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BIOGRAPHY 

 

Myrtle Bemis was born January 5, 1880 in Newton, Wisconsin, the daughter of Henry and Weltha 

(Haddock) Bemis. In 1882 the family moved to Steele County near Cooperstown, North Dakota. At the 

age of eighteen, Miss Bemis began to teach in rural schools.  She later attended Valley City Normal 

School from where she graduated in 1902. After teaching in Williston and rural schools for several years 

she attended the University of North Dakota where she received her masters' degree in history in 1909. 

 

On June 15, 1910 Miss Bemis married Charles Albert Porterville, a farmer near Cooperstown. He was 

born May 19, 1875 at Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. They farmed for five years and Mr. Porterville was 
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also a rural mail carrier. They later lived in Cooperstown where Mr. Porterville worked in various stores. 

Mrs. Porterville taught at Larimore for several years and then in the Cooperstown schools from 1923 to 

1933. They adopted a son Claude who was born in 1916.  Mr. Porterville died May 14, 1934. Thereafter 

Mrs. Porterville lived with her mother and brother on the home farm. There she cared for her mother and 

kept house for her brother until his death in 1958.  Mrs. Porterville died February 16, 1961 in California 

and was buried in the Cooperstown Cemetery. 

 

Mrs. Porterville took an early interest in the history of Griggs County, which started her long career in 

collecting almost everything documenting the history of the county. She began to do extensive research 

and collecting while teaching in Cooperstown, enlisting the help of her students. Mrs. Porterville even 

learned to speak and read Norwegian in order to help in her work. She also wrote a history of the county, 

which was serialized in the Griggs County Sentinel-Courier. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Myrtle Porterville Collection is arranged into three major series: Mrs. Porterville's personal papers, 

the material collected on Griggs County history, and a small collection on Steele County history. 

 

 The Private Papers Series of Mrs. Porterville are not very extensive. The correspondence, arranged 

chronologically, is very incomplete. It consists mainly of letters from friends, her son Claude and her 

father. The subject files contain various materials including her brother Byron Bemis' farming record 

book, Mrs. Porterville's daily class record while teaching in Cooperstown, a very incomplete notebook, 

several poems believed to be by Mrs. Porterville. The files also include several miscellaneous documents 

of Mr. Porterville, and various school papers of their son, Claude. The school correspondence and reports, 

dated 1927 to 1929, are from F. Ray Rogers to all teachers and occasionally to Mrs. Porterville 

concerning school procedures, policies, etc. The tax statements are for their Cooperstown home, and 

finally there is Mrs. Porterville's contract for teaching in 1903 in the Cooperstown School District. 

 

The Griggs County History Series material is a very extensive collection of primary and secondary 

source materials. Much of it is transcribed copies rather than original documents. Also, Mrs. Porterville 

and others have written historical manuscripts on various topics. The collection has been organized 

basically by subject.  The first section is devoted to biographical and genealogical materials. 

 

The Biography, autobiography and reminiscence sub-series contains copies of written and published 

histories from all sources available. It contains a wealth of information on the settling of Griggs County 

and pioneer life. The Summaries sub-series is an alphabetical listing by family of all vital statistics such 

as birth, marriage, and death, as well as settlement year and minor historical notes. Mrs. Porterville drew 

upon many sources and attempted to include everyone known to have lived in Griggs County. Mrs. 

Porterville also copied birth, marriage and death records from various sources and did extensive 

clipping of newspapers containing biographical material on former and then current residents of Griggs 

County. The Cooperstown area family histories sub-series consists of compositions written by students 

of Mrs. Porterville in the late 1920s about early area pioneers. 

 



Mss 296  Myrtle (Bemis) Porterville Collection  Page 3 of 22 

 

The next section of the Griggs County history is arranged alphabetically by subject. It is composed 

mainly of typed and handwritten notes and manuscripts covering almost all aspects of Griggs County 

history. Since the file titles are quite self-explanatory the researcher should consult the shelf list for 

specific topics. It should be noted that the files on individual churches are not extensive and include only 

minimal historical material. The Federal Writers Project papers are mainly those of the Griggs County 

worker, Mrs. Claire Jackson, although it is evident Mrs. Porterville was very active in helping her 

assemble the historical data. The correspondence seems quite complete. There are also photocopies of a 

series of articles written by Mrs. Porterville that were published in the local newspaper, the Griggs 

County Sentinal-Courier in 1957-1958. 

