
 
Talking Points: Happy New Year Edition  
January 23, 2014 
 
Communication 
CHOICE: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries, a premier source for reviews of academic 
books and a publication of the American Libraries Association, recently named Elizabeth 
Crawford Jackson’s book, Tobacco Goes to College: Cigarette Advertising in Student Media, 
1920-1980 (McFarland: 2014) as an Outstanding Academic Title for 2014.  The list of 
Outstanding Academic Titles reflects the best in scholarly titles reviewed by Choice editors.  
  
Nan Yu, assistant professor in the Department of Communication, has contributed on two 
peer-reviewed, ISI-Web of Science journal publications.  The first study, published the Journal 
of Immigrant and Minority Health examines how Chinese immigrants in the U.S. seek health 
information online and how acculturations strategies – the ways they use to adapt to the host 
society – influence their Internet-based health information seeking behaviors. The author’s 
concluded that the language and web sources immigrants choose to use can be predicted by the 
acculturation strategies they utilize to cope with the new culture.  The second study investigates 
different approaches that mobile phone designers have taken to improve users’ Web browsing 
experience.  The study presents the results of a comprehensive review of the current techniques 
and compared the users’ preferences for platform-specific mobile design, webpage 
restructuring, and zooming-based interactions. The study appears in the Journal of Visual 
Languages and Computing.   
  
Texas Christian University (TCU) assistant professor and NDSU alumni Amorette 
Hinderaker (Ph.D., 2012) and associate professor in the Department of Communication, Amy 
O’Connor investigated 50 exit narratives written by former members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints posted on two websites, postmormon.org and exmormon.org to 
explore organizational exit from a faith-based community. Using a microstoria narrative 
analysis, the authors found that the narratives described a long, non-linear exit process that was 
advanced through micro disassociations.  The complete study, titled, “The long road out: Stories 
of member exit from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” is forthcoming in the 
journal Communication Studies.  
 
Criminal Justice and Political Science 
Carol A. Archbold, associate professor in criminal justice, has been asked to serve as a 
member of the editorial board for Police Quarterly.  According to the journal website:  “Police 
Quarterly (PQ), peer-reviewed and published quarterly, is a scholarly journal that publishes 
theoretical contributions, empirical studies, essays, comparative analyses, critiques, innovative 
program descriptions, debates, and book reviews on issues related to policing. The only such 
journal published in North America, PQ seeks to publish both qualitative and quantitative 
police-related research that emphasizes policy-oriented research of interest to both practitioners 
and academics.”  Police Quarterly is published in association with the Police Executive Research 
Forum and the Police Section of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences.  For more 
information about this journal please use the following link:  http://pqx.sagepub.com/ 
 
Professor of political science, Tom Ambrosio, was interviewed by Valley News regarding the 
flap between North Korea and Sony over the movie The Interview. 
  
Criminal justice Ph.D. student Thorvald Dahle was recently notified that his manuscript titled 
“Women and SWAT: Making Entry into Police Tactical Teams” has been accepted for 
publication in the Law Enforcement Executive Forum, which is a peer-reviewed quarterly 
journal on policing. 
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Kjersten Nelson, assistant professor of political science, contributed to a book recently 
published by the North Dakota Institute for Regional Studies Press. The book, for which Nelson 
authored the foreword and the conclusion, is titled Important Voices: North Dakota’s Women 
Elected State Officials Share Their Stories 1893-2013 and was written by Susan E. Wefald. 
 
English 
Amy Rupiper Taggart, professor of English and director of general education, has 
collaborated on an interdisciplinary team to produce a grant as senior personnel. The NSF IUSE 
(Improving Undergraduate STEM Education) design and development grant proposal, supports 
ongoing professional development for STEM educators teaching in NDSU gateway courses 
(often general education courses), including pre-semester workshops and ongoing faculty 
learning communities (FLCs). The proposal was submitted January 2015, in collaboration with 
Paul Kelter, Mark Hanson, Lisa Montplaisir, James Nyachwaya, Jared Ladbury, Greg Oswald, 
and Emily Berg.  
 
