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Demers Avenue is the main road in Downtown Grand Forks. It cuts through 
the entire downtown area and continues into Minnesota and East Grand 
Forks’ Downtown area. Currently this street is not bike-friendly, it is used 
by pedestrians very infrequently, and vehicles speed down it through 
downtown to cross the Sorlie Bridge into or from Minnesota. The road 
itself is three lanes wide and has parallel parking on either side.

This new design takes inspiration from Urban Designers Jane 
Jacobs, Euelina Ozola, and Jan Gehl. It looks at the street in 
human perspective and redesigns the facades and Demers 
itself to promote human interaction. It slows down vehicle 
traffic by narrowing the roadway and adding raised crosswalks. 
It promotes biking and skiing, and increases transparency.

A. 500-508 Demers Ave: Urban Extension
The proposal of this site consists of two new buildings that 
extend the urban density from the river and allow for a new 
loop of pedestrian-accessible alley ways.
 Proposed Uses:
  -Family-Oriented Housing
  -Performance Center
  -Big Box Retail

B. 416-420 Demers Ave: Bonzer’s Pub Building
The redesign of this facade consists of darkening of the brick 
material, adding a more vibrant blue, and adding shading 
devices. The dark brick allows the blue color to become more 
vibrant against the dull background of winter. The shading 
devices acting as protection against snow, as well as giving 
pedestrians the feeling of enclosure as they walk the street.

C. 412-414 Demers Ave: Neil Building
The redesign of this facade consists of darkening the brick 
material and adding blue to mimic the design of Bonzer’s Pub. 
The transparency has also been increases with bigger windows 
and doors that have been bumped out to be flush with the 
street. Shading devices have also been added.

I. 319-323 Demers Ave: The Fourth Corner
The proposal for this site is to complete the fourth corner 
on the intersection of 4th St and Demers Ave with an office 
building. This will complete the “office section” of Downtown 
Grand Forks and provide work for new residents moving in. The 
material chosen for this building is brick and wood, noted by 
my survey as both very comforting materials. The ground floor 
will also be covered by the upper floors from snow and give a 
sense of comfort for outdoor walkers.
 Proposed Uses:
  -Office Space
  -Retail on Ground Floor

I. 211-219 Demers Ave: Town Square
This site’s proposal extends the streetscape into the Greenway 
along the Red River. Five flexible spaces have been added to 
the ground floor that can be designed in a way that the tenants 
want. The materials and colors used in the facade create a 
calmer, more peaceful tone. The high end housing units get a 
beautiful view of the river from their back balconies. For more 
information on this site, see Town Square section of the boards.
 Proposed Uses:
  -Flexible Ground Floor Space
  -High-End Housing for Retirees
  -Affordable Housing

D. 308 Demers Ave: Freedom Church Building
This redesign consists of adding warm, vibrant colors to the 
facade and second story windows. Transparency has been 
increased on the bottom two floors and an additional space 
has been added to the ground floor. Balconies have been 
added to give the building more of a residential feel and to take 
advantage of the southern sunlight.

J. 307-311: Waterfront Kitchen and Bath
This redesign changed the color of the building from a cold 
blue to a warmer, gentler brown brick material. Blue is added 
subtly as a nod to the original building and to match many of 
the other proposed facades along Demers. Transparency has 
been increased and one new flexible space has been added.

F. 212 Demers Ave: Urban Infill
The proposal for this site consists of a mixed-use building with 
parking garage attached behind it. The garage will replace 
the parking that will be removed in the infill process and will 
provide parking for Town Square.
 Proposed Uses:
  -High-End Housing for Retirees
  -Retail/Restaurant Space
  -Parking Garage

E. 2 North Third Street: St. John’s Block
The facade of this building has been relatively untouched. 
Shading devices have been added to the half story windows, 
and basement doors have been moved to the ground floor for 
easy access.

G. 501-511 Demers Avenue: Festival Space
This site’s proposal has two building extend the alley loop cre-
ated in Site A and also extend the urban density of downtown. 
on the southeastern portion of this site is an outdoor public 
area that can be used for events that are held within the alley 
system.
 Proposed Uses:
  -Family-Oriented Housing
  -Flexible Ground Floor Space
  -Outdoor Public Space 

H. 421 Demers Avenue: Howe and Seaworth
This facade’s redesign increases transparency by adding large 
windows. There is also a vibrant pop of color in the shading 
device that has been extended. 

1.Flexible Ground Floor Space
2. Vestibule Area
3. Pedestrian Path (can also include seating)
4. Bike Lane
5. Parking Lane, Planting Lane (parking spots 
may also be used for bus stops, outdoor seating 
areas, small heated shelters, etc.)

6. Two-Lane Road
7. Bike Lane, Cross-Country Skiing Lane in Winter
8. Raised Crosswalks
9. Four-Way Raised Crosswalk
10. Pedestrian-Friendly Alley Entrance
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