 

Mrs. Porterville took extensive notes from the Griggs County Courier newspaper (title varies) from its 

beginning to about 1913 which are arranged chronologically. She also arranged and typed some notes by 

subject but none of the files are very extensive. In the Organizations sub-series none of the files are very 

extensive except for the Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star and Kiwanis. The Schools sub-series has been 

divided into several sections: the Cooperstown School District (formerly called Greendale), the 

Cooperstown High School, and the remaining township school districts. Material on the various towns 

and villages in Griggs County has been placed in the Towns sub-series. Again, most files are not 

extensive except for Cooperstown. 

 

In 1918 the North Dakota Legislature authorized the establishment of the North Dakota War History 

Commission, whose purpose it was to collect and preserve the military record of all men who 

participated in World War I. Mrs. Porterville was appointed Griggs County chairman and responsible for 

assembling biographical and other material on World War I veterans. The records of her work are very 

complete and the major part is composed of completed military service forms for each person and copies 

of letters written by the soldiers to their families. There are also other various items from World War I. 

 

The Steele County Series is by no means extensive. It follows basically the format of the Griggs County 

material including biographical material, newspaper clippings, and then subject files arranged 

alphabetically. Most of the subject files are not very complete. 

 

 

SEPARATION RECORD 

 

The following non-manuscript material has been removed from the Myrtle Porterville Collection and sent 

to the sections indicated. 

 

 

 Books (Library book collection, consult main library catalog for call number and location) 

 

Butler, Maria Hagen, Our Prairies Forty Years Ago, 1921 

Cooperstown High School Chapter, Quill and Scroll Society, Alumni Directory of Cooperstown 

High School 1903-1940, 1941 

Cooperstown High School, Alumni Directory of Cooperstown High School, 1903-1954, 1954 
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Dakota Superintendent of Public Instruction, Common Schools of Dakota, 1883.  An act to 

establish and provide for the maintenance of a general and uniform system of common schools 

and improve their usefulness, 1883 

Dakota Superintendent of Public Instruction, Common Schools of Dakota, 1883. An act to 

establish and provide for the maintenance of a general and uniform system of common schools 

and to improvetheir usefulness, 1885 

Dakota Directory Services, Farm Directory - Griggs and Steele Counties, N. D. for 1946, 1948, 

1950, 1956, 1958 

Hankin, S. T. North Dakota Speller, Fifth and Sixth year by months, Lisbon, N. D., 1911, 4th 

edition. 

Hankin, S. T. North Dakota Speller, Seventh and Eighth year-by month, Lisbon, N. D. 1911, 6th 

edition. 

Hemenway, Frederic V., editor, History of the Third Division, U. S. Army in World War for the 

period, December 1, 1917 to January 1, 1919 

Hope of the Prairie, 75th Anniversary, 1882-1957 

Mabel Lutheran Church, Fiftieth Anniversary, 1945 

Ness Evangelical Lutheran Church Diamond Jubilee, 1958 

Odegard, J. T., Erindringer, I. Lom, Long Lake, Fargo, Minneapolis, 1930 

 

 Newspapers (Institute newspaper collection) 

 

Cooperstown High School Zip, Dec. 30, 1924; Sept. 28, Oct. 19, 1925; Oct. 4, Nov. 8, Dec. 13, 

1927; March 20, April 17, May 8, June 1, 1928 

Cooperstown High Record and Cooper-Hi Zip, Oct. 2, 1928-March 5, 1929; March 26, 1929-Jan. 

14, 1930; Feb. 25, 1930-March 13, 1934; May 29, 1934; Jan. 29, 1935-May 5, 1936 

Cooper High Record, May 16, 1955 

Griggs County Sentinel, March 12, 1903 

Griggs County Sentinel-Courier, July 26, 1917, 1937-1950 

Griggs Courier, June 11, 1886, June 11-18, 1897 

 

 Maps (Institute map collection) 

 

21 Traced copies of all townships in Griggs County from U. S. Surveyor General's office 

 

 Photographs (Institute photograph collection) 

 

5,696 Photographs collected and copied by Mrs. Porterville covering all aspects of Griggs County 

as well as many family photographs (also have her negatives). 

