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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARY?



ALEXANDRIALIBRARY, 3RD CENTURY BCE ALEXANDRIALIBRARY, 2001 CE



URUKMESOPOTAMIA



ELBALIBRARY 2500 BCE

149.5 SF 277 SF
LIBRARY AT ELBA AVERAGE US MASTER BEDROOM



MALATESTIANABIBLIOTHECA



EXETERLIBRARY GRIMMCENTER



CEUTALIBRARY



LIBRARIES CONNECT INFORMATION, PEOPLE & PLACE



RIJKSMUSEUM GOOGLEDATA CENTER



“the space of flows . . . links up distant locales around shared 
functions and meanings on the basis of electronic circuits and fast 
transportation corridors, while isolating and subduing the logic of 

experience embodied in the space of places.”
         -Manuel Castells, Rise of the Network Society

SPACE OF 
PLACES

SPACE 
OF FLOWS



AS THE WAYS WE CONNECT TO INFORMATION, 
PEOPLE & PLACE HAVE CHANGED,

HOW CAN LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE ADAPT? 



LIBRARY PRECEDENTS



PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
MUSASHINO ART UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
SOU FUJIMOTO ARCHITECTS
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Size: 2883.18 sqm
Year: 2010



FLOOR PLAN STRUCTURE

PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
MUSASHINO ART UNIVERSITY LIBRARY



ORGANIZATION HIERARCHY

PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
MUSASHINO ART UNIVERSITY LIBRARY



PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
LIBRARY AT THE QUAY
ATA STUDIO
Location: Riverside Park, China
Size: 500 sqm
Year: 2014



STRUCTURE

SECTION

PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
LIBRARY AT THE QUAY



CIRCULATION

PRECEDENT ANALYSIS
LIBRARY AT THE QUAY

MATERIAL LAYERS



DIGITAL MEDIA PRECEDENTS



DIGITAL/PHYSICALOVERLAY

THE THREE ISLANDS OPEN RESEARCH TEAM, COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

GREETING TO THE SUN NIKOLA BASIC, ZADAR, CROATIA

LED ACTION FACADE LANGARITA NAVARRO ARQUITECTOS, MADRID, SPAIN



DIGITAL/PHYSICALOVERLAY

CROWN FOUNTAIN JAUME PLENSA, CHICAGO, USA

MOTO WALL HEAVY PROJECT, ST. LOUIS, USA

ELSEWHERE TANIA RUIZ GUTIERREZ, MALMO, SWEDEN

DIGITAL WATER PAVILION, CARLO RATTI, ZARAGOZA, SPAIN



CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES

“This [internet] of course drives the amount of information up, and 
the quality of any given piece of information down, ad absurdum. 

Finding and having information is no longer of much benefit unless 
one also has ways of knowing its reliability and reputation […]

Among the strategies used to interpret the rising flood of information, 
the one of most interest here is context.”

         
-Malcolm McCullough, Augmented Urban Spaces: 

Articulating the Physical and Electronic City



HOW CAN ARCHITECTURE CREATE CONTEXT FOR 
INFORMATION PRESENTED IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES THROUGH 

BOTH PHYSICAL AND DIGITAL MEDIA?

1 Reveal the impacts of different types of connections by sharing physical   
 space along a spectrum of spaces that connect people, information   
 and places in a variety of ways (global networks such as the internet, local  
 networks such as sight lines).

2  Create flexible spaces that can accommodate a variety of ways to    
 connect people to information and each other. 

3  Within the flexible spaces, maintain a connection between people,   
 information, and the city.



PROGRAM INVESTIGATION



EXPERT INTERVIEWS

Additional Interviewees
Sandra Hannahs, West Fargo Public Library Director
Laura Probst, Concordia Carl B. Ylvisaker Library Director

“Knowledge is not cheap. It takes an expert to make it 
accessible. And it needs to be preserved for the future.”

