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Circulation plays a big role in the 
programming because of the industrial 
and manufacturing processes 
themselves. Raw materials or goods 
need to have a clear path from 
entering the site to the warehousing 
and manufacturing spaces, and the 
finished products need a clear path to 
the warehousing and off the site.

Providing parking for employees is 
important too. This one way ramp keeps 
the traffic moving while pulling the cars 
off of University, where they are more 
likely to be coming from. 

Redevelopment of this block must 
better transition from the Traditional 
Neighborhoods and Multiple Family 
residential to the Industrial areas to 
the west and north. Currently, it is very 
apparent where the zones change from 
one to another, which is largely due 
to the lack of sustainably designed 
and integrated industrial buildings. 
The small businesses on the east side 
of Prior Avenue are alienated from 
high pedestrian traffic, because the 
face large parking lots and industrial 
buildings. The goal would be to pull 
features of the redevelopment of the 
Traditional Neighborhoods along 
University Avenue down Prior Avenue, 
better linking this neighborhood to 
those to the south.

The site is located between two very 
high-trafficked roads: University 
Avenue to the north and Interstate 94 
to the south. These both bridge the gap 
between Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
Other main arterial roads surrounding 
the site include Vandalia Street, 
Cleveland Avenue, Prior Avenue, and 
Fairview Avenue, all generally running 
north-south. The intersections of these 
main roads are all stoplights. Not only 
is this because they are extremely 
traversed, they must help direct traffic 
around the light rail that runs through 
University.

Minnesota sees a wide swing of 
temperature throughout the calendar 
year. In the warmest month, July, the 
temperature highs average 85 degrees 
Fahrenheit and the coldest month, 
January, the temperature lows average 
7 degrees Fahrenheit. Snow and cold, 
northwest winds are not uncommon 
in the northern Midwest of the United 
States. These factors, along with sub-
freezing temperatures dramatically 
affect how pedestrians interact with  
outdoor spaces. It requires special 
attention to the areas furthest from the 
transit to encourage year round use of 
the spaces.

SITE LOCATION

Midway, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, USA

CURRENT OCCUPANTS

Breakthru Beverage
Northwest Packaging 

Access to a variety of public 
transportation options is an important 
aspect of sustainable urban design. 
This site has close proximity to multiple 
bus routes and stops. These run in all 
directions, and are both local and limited 
stop bus routes. Also serviced near the 
site is a bike rack for the Nice Ride public 
bike share program. Although University 
is not currently very bike friendly, there 
are many side streets that lead to and 
away from that docking station. Most 
importantly, this site is located near the 
Metro Transit Green Line, running from 
downtown Minneapolis to the west all 
the way to downtown St. Paul. 

The freight elevators on the south side of the industrial 
building provide an opportunity to both increase efficiency 
and to create a design element that displays the vertical 
circulation. The elevators interrupt the facade for a visual 
cue that vertical circulation is happening.

The elevator located in the middle of the building serves 
mainly the employees from the parking garage on the 
west side. It provides access to all floors. This section also 
illustrates the recessed dock and how it allows for the 
street access to remain on the ground level. 

The center unit on Prior Avenue provides vertical 
circulation for the mixed use units on either side and a 
visitor entrance for the industrial building behind. Again, 
the vertical element is pushed to the facade to indicate an 
interruption of the horizontal circulation. 

This site is located on the edge of a 
largely residential zoned area. The 
industrial zones stretch from Interstate 
94 all the way north to the border of 
St. Paul. Along the light rail, the city has 
rezoned for Traditional Neighborhoods. 
These are classified as higher-density 
pedestrian- and transit-oriented mixed-
use development. Redevelopment of 
this block must better transition from the 
Traditional Neighborhoods and Multiple 
Family residential to the Industrial areas 
to the west and north. Currently, it is 
very apparent where the zones change 
from one to another by mere scale of the 
buildings. 
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PROPOSED MASTER PLAN
1” = 400’ 

SUN PATH DIAGRAM TRAFFIC LOAD DIAGRAM

PUBLIC TRANSIT  AND BIKE PATH PARKING AND CENTRAL CIRCULATION WITH BELOW GRADE DOCK

SOUTH FREIGHT ELEVATOR CIRCULATION 

PRIOR AVENUE CIRCULATION FOR INDUSTRIAL  AND MIXED USE

ZONING MAP

SEMI TRUCK AND AUTOMOBILE PARKING CIRCULATION
1” = 160’ 

EXISTING BUILDINGS ON SITE
1” = 400’ 