 

 Broadsides (Institute broadside collection) 

 

"The army of the disabled keeps growing", Red Cross, 1921 
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 Microfilm (Library microfilm collection, consult main library catalog for call number and 

location) 

 

1 reel diaries (weather logs) of Mrs. Mary Gimblett Glaspell, 1889-1891, 1898-1930 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder Contents 

  

1/1  Biographical material, and Finding aid 

 

Private Papers Series 

 

Correspondence 

 

1/2  1915-1916 

1/3  1922-1929 

1/4  1930-1939 

1/5  1941-1943, 1948 

1/6  1950-1954 

1/7  1955-1960 

1/8  Undated 

 

Subject Files 

 

1/9  Byron Bemis farming record book, 1911-1918 

1/10  Daily class record of Mrs. Porterville, 1931-1932 

1/11  Memorandum book 

1/12  Poetry 

1/13  Charles Porterville - legal documents, 1910, 1924 

1/14  Claude Porterville 

1/15  School correspondence and reports, 1927-1929 

1/16  Tax statements, 1915-1938, 1949-1950 

1/17  Teaching contract, 1903 

 

  Griggs County History Series 

 

Biographies, autobiographies, reminiscences 

 

1/18  Listings 

1/19  A 

1/20  B-Bl 

1/21  Bo-By 
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1/22  C 

1/23  Cooper 

1/24  D 

1/25  E 

1/26  F 

1/27  Friswold, Seval (Autobiography) 

1/28  Fuglestad 

1/29  G-Gi 

1/30  Go-Gu 

1/31  Ha 

1/32  He 

1/33  Ho-Hu 

2/1  Idsvoog 

2/2  J 

2/3  Johnson 

2/4  K-Ki 

2/5  Kl-Kr 

2/6  La 

2/7  Le-Lo 

2/8  Lu 

2/9  Ma-Mi 

2/10  Mj-Mo 

2/11  N 

2/12  O 

2/13  Opheim 

2/14  P 

2/15  Piatt 

2/16  Q 

2/17  R 

2/18  Ross 

2/19  Sa 

2/20  Sc-So 

2/21  St-Sy 

2/22  Ta-Th 

2/23  To-Tw 

2/24  U 

2/25  V 

2/26  Wa-We 

2/27  Wh-Wo 

2/28  Z 

2/29  Griggs County Atlas, 1910 

2/30  History of North Dakota, by W. B. Hennessy, 1910 

2/31  Normænd og Norske Hjem i Amerika by Hans Jervel, 1916 

2/32  Norsk Lutherske Prester i Amerika, 1914 
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2/33  The Record 

 

Summaries (Family vital statistics) 

 

2/34  Aa-Am 

2/35  Am-Ar 

2/36  Ar-Ay  

3/1  Ba-Be 

3/2  Be-Br 

3/3  Br-Bu 

3/4  C 

3/5  D 

3/6  E 

3/7  F 

3/8  G 

3/9  Ha 

3/10  Ha-Ho 

3/11  Ho-Hy 

3/12  I 

3/13  J 

3/14  K 

3/15  La-Li 

3/16  Li-Ly 

3/17  Ma-Me 

3/18  Me-My 

3/19  N 

3/20  O 

3/21  P 

3/22  Q 

3/23  Ra-Ro 

3/24  Ro-Ry 

3/25  Sa-Si 

3/26  Sj-So 

3/27  So-Sy 

4/1  T 

4/2  U 

4/3  V 

4/4  W 

4/5  Y,Z 

 

Summaries II (Family vital statistics) 

 

4/6  A-D 

4/7  E-I 
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4/8  J-O 

4/9  P-S 

4/10  T-Y 

 

Births 

 

4/11  General 

4/12  County records, 1899-1907 

4/13  Griggs Courier, 1883-1893 

4/14  Griggs Courier, 1894-1903 

4/15  Dr. N. A. Bergstrom, 1901-1908 

4/16  Dr. C. L. Brimi, 1899, 1903-1908 

4/17  Rev. Oscar D. Purinton’s birthday book 

4/18  Lutheran Church (Rev. Njust, pastor), 1894-1912 

4/19  Eidfjord Lutheran Church, 1888-1908 

4/20  Evangelical Lutheran Church, Binford, 1901-1907 

4/21  Hannaford Norwegian Lutheran Church, 1897-1907 

4/22  Ness Lutheran Church, 1886-1904 

4/23  Ness & Hero Lutheran Churches, 1905-1921 

4/24  Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cooperstown, 1895-1906 

4/25  Ottawa Lutheran Church, 1888-1903 

4/26  Ringsaker Lutheran Church 

4/27  St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 1888-1907 

4/28  Trinity Lutheran Church, 1900-1904 (Germans) 

4/29  Union Lutheran Church, 1887-1908 

4/30  West Prairie Lutheran Church, 1883-1907 

 

Marriages 

 