“The big thing is, because libraries and technologies and 
communities are always changing, creating spaces that will 

remain relevant over a long period of time [...] 
The key thing is flexibility built in.”

-Kathy Enger, Northern Lights Library Network

-Tim Dirks, Fargo Public Library Director



PROGRAMINVESTIGATION

PRIVATE

PUBLIC

EXTERIOR PUBLIC SPACE

TRANSITIONAL PUBLIC SPACE

INTERIOR PUBLIC SPACE

INTERIOR GROUP SPACE

INTERIOR INDIVIDUAL SPACE

Bloomsday Race Data
City-Wide/Energy Data
Bloomsday Statue as Surface
Ice Rink as Surface

POSSIBILITIES

MEDIAPROGRAM

Interactive Environmental Interface
Building as Learning Tool
Movement Important to Interface
Varied Material Surfaces

POSSIBILITIES

Optional Interface (Headphones)
Library Use Data 
Library Navigation Data
Book Shelves as Surface
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Personal Mobile Device Connection
Wall Scale Surfaces
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COMBINE WITH SITE INVESTIGATION



SITEMACRO



SITESTATE



SITECITY



SITEMAP

RIVERFRONT PARK

CANADA ISLAND

CITY HALL
HUNTINGTON PARK

WASHINGTON WATER POWER

SPOKANE RIVER

SPOKANE RIVER

DOWNTOWN CORE

INB PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

RIVER PARK SQUARE

SPOKANE FALLS SKY RIDE

IMAX THEATER,
PREVIOUS U.S. PAVILION

Courtyard Void

Interior Mass



SITEVIEWS

.01

.02

.03

.04



SITEACTIVITY



CIVICCONNECTIONS



NATURALCONNECTIONS



VIEWCORRIDORS



SYNTHESIS & ITERATION



EAST

WEST

RADIALPROGRAM

1” = 100’SITESECTION EAST

1” = 100’SITESECTION WEST

EAST

WEST

RADIALPROGRAM NESTED

1” = 100’SITESECTION EAST

1” = 100’SITESECTION WEST



EAST

WEST

RADIALPROGRAM LIFTED

1” = 100’SITESECTION EAST

1” = 100’SITESECTION WEST

EAST

WEST

RADIALPROGRAM SUBTRACTION

1” = 100’SITESECTION EAST

1” = 100’SITESECTION WEST



CURRENT ITERATION
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v.06

BCHILDREN’S STORY AREA

MAP ROOM

READING ROOM

REGIONAL COLLECTION

COMPUTER ACCESSBOOK STACKS
AMPHITHEATER

GROUP STUDY
WIFI COURT

CHILDREN’S BOOK STACKS

WIFI COURT

CONNECTS CITY HALL TO RIVERFRONT PARK (CITY)

CONNECTS TO RESOURCES & NETWORKS (INFORMATION)

CONNECTION SPACE BETWEEN CITIZENS (PEOPLE)

LANGUAGE & OCCUPATION CLASSROOM

Reinforced with transparency, orientation, light, material and massing, the datum creates a spectrum 

of connection, a space that allows computer labs, reading rooms, map resources, and courtyards 

that extend the wifi connection beyond the exterior walls of the building to co-exist along the same 

physical space with a spectrum of different types of connections. By placing these different activities 

with different types of connections side by side, the architecture makes possible the consideration of 

the impact of different ways of connecting people, information, and the city. Continuing in the library’s 

democratic history of providing the public with the resources to make informed decisions, the Library 

does not claim the superiority of either local place connections or global space connections, but makes 

their relationship more visible, empowering citizens to build future connections.