Doctoral student Heather Steinman presented "A Rhetoric of Anxiety," at the recent Survive 
and Thrive conference in St. Cloud, MN. Her poem, "System Failure," accepted to the journal 
*82 Review. A second poem was accepted by the journal Up the Staircase Quarterly. Her 
paper "Teaching indigenous literature: Experience as self-instruction" has been accepted for 
presentation at the 57th annual WSSA Conference held in April in Portland, OR. 
 
Professor Gary Totten, chair of English, attended the Modern Language Association 
conference in Vancouver, BC, Canada Jan. 8-11, where he was a respondent for a session titled 
“Multi-Ethnic Film: From Page to Screen.” As the editor of the journal MELUS: Multi-Ethnic 
Literature of the US, he also participated in the “Meet the Editor” event sponsored at the 
conference by Oxford University Press and the “Chat with an Editor” event sponsored by the 
Council for Editors of Learned Journals. 
 
Red River Valley Writing Project  
(A National Writing Project Site housed in the English Department) 
The Red River Valley Writing Project at NDSU partnered with the Plains Art Museum to serve as 
the state affiliate for the National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards (grades 7-12). On Saturday, 
January 3rd, five judges--Susanne Williams, Sabrina Hornung, Zhimin Guan, Sarah Dotzenrod, 
and Karen Anderson--adjudicated the art entries. There were 38 winning works by 27 students 
from  Wahpeton, Jamestown, Fargo, Grand Forks, Elgin, Hazen, Tower City, Keene, Williston, 
Devil's Lake, Argusville, Bottineau, and West Fargo. The 7 gold key winners, will go on to be 
judged at the national level. The judges also selected the 5 best works and nominated them for 
the American Visions Award. These works will also be judged at the national level and one of the 
five will be named the American Visions winner for the state of North Dakota. The student work 
will be on exhibit at the Plains Art Museum from January 16 through February 22nd. The 
awards ceremony will take place on Tuesday, February 17th from 6-8 pm at the Plains Art 
Museum. 
 
Sociology and Anthropology 
Decolonizing Social Work (Ashgate, 2014), edited by North Dakota State University's Professor 
Michael Yellow Bird, has been selected as a 2014 Choice Outstanding Academic Title by 
Choice Magazine. Every year in the January issue Choice publishes a list of Outstanding 
Academic Titles that were reviewed the previous calendar year. This prestigious list reflects the 
best in scholarly titles reviewed by Choice and brings with it the extraordinary recognition of the 
academic community. Comprising of approximately nine percent of the more than 25,000 titles 
submitted to Choice in 2014, Outstanding Titles are the best of the best. Yellow Bird, the 
Director of Tribal and Indigenous Peoples' Studies and a Professor in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, collaborated with Professor Mel Gray (University of Newcastle, 
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Australia), Professor John Coates (St. Thomas University, Canada), and Dr. Tiani Hethering 
(Professor Mel Gray's former PhD student. 
 
Theatre Arts 
Assistant professors Mark Engler and Tiffany Fier have had an article and poster 
presentation accepted for the 2015 United State's Institute of Theatre Technology's Tech Expo in 
Cincinnati, Ohio March 18-21.  The article and presentation are regarding the design and 
construction of the man-eating puppets for NDSU's production of Little Shop of Horrors. 
 
Assistant professor Jess Jung is collaborating with Woman & Gender Studies to bring Slut: 
The Play (a play that sparks conversation about sexual violence on college campuses) back to 
NDSU in April. This summer she will direct (a love story) by Kelly Lusk for the Source Festival, 
an annual new play festival held in Washington DC. Jess will then travel to Iowa to produce and 
direct a summer season of plays for young audiences for the Okoboji Summer Theatre. 
 