4/31  County Records, 1883-1893 

4/32  Griggs Courier, 1883-1903  

4/33  Rev. Oscar D. Purinton, 1883-1917 

4/34  Eidfjord Lutheran Church, 1892-1933 

4/35  Ringsaker Lutheran Church, 1884-1909 

4/36  St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 1888-1926 

 

4/37  Deaths - Griggs Courier, 1883-1903 

 

Newspaper clippings (Biographical) 

 

4/38  A 

4/39  A  

5/1  B 

5/2  B 
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5/3  C 

5/4  C 

5/5  D 

5/6  D 

5/7  E 

5/8  F 

5/9  F 

5/10  G 

5/11  H 

5/12  H 

5/13  H 

5/14  I, J 

5/15  J 

5/16  K 

5/17  L 

5/18  L 

5/19  M 

5/20  M 

6/1  N 

6/2  O 

6/3  P, Q 

6/4  R 

6/5  S 

6/6  S 

6/7  S 

6/8  T 

6/9  U 

6/10  V 

6/11  W 

6/12  Y, Z 

 

Cooperstown Area Family Histories 

 

6/13  Index 

6/14  A 

6/15  B 

6/16  C-E 

6/17  F 

6/18  G, H 

6/19  I 

7/1  K 

7/2  L 

7/3  M 

7/4  N 
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7/5  O, P 

7/6  Q, R 

7/7  S 

7/8  T 

7/9  V, W, Z 

 

Newspaper clippings (bound volumes) 

 

7/10  A-W, 1927-1938 

7/11  A-W, 1929-1947 

8/1  “Forty years ago”, 1887-1935 

8/2  “Agricultural, industrial and cultural development” 

8/3  Alcohol for medicinal purposes from H.A. Langlie, Pharmacist 

8/4  Bibliographies 

8/5  Blizzards 

 

Books 

 

8/6  Autograph book of Russell Purinton, 1881-1895 

8/7  Bibelhistorie med lidt av Kirkens historie, by Volrath Vogt, 1879 (Norwegian)  

8/8  Hjerte-bog eller Jesu arbeide paa menneske-hjertet, by Max Frommel, 1879 (Norwegian) 

8/9  Laesebog for born forte trin, by Knute Løkensgaard, 1893 (Norwegian)  

9/1  The New Testament, 1866  

9/2  Nya Testamentet, 1886 (Swedish) 

9/3  Salmebog for Lutherske Kristne i Amerika, 1898 (Norwegian) 

9/4  Udtog av Dr. Erick Pontoppidans Forklaring ved H.U. Sverdrup, 1884 (Norwegian) 

9/5  Boulder imprint (?), 1937 

9/6  Cemetery locations 

9/7  “Christmas in Norway”, by Mrs. John Fosholt (Norwegian) 

9/8  Chronology of event 

 

Churches 

 

9/9  General 

9/10  Suppers 

9/11  Cooperstown Bible Camp 

9/12  Bald Hill Baptist Church 

9/13  Bald Hill Lutheran Church, Wallum 

9/14  Bethlehem Evangelical Free Church, Cooperstown 

9/15  Cooperstown Lutheran Church 

10/1  Dover Dutch Reformed 

10/2  Eidfjord Lutheran Church 

10/3  First Congregational Church, Cooperstown  

10/4  First Lutheran Church, Binford 
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10/5  Grace Lutheran Church, Cooperstown 

10/6  Hannaford Lutheran Church 

10/7  Hofva Lutheran Church 

10/8  Ness Lutheran Church 

10/9  Park Congregational Church 

10/10  Ringsaker Lutheran Church 

10/11  St. George’s Catholic Church, Cooperstown 

10/12  St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Jessie 

10/13  St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

10/14  Saron Evangelical Lutheran Church 

10/15  Sheyenne Valley Lutheran Church 

10/16  Trinity Lutheran Church, Binford 

10/17  Union Lutheran Church 

10/18  Zion Lutheran Church, Mose 

10/18a  Zion Lutheran Church, Clearfield, Township 

 

Civil War Letters 

 

10/19  Benjamin B. Brown, 1862 (Copies) 

10/20  Dubois Newell, 1863-1865, Copies (also several family letters) 

10/21  Benton F. Wright, 1861-1863 

10/22  Civil Works Administration 

 

Cooper Farm 

 

10/23  History manuscript by Mrs. Porterville 

10/24  History manuscript by Mrs. Porterville (copy 2) 

10/25  History manuscript by Mrs. Porterville (revised)  

10/26  “The Cooper Farm”, by Mrs. Porterville 

10/27  “The Cooper Farm”, by Mrs. Porterville (revised) 