1.2 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

FLOOR PLAN 3/64” = 1’-0”

Historically, library buildings have acted as the interface through 

which the public accessed information. As the way we access 

information has changed, libraries have changed as well. The 

proliferation of easy and remote access to information can lead 

to the assumption that libraries, as portals to information, are 

obsolete. As both physical and digital forms of connecting to 

information and the city persist, this thesis focuses on public 

library architecture as a lens for understanding and viewing 

how different forms of connection impact the city. At best, 

1.1 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

digital network connections liberate information and connect 

communities to those previously isolated. At worst, digital 

network connections fragment local communities, disrupting the 

valuable connections reliant on physical interactions. This Library 

makes the relationships between different types of connections 

visible, allowing opportunity to understand how connection to 

global networks may fragment local networks and vice versa. 

The interior spaces are formed by courtyard voids and interior 

massing with a datum cutting through the center of the Library. 
10’

20’
40’
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Reinforced with transparency, orientation, light, material and massing, the datum creates a spectrum 

of connection, a space that allows computer labs, reading rooms, map resources, and courtyards 

that extend the wifi connection beyond the exterior walls of the building to co-exist along the same 

physical space with a spectrum of different types of connections. By placing these different activities 

with different types of connections side by side, the architecture makes possible the consideration of 

the impact of different ways of connecting people, information, and the city. Continuing in the library’s 

democratic history of providing the public with the resources to make informed decisions, the Library 

does not claim the superiority of either local place connections or global space connections, but makes 

their relationship more visible, empowering citizens to build future connections.

1.2 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

FLOOR PLAN 3/64” = 1’-0”

Historically, library buildings have acted as the interface through 

which the public accessed information. As the way we access 

information has changed, libraries have changed as well. The 

proliferation of easy and remote access to information can lead 

to the assumption that libraries, as portals to information, are 

obsolete. As both physical and digital forms of connecting to 

information and the city persist, this thesis focuses on public 

library architecture as a lens for understanding and viewing 

how different forms of connection impact the city. At best, 

1.1 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

digital network connections liberate information and connect 

communities to those previously isolated. At worst, digital 

network connections fragment local communities, disrupting the 

valuable connections reliant on physical interactions. This Library 

makes the relationships between different types of connections 

visible, allowing opportunity to understand how connection to 

global networks may fragment local networks and vice versa. 

The interior spaces are formed by courtyard voids and interior 

massing with a datum cutting through the center of the Library. 
10’

20’
40’



v.01 v.02 v.03 v.04



v.02v.01 v.03

v.04

v.05

01 
02
03
04

01 02

WEST ENTRY
EAST ENTRY
EXHIBITION SPACE
CAFE

03

04 05

06

05 
06
07
08

RESOURCE DROP-OFF/LOADING/STORAGE
MAIN REFERENCE DESK
RESTROOM WEST
AUDITORIUM/MEETING ROOM

09
10
11
12

LANGUAGE & OCCUPATION CLASSROOM
ADMINISTRATION
RESTROOM EAST
MECHANICAL

07 08 09 10 11

1212

13
14
15
16

ADULT REFERENCE DESK
COMPUTER ACCESS
NON-FICTION
AMPHITHEATER

13

141516

17

18

19

23

20

21 21

22

24

25

26

27 28

2930 31
31

32

17
18
19
20

THEATER/MEETING ROOM
YOUNG ADULT
FICTION
COURTYARD WEST

21
22
23
24

PRIVATE STUDY
REGIONAL COLLECTION
MAP ROOM
READING ROOM

25
26
27
28

MAGAZINES
CHILDREN STORY
COURTYARD EAST
CHILDREN

29
30
31
32

CHILDREN ACTIVITY
CHILDREN REFERENCE DESK
EXTERIOR WIFI COURT
RIVERFRONT PARK ENTRY COLONNADE

v.06

BCHILDREN’S STORY AREA

MAP ROOM

READING ROOM

REGIONAL COLLECTION

COMPUTER ACCESSBOOK STACKS
AMPHITHEATER

GROUP STUDY
WIFI COURT

CHILDREN’S BOOK STACKS

WIFI COURT

CONNECTS CITY HALL TO RIVERFRONT PARK (CITY)

