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FINDING THE PROBLEM: Existing buildings are not accessible due to poor entry conditions
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Railing: $100 estimate
Slope: $141.55
Platform: $67.67
Other: $38.24
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1861-1865: The American Civil War 
resulted in 30,000 amputations in the 
Union Army alone. This brings disability
into the public mind. 

1918: As a result of the large number of 
WWI veterans returning with disabilities, 
congress passed the first major
rehabilitation program for soldiers.

1932: Franklin D. Roosevelt elected 
president. He was believed to have polio 
and was paralyzed from the waist down. 
He helped fund the organization that is 
now known as the March of Dimes. 

1935: 300 members of the League for the 
Physically Handicapped staged a 
nine-day sit in at the Home Relief Bureau 
of New York City to protest that their 
request for employment with the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) had been 
stamped ‘PH’ (physically handicapped).

1937-1955: Peak of the polio epidemic. 
People effected with this disease had to 
create their own forms of access through 
home made tools. Wheel chairs did not fit 
into homes or the public environment 
well. 

1950: Beginning of the National  
Barrier-Free movement to create 
standards for buildings.

1961: The American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) published the first 
accessibility standards titled, “Making 
Buildings Accessible to and Usable by 
the Physically Handicapped”. 

1968: Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 
required the removal of significant 
obstacles for employment of people with 
disabilities. 

1970s: The Independent Living 
Movement embraced the notion that 
barriers that confront people with 
disabilities are related to social attitudes, 
interpretations, architecture, legal and 
educational barriers. Independent living 
centers offered an array of services that 
promoted independent living. 

1970: Judy Haumann sues New York City 
Board of Education when they denied her 
teaching license application. The reason 
given was that her wheel chair was a fire 
hazard. 

1975: Law passed to guarantee a free, 
appropriate, public education for all 
children with disabilities. This was passed 
through the Education for Handicapped 
Children Act. 

1977: Demonstrators took over the Health 
Education and Welfare (HEW) offices in 
San Francisco, CA in protest of Secretary 
Califano of HEW refusing to complete the 
regulations to complete Section 504. 
After 25 days, Califano finally signed.

1983: ADAPT Campaigned for 
Transportation Access Americans with 
Disabilities for Accessible Public 
Transportation, now known as ADAPT, 
began its national campaign for lifts on 
buses and access to public transit for 
people with disabilities. They blocked 
buses in cities across the U.S. to 
demonstrate the need for access to 
public transit. 

1988:  Justin Dart held 62 public forums in 
50 states, Washington, D.C., and Guam to 
collect stories of discrimination. His 
intent was to create a network of national 
support for passage of the American with 
Disabilities Act.  The forums provided an 
opportunity for people with disabilities 
and other advocates to publicly disclose 
and express their frustrations and 
outrage at discriminatory practices. 

1990: Capital crawl. Jennifer Keelan, 8 
years old, participated in the “crawl up 
the stairs” at the national capital. Her 
demonstration is considered the final act 
that led to the passing of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

1966: Paul Hunt stated, “I think the 
distinguishing mark of disabled people’s 
special position is that they tend to 
‘challenge’ in their relations with ordinary 
society. This challenge takes five main 
forms: unfortunate, useless, different, 
oppressed, and sick.” 

2010: Revised regulations for Title II and 
Title III of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) were issued by Department of 
Justice. One aspect the revisions 
expanded on was accessibility
requirements for recreational facilities.

2008: The ADA Amendments Act 
(ADAAA) was signed into law by 
President George W. Bush to counteract 
the Supreme Court’s narrow 
interpretation of disability and provide 
broad protection from discrimination.

2010: Laura Hershly on the MDA telethon 
- “It helps to perpetuate negative
stereotypes about people with 
disabilities. We don’t need pity, we don’t 
need people to give to charity in order to 
feel like they’ve done something to ‘help 
the disabled.’ What we need is equality, 
justice, and civil rights.” 

1990: The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) was signed into law by President 
George H. W. Bush alongside its 
"founding father," Justin Dart. 

2009: Aimee Mullins on redefining 
disability - “I think that the only true 
disability is a crushed spirit, a spirit that’s 
been crushed doesn’t have hope, it 
doesn’t see beauty, it no longer has our 
natural, childlike curiosity and our innate 
ability to imagine.”
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2010: The CVAA updated federal 
communications law to increase the 
access of persons with disabilities to 
modern communications. 

2012: Eleanor Smith interviewed with It’s 
Our Story. She talked about the lack of 
access into homes and all that she 
missed out on because of it. When she 
was 13 she wasn’t invited to her friend’s 
birthday party because her friend’s mom 
said she wouldn’t be able to get into the 
house so it would be best if she didn’t 
invite her. 

2017: A new bill, The Disability Integration 
Act (DIA)  was introduced by Senator 
Charles “Chuck” Schumer (D-NY) in the 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Committee. This bill would ensure that 
states are providing long-term services 
and support (LTSS) to individuals with 
disabilities in community-based settings, 
such as the individual’s own home.

2017: Defiant Lives documentary quote -
“I’m tired of the well-meaning 
non-cripples determining what I can and 
cannot do to form my life and my future. 
Get out of our way!”

2018 : Judith Haumann“Together we can 
make a difference. Together we can 
speak up for justice. Together we can 
help change the world ”
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2018: A modular design which is “readily 
achievable” is proposed to account for 
buildings that are currently inaccessible.

2010 U.S. Census - 10% of the population 
has difficulty using stairs, most due to a 
wheelchair, cane, crutches, or walker. 

2010 ADA Codes: Place of Public Accommodation: “A facility operated by a private entity 
whose operations affect commerce such as: a restaurant, theater, retail, museum, 
services, etc.” These spaces are open to the public but are not required to remove 
architectural barriers in existing facilities if it is not “readily achievable”. Readily 
achievable means “easily accomplish able and able to be carried out without much 
difficulty or expense” (i.e., CHEAP AND EASY). This loophole in the code remains and 
makes it possible for owners of buildings built before 1992  to forego on making their 
buildings accessible. 

2010: Affordable Care Act prohibited 
discrimination based on disabilities in 
health insurance.
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DISABILITY ACTIVISM
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How can we change current social norms about disability?
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