10/28  Clara Miller Bacon memorial booklet, 1911 

10/29  “Early immigration in Griggs County - The Cooper Group” 

10/30  Land transactions, 1880-1943 

10/31  Land transactions and mortgages, 1880-1903 

10/32  Maps of land 

10/33  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

10/34  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

10/35  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

10/36  Personal property tax, 1884 

 

Cooperstown Diamond Jubilee 

 

10/37  General, 1957 

10/38  Historical book, 1957 
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11/1  Registration list, 1957 

11/2  County officers, 1882 

11/3  Court house 

11/4  Crops, early 

 

Diary, weather log of Mrs. Mary Glaspell 

 

11/5  1889-1891 

11/6  1898-1904 

11/7  1905-1914 

11/8  1914-1925 

11/9  1926-1930 

 

11/10  Elections, 1883 

11/11  Erindringer, by J. T. Odegard (Translation from Norwegian) 

 

Ethnic groups 

11/12  General  

11/13  Germans 

11/14  Norwegian 

11/15  Swedes 

11/16  Exploration 

 

Federal Writers' Project 

 

11/17  Correspondence, 1936-1938 

11/18  Correspondence, 1939-1941 

11/19  Correspondence, undated 

11/20  Memoranda from Bismarck, 1937-1938 

11/21  Memoranda on various subject topics 

11/22  Forms 

12/1  Interview sheets of Hannah Lende, A-M 

12/2  Interview sheets of Hannah Lende, O-W 

12/3  Outline of topics covered 

12/4  County seat fight 

12/5  Diary and letter excerpts 

12/6  Early history 

12/7  Early settlement 

12/8  Exploration 

12/9  First buildings  

12/10  Flora, fauna 

12/11  Indians 

12/12  Land, climate, natural resources, etc. 

12/13  Social life 
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12/14  Transportation and communication 

12/15  Firemens’ Ball invitation 

12/16  Flour Mills 

12/17  Folklore, customs 

12/18  Fourth of July celebration 

12/19  General articles 

12/20  Geography 

12/21  Ghosts 

 

Griggs County Commissioners Proceedings 

 

12/22  1882 (Excerpts) 

12/23  1883(Excerpts) 

12/24  1884 (Excerpts) 

12/25  1885-1889 (Excerpts) 

12/26  1890-1895 (Excerpts) 

12/27  1896-1900 (Excerpts) 

12/28  1901-1910 (Excerpts) 

12/29  1911-1920 (Excerpts) 

12/30  1921-1930 (Excerpts) 

12/31  1931-1939 (Excerpts) 

12/32  1940 (Newspapers) 

    

Griggs County Courier excerpts 

 

12/33  Jan. 26, 1883 (v. 1, no. 1) 

12/34  1883 

12/35  1883 

12/36  1884 

12/37  1885 

12/38  1886 

12/39  1887 

12/40  1888 

12/41  1889 

12/42  1890 

12/43  1891 

12/44  1892 

13/1  1893 

13/2  1894 

13/3  189 

13/4  1896 

13/5  1897 

13/6  1898 

13/7  1899 
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13/8  1900 

13/9  1901 

13/10  1902 

13/11  1903 

13/12  1906 

13/13  191 

13/14  General 

13/15  Generall 

13/16  General 

13/17  Airplanes, 1911 

13/18  Automobiles 

13/19  Board of Trade, 1888 

13/20  Buffalo bones, 1884-1885 

13/21  Businesses, 1887 

13/22  Cooperstown, 1891-1893 

13/23  Cemeteries, 1887-1890 

13/24  County Commission, 1887, 1889 

13/25  Creameries, 1888 

13/26  Crops, 1888 

13/27  Firemen, 1895-1901 

13/28  Fires, 1883-1897 

13/29  Griggs County Fair Assn., 1899-1903 

13/30  Hunting, 1883-1889 

13/31  Indians, 1890 

13/32 July 4, 1887 

13/33  Lights,1887, 1897 

13/34  Stock and pigs, 1883-1891 

13/35  Storms, 1896 

13/36  Streets, 1883-1907 

13/37  Telegraph and telephone, 1899-1901 

13/38  Transportation, 1883-1899 

13/39  Trees, 1884-1897 

   

Griggs County 50th Anniversary 

 

13/40  Correspondence, 1932 

13/41  Committee meeting minutes, 1932 

13/42  Exhibits 

13/43  Pioneer Honor lists 

13/44  Registration list  

13/45  Visitors at Omund Nelson Opheim log cabin, 1932 

13/46  Historical sites 

 