CONNECTS TO RESOURCES & NETWORKS (INFORMATION)

CONNECTION SPACE BETWEEN CITIZENS (PEOPLE)

LANGUAGE & OCCUPATION CLASSROOM

Reinforced with transparency, orientation, light, material and massing, the datum creates a spectrum 

of connection, a space that allows computer labs, reading rooms, map resources, and courtyards 

that extend the wifi connection beyond the exterior walls of the building to co-exist along the same 

physical space with a spectrum of different types of connections. By placing these different activities 

with different types of connections side by side, the architecture makes possible the consideration of 

the impact of different ways of connecting people, information, and the city. Continuing in the library’s 

democratic history of providing the public with the resources to make informed decisions, the Library 

does not claim the superiority of either local place connections or global space connections, but makes 

their relationship more visible, empowering citizens to build future connections.

1.2 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

FLOOR PLAN 3/64” = 1’-0”

Historically, library buildings have acted as the interface through 

which the public accessed information. As the way we access 

information has changed, libraries have changed as well. The 

proliferation of easy and remote access to information can lead 

to the assumption that libraries, as portals to information, are 

obsolete. As both physical and digital forms of connecting to 

information and the city persist, this thesis focuses on public 

library architecture as a lens for understanding and viewing 

how different forms of connection impact the city. At best, 

1.1 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

digital network connections liberate information and connect 

communities to those previously isolated. At worst, digital 
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to municipal energy consumption. The system accommodates flexibility, as the projected digital 

information can adapt to changing conditions around the site. The projection system is located within 

the suspended ceiling system that also conceals the single duct, variable air volume mechanical 

system. In the two story volumes, the suspended ceiling is composed of sheets of polycarbonate 

that provide a textured light from dappled skylights above while also concealing the projectors. The 

sheets of polycarbonate are hung between the structural trusses, as the dappled light from above 

is concentrated along primary datum and view corridors. At lower heights within the two story 

volume, the bookshelf masses house projectors as well as power outlets for charging devices. 

2.2 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

In order to make the relationships between different 

connections visible, the Spokane Public Library leverages 

digital media to create local connections. The architecture is 

organized to highlight the landmarks that surround the site, 

offering views of Spokane City Hall, Mobius Science Center, 

Washington Water Power, Riverfront Park, Spokane Falls Sky 

Ride, the previous 1974 World Expo site, and the Spokane 

skyline. The architecture frames these views with portions 

2.1 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

of glazed curtain walls. Images are projected directly onto the 

glazing, displaying over the framed views. In this way, the digital 

and physical information are mutually beneficial. The digital 

overlay augments the view with additional information, while 

the view itself provides appreciation of the information with 

realistic texture. As a highly visible system, the Library becomes 

a conduit for the local government to communicate valuable 

information to the public, ranging from voting information 

The case study investigation revealed the importance of 

the articulation of LED screens within the architectural 

composition. The Spokane Public Library incorporates a series 

of screens that along the south facade, breaking up the length 

of the facade while complementing the busy activity along the 

street. Organized in a sawtooth design, the screens change 

character as one moves along the busy street. The screens 

closer to the viewer fill the field of vision, while screens further 

3.2 PUBLIC INTERFACE CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

away become gradually more obscured. In this way, the facade 

length becomes an asset, revealing new information as one 

moves along the street. Anticipating the change of technology, 

the LED screens do not dominate any portion of the facade, so 

that changes or technology modifications can be accommodated 

without large voids in the architectural composition. The screens 

act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.

3.1 PUBLIC INTERFACE VIEW2.3 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY VIEW

v.05 v.06

The public interface, located along the busy street to the 

south of the site, provides a canvas for communicating with 

the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 

contextual information surrounding the architecture as well as 

providing information within the building walls. The augmented 

solution does not view digital and physical resources as 

oppositional, but marries digital and physical resources in a 

way that recognizes each type of resource’s strength.

