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‘Intelligence is the Ability to Adapt’ -Stephen Hawking

Adaptive reuse projects are transitioning from a design decision 
to a global need. As landfills are packed to capacity, the day 
approaches that we will not be able to demolish a building to 
replace it with something new. The decision to discard building 
materials before the end of their life cycle is creating 
consequences that outlast most of their maker’s careers.

This thesis proposes an alternative solution to a prThis thesis proposes an alternative solution to a project that was 
recently set for demolition in southeast Minneapolis. The Harris 
Machinery building has existed in the S.E.M.I. district since the 
late 1800’s, an area that is now in the midst of a major 
redevelopment push. 

The approach to this adaptive reuse design is to not buiThe approach to this adaptive reuse design is to not build for a 
specific typology, but rather create spaces that are adaptable 
for a variety of uses. Since we do not know what the future 
needs of tenants will be, focusing on designing for a large 
spectrum of uses will help to expand the useful life of this space 
far beyond the average 50-year expectancy. 

  

All we know for sure is that we don’t know 
what the future holds. Part of that means that 
we must be imaginative in the spaces we 
provide, while also being considerate that 
buildings will most likely be used in ways 
we’ve never imagined in the future.

With the fastly changing technoWith the fastly changing technology that 
shapes our culture, all we as designers can 
count on is that we will always desire spaces 
that have basic instinctual qualities such as 
daylight, views to outdoors and thermal 
comfort. The floor plan options provided 
(right) are meant to show the adaptability of 
the buithe building using only partition walls to alter 
the flow of spaces. This method allows for 
easy disassembly and reconstruction once a 
building faces a shift in needs.
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Four critical features (shown below) were identified when designing the 
adapted base plan for the Harris Building. Similar to the design process 
of many modern high rises, only fundamental elements are included to 
maximize the possibilities of each floor. 
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