
The Site
tHE SITE FOR THIS PROJECT IS LOCATED IN fARGO, nd ON THE CAMPUS OF NORTH 

DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY. iT IS THE HOME TO THE ndsu WOMENS SOFTBALL TEAM. 
ndsu FACES DIFFERENT CHALLENGES FROM OTHER COLLEGIATE SOFTBALL TEAMS 
AROUND THE COUNTRY IN THAT THE CLIMATE IN fARGO IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM 

MOST OTHER CITIES. wITH MUCH COLDER TEMPARATURES FOR MOST OF THE SOFTBALL 
SEASON, IT BECOMES A YEARLY BATTLE OF FINDING PROPER FACILITIES TO PRACTICE 

AND PLAY IN. 
tHIS THESIS AIMS TO ADDRESS THESE SPECIFIC CLIMATE PROBLEMS IN ADDITION TO 

OTHERS THAT ARE MORE COMMON NATIONWIDE.

IN 2018, THE SOFTBALL FACILITY RECEIVED UPGRADES TO THEIR GRANDSTANDS AND 
FIELD SURFACE. WHILE THESE CHANGES HAVE IMPROVED THE QUALITY OF THE 

FACILITY IMENSELY, MANY MORE CHANGES WOULD HELP EVEN MORE. FARGO, ND

uTAHOREGON FLORIDAOREGON

Case studies
CASE STUDIES WERE IMPORTANT IN FINDING OUT WHAT WAS SIMILAR AND DIFFERENT 
BETWEEN VARIOUS COLLEGIATE SOFTBALL FACILITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY. wITH 

MOST OF THE NICE, NEW FACILITIES BEING IN WARMER CLIMATES, I HAD TO FIGURE OUT 
WHAT WOULD WORK IN THIS LOCATION AND WHAT WOULD NOT. THESE CASE STUDIES 

ALSO HELPED BUILD THE PROGRAM, TAKING PIECES FROM ALL OF THE FACILITES THAT 
WERE STUDIED.

inspiration behind the canopy structore comes from 
the pitching form of a FASTPITCH softball player

Student Athletes: The most important set of users that this project is specifically designed for is the student athletes. They are the 
whole reason behind the need for a facility like this. These hard-working athletes are also full-time students who deserve to work and 

play in nice environments. This project will specifically address the student athletes at NDSU who are on the Women’s Fastpitch Softball 
team. Another group of student athletes that need to be considered are the ones of the opposing teams that travel to this facility to 

compete against NDSU. It is important to make them feel welcome when playing on the road.

Coaches: The role of the coach is to provide order, instruction, guidance, training, and support for the student athletes, on and off the 
field. They are in charge of making sure that the team is always doing what they need to, while giving their best efforts so they can per-
form at peak levels. Another task that needs to be considered when designing for the coaches is recruiting future student athletes, and 
what they need to help bring in the best talent to their program. Coaches need personal spaces in these facilities to get their work done 

as well. There is a lot of work that goes on behind the scenes that most people do not consider when they think about the job of a 
full-time coach.

Staff: Athletic events need to have staff to make sure everything is running properly. This group of users will need their own spaces to 
utilize on gamedays, as well as all the other days that they may be working. Some of these staff may be people who solely work with the 
NDSU Softball team, or with NDSU student athletes in general. We will also need to consider support staff, field maintenance staff, and 

media staff and their specific needs on gamedays. 

Fans: Lastly, it is extremely important to consider the fans throughout the design process. The fans are so important to athletics. Fans 
have an important influence in the gameday environment. The main goal is to bring in as many fans as possible to watch and support the 
athletes. Marketing staff has a large role in bringing fans in, but my goal is to let the facility and gameday experiences to do that as 

well. One of the top influences behind this design is to bring the community together.

my research included finding out how all types of users experienced the ballpark. After 
coming up with a list of 20 ways that experience may be influenced, i studied each way and 
how it influenced each type of user. Through many case studies, historical research, and 
personal experience, I came up with a guide of considerations for when designing mid-size 

ballpark stadiums 

student athletes
coaches
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Aesthetics

Memorable Events

Stress

Excitement

Focus

Distraction

Inspiration

Supportive Equipment

Supportive Facilities

Relaxation

Motivation

Coping

Access

Thermal Comort

Visual Comfort

Acoustics

Free Movement

Physical Comfort

Food & Drink

Field Conditions

overall building look, surrounding scenery, 
views, building details

close games, unique spaces, art, branding, detailing
what will bring people back to the space

minimizing stress for all users - on field, in public areas, 
access to the facility and throughout it

enhancing exciting moments throughout facility on gamedays, 
as well as year round for those users. wins, special EVENts

allowing appropriate amounts of focus for players on field or at 
practice, coaches/staff while working, fans watching games

addresses good and bad distractions for all users. how to minimize 
bad distractions and influence good distractions

ability to inspire all users. players, coaches, AND STAFF daily. 
INSPIRE fans ON GAMEDAYS AND AT SPECIAL EVENTS

includes proper equipment to ASSIST athletes ON improvING their 
performance. also for staff assisting in gameday production

having the proper facilitY NEEDS for all types of events that 
will be held there - with maximum efficiency

ability for all users to find relaxation during their time at the 
facility. fans in public areas, players in locker rooms and on field

PROPER FIELD CONDITIONS ARE NECESSARY TO KEEP FAIRNESS OF GAME 
PLAY. ABILITY TO PLAY IN DIFFERENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

having proper spaceS and facilities to provide concessions on 
gamedays AND FOR EVENTS. fuelING the athletes daily

CREATES overall physical comfort while spending time in the 
facility FOR ALL USERS - will bring people back if good

allows for free movement for ALL users at facility, while also 
CONSIDERING security and public vs. private areas

PRODUCES motivation for all users. important in private team 
areas, in practice facility, AND on field

allows proper spaces for users to cope when dealing with difficult 
situations, such as losing games, not playing welL, DAILY ISSUES

well-planned access routes for all types of users. from getting to 
the site, to moving throughout the concourse and to seats in stands

addresses climate conditions for north dakota. proper barri-
ers and protection to keep users comfortable. INDOOR FACILITY

PROPER LIGHTING AND SITE LINES DURING GAMES, PRACTICES, EVENTS 
AND AROUND THE WHOLE FACILITY

addresses proper acoustic levels throughout the facility. 
game day speakers, proper acoustics in practice facility
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field turf
in 2018, the surface of the NDSU softball field was upgraded from regu-
lar dirt, to a field turf system. This system is much more practical for 
areas UP IN THE NORTH that get the long, snowy winters and wet springs 
like in Fargo, ND. The field turf system allows for much faster water 

drainage - for melting snow, or heavy spring showers. IN THE SPRING Dirt 
fields take much longer TO BE PREPARED FOR PLAY as they cannot be used 

until the earth beneath it is thawed to a certain depth.

having this updated playing surface allows the  SOFTBALL team to get 
outside to practice and play earlier in the spring. rAIN DELAY TIMES ARE 

ALSO DECREASED WITH THE ADDITION OF THE TURF, WHEREAS A DIRT FIELD WOULD 
TAKE SIGNIFICANTLY LONGER TO DRY.

Field turf systems are an investment, but most people would agree that 
it is worth every penny. Many schools all over the country, especially in 
the north, are switching from grass to field turf playing surfaces for 

all types of sports.
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concessions

indoor practice 
facility

lobby

lobby

locker room / team room

storage / equipment

conference
room

athletic 
training

storage

home dugout
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