COURTYARD CURTAIN WALL DETAIL 1” = 1’-0”

A SITE SECTION 1” = 50’-0”B SECTION 3/32” = 1’-0”
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the LED screens do not dominate any portion of the facade, so 

that changes or technology modifications can be accommodated 
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act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.
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the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 
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Reinforced with transparency, orientation, light, material and massing, the datum creates a spectrum 

of connection, a space that allows computer labs, reading rooms, map resources, and courtyards 

that extend the wifi connection beyond the exterior walls of the building to co-exist along the same 

physical space with a spectrum of different types of connections. By placing these different activities 

with different types of connections side by side, the architecture makes possible the consideration of 

the impact of different ways of connecting people, information, and the city. Continuing in the library’s 

democratic history of providing the public with the resources to make informed decisions, the Library 

does not claim the superiority of either local place connections or global space connections, but makes 

their relationship more visible, empowering citizens to build future connections.
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Historically, library buildings have acted as the interface through 

which the public accessed information. As the way we access 

information has changed, libraries have changed as well. The 

proliferation of easy and remote access to information can lead 

to the assumption that libraries, as portals to information, are 

obsolete. As both physical and digital forms of connecting to 

information and the city persist, this thesis focuses on public 

library architecture as a lens for understanding and viewing 

how different forms of connection impact the city. At best, 

1.1 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

digital network connections liberate information and connect 

communities to those previously isolated. At worst, digital 

network connections fragment local communities, disrupting the 

valuable connections reliant on physical interactions. This Library 

makes the relationships between different types of connections 

visible, allowing opportunity to understand how connection to 

global networks may fragment local networks and vice versa. 

The interior spaces are formed by courtyard voids and interior 

massing with a datum cutting through the center of the Library. 
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to municipal energy consumption. The system accommodates flexibility, as the projected digital 

information can adapt to changing conditions around the site. The projection system is located within 

the suspended ceiling system that also conceals the single duct, variable air volume mechanical 

system. In the two story volumes, the suspended ceiling is composed of sheets of polycarbonate 

that provide a textured light from dappled skylights above while also concealing the projectors. The 

sheets of polycarbonate are hung between the structural trusses, as the dappled light from above 

is concentrated along primary datum and view corridors. At lower heights within the two story 

volume, the bookshelf masses house projectors as well as power outlets for charging devices. 

2.2 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

In order to make the relationships between different 

connections visible, the Spokane Public Library leverages 

digital media to create local connections. The architecture is 

organized to highlight the landmarks that surround the site, 

offering views of Spokane City Hall, Mobius Science Center, 

Washington Water Power, Riverfront Park, Spokane Falls Sky 

Ride, the previous 1974 World Expo site, and the Spokane 

skyline. The architecture frames these views with portions 

2.1 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

of glazed curtain walls. Images are projected directly onto the 

glazing, displaying over the framed views. In this way, the digital 

and physical information are mutually beneficial. The digital 

overlay augments the view with additional information, while 

the view itself provides appreciation of the information with 

realistic texture. As a highly visible system, the Library becomes 

a conduit for the local government to communicate valuable 

information to the public, ranging from voting information 

The case study investigation revealed the importance of 

the articulation of LED screens within the architectural 

composition. The Spokane Public Library incorporates a series 

of screens that along the south facade, breaking up the length 

of the facade while complementing the busy activity along the 

street. Organized in a sawtooth design, the screens change 

character as one moves along the busy street. The screens 

closer to the viewer fill the field of vision, while screens further 

3.2 PUBLIC INTERFACE CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

away become gradually more obscured. In this way, the facade 

length becomes an asset, revealing new information as one 

moves along the street. Anticipating the change of technology, 

the LED screens do not dominate any portion of the facade, so 

that changes or technology modifications can be accommodated 

without large voids in the architectural composition. The screens 

act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.