History 
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22/7  Historical articles by Mrs. Porterville in the Griggs County Sentinel-Courier, 1957-1958 

13/47  County seat fight 

13/48  Organization of county 

13/49  Stealing of county records 

13/50  Summary of early history 

13/51  Notes by subject 

13/52  Notes 

13/53  Houses and farm buildings 

13/53a  Indian artifacts 

13/54  Lake Jessie 

13/55  Land deeds listing 

13/56  Land owners from Atlas of Griggs County 

13/57  Land survey, 1879, 1887 

13/58  Lights Along the Sheyenne, March 1949, Sept. 1951, June 1952  

13/59  Liquor problem 

13/60  Mailing addresses by township 

13/61  Newspaper articles by Mrs. Porterville 

 

Notebooks of Mrs. Porterville 

 

14/1  Tax lists, 1883-1884, early history 

14/2  Land transfers, Courier quotes, etc. 

14/3  School records, egg records, etc. 

14/4  O. E. S. officers, Cooper family, etc. 

14/5  General 

 

Old Settlers Assn. of Griggs and Steele Counties 

 

14/6  Meeting minutes, 1906-1911 

14/7  Bylaws 

14/8  Financial receipts, 1906-1909 

14/9  Membership lists 

14/10  Biography sketches 

14/11  Biography data sheets 

22/1  Biography sketches (typed, in volume) 

  

Organizations 

 

14/12  American Legion and Auxiliary, Cooperstown and Hannaford 

14/13  A.O.U.W., Cooperstown and Hannaford 

14/14  Cemetery Assn. Commercial Club, Daughters of Rebecca, Cooperstown 

14/15  Eastern Star, Cooperstown 

14/16  Fire Dept., Fair Assn., Knights of Pythias, Cooperstown 
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22/2  Kiwanis Club, Cooperstown 

14/17  Knights of the Tent Maccabees, Lady Maccabees, Cooperstown 

14/18  Literary Society, Hannaford 

14/19  Masonic Lodge, Northern Lights Lodge, No. 45, Cooperstown 

14/20  Modern Brotherhood of America Lodge, Cooperstown; Modern Woodmen, Binford, 

Hannaford,   and Cooperstown 

14/21  Odd Fellow, P.T.A., Cooperstown 

14/22  P.T.A., Wallum; Sons of Norway, Cooperstown  

14/23  V.F.W., W.C.T.U., Cooperstown; Workmens Lodge, Hannaford 

14/24  General 

 

Pioneers 

 

14/25  General 

14/26  Addresses and year of settlement 

14/27  Letters of Einar R. Brosten, 1881-1896 (copies) 

14/28  Letters of Dubois Newell, 1886-1893 

14/29  Letters, general 

14/30  Location of land 

14/31  Pioneer life data from various sources 

14/32  Place names 

14/33  Place names pronunciations 

14/34  Poetry 

14/35  Poll tax receipt book 

15/1  Post offices 

15/2  Republican Party meeting minutes, 1896-1908 

15/3  Roads and trails 

 

Schools 

 

15/4  Annual reports, 1883-1884 

15/5  Budge Banner, ca. 1954 

15/6  Composition book (Author unknown) 

15/7  Dakota Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction publication, 1884 

15/8  Districts and officers 

15/9  History notes 

15/10  History notes 

15/11  Maps 

15/12  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

15/13  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

15/14  Notes by Mrs. Porterville 

15/15  Organizations of  

15/16  Teachers 

15/17  Teachers 
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15/18  Teachers, terms and pupils 

 

Cooperstown School District (Formerly Greendale)-- 

 

15/19  Meeting minutes, 1883-1897 (Excerpts) 

