WAS YOUNG I  CONSIS-
TENTLY LOOKED UP WHEN WALKING INTO 
A  BUILDING TO SEE  WH AT IT  IS  ALL  ABOUT. 
GROWING UP I  WAS ALSO FAIRLY ARTISTIC , 
AND H AD AN APPRECI ATION FOR THE BEAU-
T Y TH AT CAN BE  CREATED AND EXPLORED. 
THEREFORE ,  I  PUT TO OF  MY DEEP INTERESTS 
TOGETHER AND CHOOSING ARCHITECTURE 
FOR A  M AJOR WAS A  NO BRAINIER.  THROUGH-
OUT MY COLLEGE CAREER I  LEARNED ABOUT 
ARCHITECTURE AND MORE.  THIS  PROGRAM 
CH ALLENGED ME IN  MY DESIGN ABIL IT IES 
AND T IME M AN AGEMENT,  T WO THINGS I  WILL 
TAKE WITH ME THROUGHOUT MY DESIGN CA-

REER. 
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