3.1 PUBLIC INTERFACE VIEW2.3 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY VIEW

v.05 v.06

The public interface, located along the busy street to the 

south of the site, provides a canvas for communicating with 

the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 

contextual information surrounding the architecture as well as 

providing information within the building walls. The augmented 

solution does not view digital and physical resources as 

oppositional, but marries digital and physical resources in a 

way that recognizes each type of resource’s strength.
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act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.

3.1 PUBLIC INTERFACE VIEW2.3 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY VIEW

v.05 v.06

The public interface, located along the busy street to the 

south of the site, provides a canvas for communicating with 

the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 

contextual information surrounding the architecture as well as 

providing information within the building walls. The augmented 

solution does not view digital and physical resources as 

oppositional, but marries digital and physical resources in a 

way that recognizes each type of resource’s strength.
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to municipal energy consumption. The system accommodates flexibility, as the projected digital 

information can adapt to changing conditions around the site. The projection system is located within 

the suspended ceiling system that also conceals the single duct, variable air volume mechanical 

system. In the two story volumes, the suspended ceiling is composed of sheets of polycarbonate 

that provide a textured light from dappled skylights above while also concealing the projectors. The 

sheets of polycarbonate are hung between the structural trusses, as the dappled light from above 

is concentrated along primary datum and view corridors. At lower heights within the two story 

volume, the bookshelf masses house projectors as well as power outlets for charging devices. 

2.2 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

In order to make the relationships between different 

connections visible, the Spokane Public Library leverages 

digital media to create local connections. The architecture is 

organized to highlight the landmarks that surround the site, 

offering views of Spokane City Hall, Mobius Science Center, 

Washington Water Power, Riverfront Park, Spokane Falls Sky 

Ride, the previous 1974 World Expo site, and the Spokane 

skyline. The architecture frames these views with portions 

2.1 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

of glazed curtain walls. Images are projected directly onto the 

glazing, displaying over the framed views. In this way, the digital 

and physical information are mutually beneficial. The digital 

overlay augments the view with additional information, while 

the view itself provides appreciation of the information with 

realistic texture. As a highly visible system, the Library becomes 

a conduit for the local government to communicate valuable 

information to the public, ranging from voting information 

The case study investigation revealed the importance of 

the articulation of LED screens within the architectural 

composition. The Spokane Public Library incorporates a series 

of screens that along the south facade, breaking up the length 

of the facade while complementing the busy activity along the 

street. Organized in a sawtooth design, the screens change 

character as one moves along the busy street. The screens 

closer to the viewer fill the field of vision, while screens further 
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away become gradually more obscured. In this way, the facade 

length becomes an asset, revealing new information as one 

moves along the street. Anticipating the change of technology, 

the LED screens do not dominate any portion of the facade, so 

that changes or technology modifications can be accommodated 

without large voids in the architectural composition. The screens 

act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.

3.1 PUBLIC INTERFACE VIEW2.3 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY VIEW
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The public interface, located along the busy street to the 

south of the site, provides a canvas for communicating with 

the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 

contextual information surrounding the architecture as well as 

providing information within the building walls. The augmented 

solution does not view digital and physical resources as 

oppositional, but marries digital and physical resources in a 

way that recognizes each type of resource’s strength.
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Reinforced with transparency, orientation, light, material and massing, the datum creates a spectrum 

of connection, a space that allows computer labs, reading rooms, map resources, and courtyards 

that extend the wifi connection beyond the exterior walls of the building to co-exist along the same 

physical space with a spectrum of different types of connections. By placing these different activities 

with different types of connections side by side, the architecture makes possible the consideration of 

the impact of different ways of connecting people, information, and the city. Continuing in the library’s 

democratic history of providing the public with the resources to make informed decisions, the Library 

does not claim the superiority of either local place connections or global space connections, but makes 

their relationship more visible, empowering citizens to build future connections.