15/20  Correspondence-A, 1899-1910 

15/21  Correspondence-B, 1903-1910 

15/22  Correspondence-C, 1898-1899, 1907-1910 

15/23  Correspondence-D, 1907-1910 

15/24  Correspondence-E, 1898, 1907-1910 

15/25  Correspondence-F, 1904-1910 

15/26  Correspondence-G, 1900-1910 

15/27  Correspondence-H, 1900-1910 

16/1  Correspondence-I, J, 1898-1910 

16/2  Correspondence-K, 1898-1910 

16/3  Correspondence-L, 1906-1910 

16/4  Correspondence-M, 1907-1910 

16/5  Correspondence-N, O, 1899-1910 

16/6  Correspondence-P, 1906-1910 

16/7  Correspondence-R, 1903-1910 

16/8  Correspondence-S, 1905-1910 

16/9  Correspondence-T, 1905-1910 

16/10  Correspondence-U, 1908 

16/11  Correspondence-W, 1906-1910 

16/12  Correspondence-Z, 1903-1908 

16/13  Census, 1898 

16/14  Census, 1906 

16/15  Clerk report, 1909 

16/16  Historical notes 

16/17  Library subscription list 

16/18  Notice of election and official oath of director 

16/19  Petition for bonding authority, 1904 

16/20  Petition to secure reemployment of Supt. Mason  

16/21  Poll book, tally list, and official returns 

16/22  Pupils, 1897-1910 

16/23  Specifications for plumbing & heating systems 

16/24  Superintendent of schools annual report, 1948-1949 

16/25  Teacher listings 

16/26  Teacher contracts, 1909-1910, 1913-1914 

 

Teacher Registers 

 

22/3  School No. 2, 1886-1892 

22/4  School No. 3, 1885-1891 
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22/5  School No. 4, 1885-1889 

22/6  School No. 5, 1885-1888 

 

Teacher reports 

 

16/27  1883, 1888-1889 

16/28  1897-1898 

16/29  1899-1900 

16/30  1900-1901 

16/31  1901-1902 

16/32  1902-1903 

16/33  1903-1904 

16/34  1904-1906 

16/35  1905-1906 

16/36  Teacher’s monthly report attendance, 1905 

16/37  1906-1907 

16/38  1907-1908 

16/39  1908-1909 

16/40  1909-1910 

16/41  Treasurer's report, 1908-1909 

 

Cooperstown High School 

 

17/1  Annual, 1907 (Commencement Souvenir) 

17/2  Annual, 1917 (Ouija) 

17/3  Annual, 1958 (Lynx) 

17/4  C.H.S. Echo, 1914, (v. 1, no. 1) 

17/5  Class of 1929 reunion, 1954 

17/6  Commencement announcements, 1903, 1914 

17/7  The Cooper, Winter, Spring, 1929 

 

Schools 

 

17/8  Gallatin  

17/9  Gallatin bond no. 1, 1884 

17/10  Hannaford 

17/11  Nelson Township 

17/12  Pilot Mound Township No. 3 souvenir 

17/13  Red Willow 

17/14  Romness 

17/15  Sverdrup Township souvenir, 1902 

 

Sibley Expedition, 1863 
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17/16  General histories 

17/17  William R. Marshal journal, 1863 

17/18  Social and cultural development 

17/19  Songs 

 

Taxes (Notes by Mrs. Porterville) 

 

17/20  Personal property assessments, 1889 

17/21  Property tax assessments, 1883 

17/22  Real estate tax lists, 1889 

 

Telephone directories, Binford, Cooperstown, McHenry 

 

17/23  1944-1947 

17/24  1948-1951 

17/25  1953-1955 

18/1  1956, 1958 

 

Towns 

 

18/2  General 

18/3  Binford 

18/4  Cooperstown-Businesses 

18/5  Cooperstown-First National Bank 

18/6  Cooperstown-Census, 1908 

18/7  Cooperstown-Directory, 1883 

18/8  Cooperstown-History material 

18/9  Cooperstown-History notes 

18/10  Cooperstown-Joseph Hoggarth credit book, 1886-1396 

18/11  Cooperstown-Newspaper clippings 

18/12  Cooperstown-Newspaper clippings 

18/13  Cooperstown-Park and playground 

18/14  Hannaford 

18/15  Jessie 

18/16  Karnak 

18/17  Mardell 

18/18  Mose 

18/19  Revere 

18/20  Sutton 

18/21  Wallum 

18/22  Townships 

18/23  Township maps 

18/24  Township survey field notes, 1873-1881 
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War History Commission 

 

18/25  Correspondence, 1921 

18/26  Correspondence, 1922 

18/27  Correspondence, 1923-1924 

18/28  General  

18/29  Newspaper clippings 

 

Military Service Records 

 

18/30  A 

18/31  B 

18/32  C 

18/33  D 

19/1  E 

19/2  F, G 

19/3  Ha 

19/4  He-Hu 

19/5  I 

19/6  J 

19/7  K 

19/8  L 

19/9  M 

19/10  N 

19/11  O 

19/12  P 

19/13  R 

19/14  S 

19/15  T 

19/16  V 

19/17  W 

19/18  Z 

19/19  Alex Armstrong, "Experiences of Co. E," Am. Train, 82nd Div."(Poem) 

