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NDSU SOftball complex renovation: 
enhancing the ballpark expereince



why this project?





how can i improve the ballpark 
experience for all users?



history of site



current site



goals

- Spring Softball vs. nD climate

- all-in-one design

- create a place where people want to go

- promote the sport, school

- recruiting tool

- for the student athletes



research methods

- case studies

- historical research

- personal interviews

- personal experiences
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overall building look, surrounding scenery, 
views, building details

close games, unique spaces, art, branding, detailing
what will bring people back to the space

minimizing stress for all users - on field, in public areas, 
access to the facility and throughout it

enhancing exciting moments throughout facility on gamedays, 
as well as year round for those users. wins, special EVENts

allowing appropriate amounts of focus for players on field or at 
practice, coaches/staff while working, fans watching games

addresses good and bad distractions for all users. how to minimize 
bad distractions and influence good distractions

ability to inspire all users. players, coaches, AND STAFF daily. 
INSPIRE fans ON GAMEDAYS AND AT SPECIAL EVENTS

includes proper equipment to ASSIST athletes ON improvING their 
performance. also for staff assisting in gameday production

having the proper facilitY NEEDS for all types of events that 
will be held there - with maximum efficiency

ability for all users to find relaxation during their time at the 
facility. fans in public areas, players in locker rooms and on field

PROPER FIELD CONDITIONS ARE NECESSARY TO KEEP FAIRNESS OF GAME 
PLAY. ABILITY TO PLAY IN DIFFERENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

having proper spaceS and facilities to provide concessions on 
gamedays AND FOR EVENTS. fuelING the athletes daily

CREATES overall physical comfort while spending time in the 
facility FOR ALL USERS - will bring people back if good

allows for free movement for ALL users at facility, while also 
CONSIDERING security and public vs. private areas

PRODUCES motivation for all users. important in private team 
areas, in practice facility, AND on field

allows proper spaces for users to cope when dealing with difficult 
situations, such as losing games, not playing welL, DAILY ISSUES

well-planned access routes for all types of users. from getting to 
the site, to moving throughout the concourse and to seats in stands

addresses climate conditions for north dakota. proper barri-
ers and protection to keep users comfortable. INDOOR FACILITY

PROPER LIGHTING AND SITE LINES DURING GAMES, PRACTICES, EVENTS 
AND AROUND THE WHOLE FACILITY

addresses proper acoustic levels throughout the facility. 
game day speakers, proper acoustics in practice facility
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field turf
in 2018, the surface of the NDSU softball field was upgraded from regu-
lar dirt, to a field turf system. This system is much more practical for 
areas UP IN THE NORTH that get the long, snowy winters and wet springs 
like in Fargo, ND. The field turf system allows for much faster water 

drainage - for melting snow, or heavy spring showers. IN THE SPRING Dirt 
fields take much longer TO BE PREPARED FOR PLAY as they cannot be used 

until the earth beneath it is thawed to a certain depth.

having this updated playing surface allows the  SOFTBALL team to get 
outside to practice and play earlier in the spring. rAIN DELAY TIMES ARE 

ALSO DECREASED WITH THE ADDITION OF THE TURF, WHEREAS A DIRT FIELD WOULD 
TAKE SIGNIFICANTLY LONGER TO DRY.

Field turf systems are an investment, but most people would agree that 
it is worth every penny. Many schools all over the country, especially in 
the north, are switching from grass to field turf playing surfaces for 

all types of sports.
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