1.2 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION ISOMETRIC 1/32” = 1’-0”

FLOOR PLAN 3/64” = 1’-0”

Historically, library buildings have acted as the interface through 

which the public accessed information. As the way we access 

information has changed, libraries have changed as well. The 

proliferation of easy and remote access to information can lead 

to the assumption that libraries, as portals to information, are 

obsolete. As both physical and digital forms of connecting to 

information and the city persist, this thesis focuses on public 

library architecture as a lens for understanding and viewing 

how different forms of connection impact the city. At best, 

1.1 SPECTRUM OF CONNECTION CONTEXT MAP 1”= 200’

digital network connections liberate information and connect 

communities to those previously isolated. At worst, digital 

network connections fragment local communities, disrupting the 

valuable connections reliant on physical interactions. This Library 

makes the relationships between different types of connections 

visible, allowing opportunity to understand how connection to 

global networks may fragment local networks and vice versa. 

The interior spaces are formed by courtyard voids and interior 

massing with a datum cutting through the center of the Library. 
10’

20’
40’
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to municipal energy consumption. The system accommodates flexibility, as the projected digital 

information can adapt to changing conditions around the site. The projection system is located within 

the suspended ceiling system that also conceals the single duct, variable air volume mechanical 

system. In the two story volumes, the suspended ceiling is composed of sheets of polycarbonate 

that provide a textured light from dappled skylights above while also concealing the projectors. The 

sheets of polycarbonate are hung between the structural trusses, as the dappled light from above 

is concentrated along primary datum and view corridors. At lower heights within the two story 

volume, the bookshelf masses house projectors as well as power outlets for charging devices. 
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In order to make the relationships between different 

connections visible, the Spokane Public Library leverages 

digital media to create local connections. The architecture is 

organized to highlight the landmarks that surround the site, 

offering views of Spokane City Hall, Mobius Science Center, 

Washington Water Power, Riverfront Park, Spokane Falls Sky 

Ride, the previous 1974 World Expo site, and the Spokane 

skyline. The architecture frames these views with portions 
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of glazed curtain walls. Images are projected directly onto the 

glazing, displaying over the framed views. In this way, the digital 

and physical information are mutually beneficial. The digital 

overlay augments the view with additional information, while 

the view itself provides appreciation of the information with 

realistic texture. As a highly visible system, the Library becomes 

a conduit for the local government to communicate valuable 

information to the public, ranging from voting information 

The case study investigation revealed the importance of 

the articulation of LED screens within the architectural 

composition. The Spokane Public Library incorporates a series 

of screens that along the south facade, breaking up the length 

of the facade while complementing the busy activity along the 

street. Organized in a sawtooth design, the screens change 

character as one moves along the busy street. The screens 

closer to the viewer fill the field of vision, while screens further 
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away become gradually more obscured. In this way, the facade 

length becomes an asset, revealing new information as one 

moves along the street. Anticipating the change of technology, 

the LED screens do not dominate any portion of the facade, so 

that changes or technology modifications can be accommodated 

without large voids in the architectural composition. The screens 

act primarily as signage and way-finding, informing the public 

while creating a vibrant public identity for the Library.

3.1 PUBLIC INTERFACE VIEW2.3 A LENS TO VIEW THE CITY VIEW
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The public interface, located along the busy street to the 

south of the site, provides a canvas for communicating with 

the public. As seen in the right image, the sawtooth form is 

informed by the busy street, revealing new information and 

changing character as you move along the facade. The series 

of screens can accommodate textual information as well as 

art installations. On the interior, the sawtooth design provides 

alcoves for seating along the entry colonnade.

One can see the digital information overlay with the landmark 

visible beyond. The outward focus instantly contextualizes 

digital information. In this way, the Library communicates 

contextual information surrounding the architecture as well as 

providing information within the building walls. The augmented 

solution does not view digital and physical resources as 

oppositional, but marries digital and physical resources in a 

way that recognizes each type of resource’s strength.
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