19/20  Alfred Bolkan letters, 1918-1919 (Copies) 

19/21  Edwin Bolkan letters, 1917-1919 (Copies) 

19/22  George Bolkan letters, 1918 

19/23  Carl Bonnewell letters, 1919 (Copies) 

19/24  Oscar O. Hagen letters, 1918-1919 (Norwegian originals and copies) 

19/25  Hans A. Helland letters, 1918-1919 (Copies) 

19/26  Jonas A. Helland letters, 1918 (Copies) 

19/27  Arthur O. Johnson letters, 1918 (Copies) 

20/1  Elmer B. Johnson letters, 1918 (Copies)  

20/2  Manley Johnson letters, 1919 (Copies) 

20/3  Robert C. Johnson letters, 1913 (Copies) 
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20/4  Carl Krantz letters, 1918-1919 

20/5  Victor Lien letters, 1917-1918 (Originals and copies) 

20/6  Gordon M. Lindgren letters, 1917 (Originals) 

20/7  Gordon M. Lindgren letters, 1917-1918 (Copies) 

20/8  Esther Lockton letters, 1918 (Originals) 

20/9  Harry S. Olgard diary, 1918-1919 (Copy) 

20/10  Harold Olson speech (Original and copy) 

20/11  Mentz Overby letter, 1918 (Original and copy) 

20/12  Anton Peterson letters, 1918-1919 (Copies) 

20/13  R. L. Rearick letters, 1918 (Copies) 

20/14  Albert M. Saby letters, 1918-1919 (Originals) 

20/15  Albert M. Saby letters, 1918 (Copies) 

20/16  Paul Sorvik letters, 1917-1919 (Copies) 

20/17  William J. Stanford letters, 1913-1919 (Copies) 

20/18  Alfred Swingen letters, 1919 (Originals) 

20/19  Lewis Swingen letters, 1919 (Originals and Copies) 

20/20  J. T. Thorson reminiscence, 1918 

20/21  Maurice Wickham letters, 1917-1919 (Copies) 

 

War History Commission 

 

20/22  The Bridgehead Sentinel 

20/23  Citation to American Marines, 6th Regiment 

20/24  Commendation of lst Division, 1917-1919 (Copy) 

20/25  Dedication of Griggs County Memorial room, 1922 

20/26  82nd Division, A.E.E. casualties and history, 1918-1919 (Copy) 

20/27  Griggs County in World War 1 

20/28  Griggs County Red Cross receipts, 1918  

20/29  Order of men drafted in Griggs County, 1917 

20/30  Patriotic song booklets by Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of N. D., 1918-1919 

20/31  Propaganda leaflet dropped by Germans (Copy) 

20/32  Servicemen lists 

20/33  To the Homeward-Bound American, by B. Van Vorst, 1919 

21/1  World War II-Military registrants, 1940 

21/2  War Ration books 

 

 

Steele County History Series 

 

21/3  Biographical material, A-L 

21/4  Biographical material, M-W 

 

Biographical - 
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21/5  G. W. Dyson 

21/6  I. I. Gardner 

21/7  Katie Gumb 

21/8  L. B. Hanna 

21/9  Burleigh F. Spalding 

  

Biographical Newspaper clippings 

21/10  A-L 

21/11  M-W 

21/12  Agricultural Conservation Program, 1951, 1956, 1958-1960 

21/13  Cemetery stones listing, Riverside Township 

21/14  Creation of Steele County, 1883 (Newspaper articles) 

21/15  Finley (Newspaper clippings) 

21/16  Griggs County Commissioners proceedings, June 16, 1882- Dec. 24, 1883 

21/17  History-General  

21/18  Hofva Lutheran Church  

21/19  Hope 

21/20  Hope of the Prairie, 1957 

21/21  Land ownership map, 1883 

21/22  Red River Land Co. 

21/23  Rural Directory, 1960 (Copy) 

21/24  Rural Directory 

21/25  Sherbrooke 

 

Oversize 

 

22/1  Old Settlers Assn. of Griggs & Stee1e, Counties Biographical sketches (typed in volume) 

22/2  Kiwanis Club, Cooperstown-Ledger 

   

Cooperstown (Greendale) School District teacher registers 

 

22/3  School No. 2, 1886-1892 

22/4  School No. 3, 1885-1891 

22/5  School No. 4, 1885-1889 

22/6  School No. 5, 1885-1888 

22/7  Historical articles by Mrs. Porterville from the Griggs County Centinel-Courier, 1957-

1958 
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