REKINDLING REFUGEES

A Thesis Project by Paolo Pardo
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Camp to City: Refugee Camps of the Western Sahara
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4.6 million Syrian refugees
0.6 million Internally displacec
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The way in which donor states can

provide overseas development aid fo host
countries of first asylum as a means to
enhance refugees’ access to profection and
durable solutions. Ifs central characteristicis
an integrated development approach, which
focusesontheneedsofbothrefugeesandhost
communities, through, forexampleimproving
livelihood opportunifies, service provision or
iInfrastructure. Ifsaimistfo enhance refugees’
accesstorights, self-sufficiency, and, where
possible, local integration.




PROTERACTED REFGUEE SITUATION

A protracted refugee situation is one in which
refugees find themselves in a long-lasfing
and Intractable state of limbo. Their lives
may not be at risk, but their basic rights and
essentialeconomic, socialand psychological
needs remain unfulfilled after years in exile.
A refugee In this situation is offen unable fo
break free fromenforcedreliance on external
assistance.
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CONSEQUENCES

ViVasted Lives

Displaced peoples lives become wasted during their fime in camps
INn which they can noft freely move about or exhibit freedoms such
as the freedom of movement, somefimes access to education,
and employment. They are not able o seek or achieve any major
personal goals during their fime in camps.

erpeftual Poverty

World Bank Three Dimensions of Poverty:
1. lack of income and assefs
2. voicelessness and powerlessness In the institutions of State
and socliety
3. vulnerability to adverse shocks, linked to an inability to cope
with them

Refugees very often exhibit all three properties

Squandered Resources

Refugee camps require large amounts of funding and during many
sifuations almost half of the budget can be on maintenance and
upkeep of the camps. Camps also compete with local populations
for sometimes already scarce resources. In profracted refugee
sifuations all the effort and monetary assistance does nof advance
the IDP's situations.

AllenaTtion

Being shelfered from the progress and culture of the rest of the
world resulfs ina unique culture, but it is a culture which has grown
separately from technology, education, and social interaction with
the worldwide population. This inhibits their ability to infegrate and
become a productive member of society in a sifuation where they
are not displaced anymore.



HOW TO CHANGE

Connecttonostcommunity

Most important of all is to place displaced persons In
communities that are willing to welcome their presence
and culture. It Is essential to connect them with members
of the community and create relationships with their hosts
so that they can infegrate info their new environment.

arger Inimal funding

To support displaced persons ability fo thrive in their new
homes there needs o be larger funding initially, so that
fhey can be senf to environments that can support new
migrants. Thislargerinitial costcanbe offsetbythe savings
of not having to support them in long term situations.
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Promofte self sufficiency

To ensure that funding Is only temporary self sufficiency
can be promoted if IDP's are put info a community where
there are employment opporftunifies.

Promaote educartion

Promote education that will help IDP’s integrate info thelr
new environments such as local history and language
f necessary. Confinuing general education for youth
fo ensure that they are not leff behind ofhers Is just as
imporfant as educating those who are older in how fthey
can be successful in their new economic community.




-low can design create beftter
nomes for the displaced
and connect them 1o New

communities’
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Heavy Machinery isn’'t needed

-lome Modular Systems

After initial construction
changes fo the housing

Architect Dr. Mohammad Ehsasi should be easy to make

Location Concept without the use of heavy
Area Variable machinery

Year 2012

Flexible layout post construction

Simple floorplan layout
changes can be made
within modules 1o

CASE STUDY #2

accommodate conditions
over the lifetime of The
housing




Minimize construction time

—lanover Prefabricated HousINg
By using simple assembly
DroCesses on site

Architect Dr. Mohammad Ehsasi construction can fake
Location Concept
Area Variable

less than a week 10 go
from foundations to
complefte homes.

Year 2012

Cheap durable materials

CASE STUDY #3

The constifuent partfs of
fhe housing should be

easlily shipped In large
guantifies




Phase 1

2018 .
2025 .
2050 . Phase 3

Phase 2

SPACE EXPLORATION
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Phase 1

2018 .
2025 .
2050 . Phase 3

Phase 2

BUILDING SPACES OVER TIME

Aparfment Expansion
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2018 & Early Lifefime concept

2018 Elevation

2025 Wood Slat Concept

2025 Elevation

2050 Wall Panel Concept

2050 Elevation



FARGO HISTORY

Main Avenue previously known as "Front Street”
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PROXIMITY
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The site sits close to Downtown Fargo while still being
N a very quiet area. There is close proximity to public
fransport for the Fargo area as well as transport by Rail.
Being close to commerce means that refugees are able
fo come Info the community and will have access 1o

Jobs and services and can start fo shape a new life. The

sife Is also within a mile walking distance of Madison
Elementary school so the youth will have easy access 10
education which is essential in a child's infegration Into
a new home.
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Administration and Of -

The community building 1s a multipurpose space which at the

beginning would be used to school the refugees to make sure

they are able to speak English fluently and offer space for them

fo gain new skills while the host community can enter info their

space and engage with them. The building also has a large =
community kitchen which can be used fo host events o enfice
community engagement or just as a tool for refugees o create
events of their own. This space Is where culture can be shared
and people can come together.

Assembly Area

Classroom Space

~loorplan

COMMUNITY BUILDING




MARKETPLACE

Marketplace

~loorplan

At the center of the largest cifies In Syria there Is a Souk or
marketplace. The building at 1630 Main Avenue will emulate
fthem by acting as a marketplace with small stalls which
can be used by refugees, small businesses and any other
organization who want fo become part of the community. This
IS an opporfunity for the host community fo engage with the
newcomers to the Fargo-Moorhead area in a way that builds
business and personal relationships. Culture can be shared
through commerce and conversation.
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