
ARCHITECTURE AND THE LITERARY 
IMAGINATION: 

T.S. ELIOT’S THE WASTE LAND REINTERPRETED 
AS READING AND PEDAGOGICAL SPACE



“You open the front cover. You enter.” 
- John Hejduk



BOSTON DETROIT



Copley Square, 1890 



Chauncy Hall 
Building, today CVS 
Pharmacy, Boston



Detroit, 1968 



Michigan Central Station, Detroit

Roosevelt Warehouse, Detroit



“Reading now takes more imagination than it used to. The 
treasure house of the book is now disguised as a cheap, 
disposable object. The liminal animal of the book—a creature 
with leaves growing out of its spine—has been reduced to a 
machine-made brick of paper held together temporarily with glue. 
The eye is all alone, so is the tongue, so is the hand. Real 
reading draws them back together and makes the reader whole.”

- Robert Bringhurst





UTOPIA: 
a place of ideal perfection especially in laws, government, and 
social conditions. Based on Greek ou , ‘not’ + topos ‘place.’ 

“no place”



Utopia, Sir Thomas More
The Labyrinth of the World and the 
Paradise of the Heart, John Amos 
Comenius

City of the Sun, Tommaso
Campanella



“After him, the entire process of education became 
automatable, mechanical…and suggests the shaping of young 
humans into perfect cogs for the perfect social machine.”

-Jonathan Powers, on Comenius



WWI Propaganda



The Giver The Hunger Games The Handmaid’s Tale



“When reading a 
great novel, we 
keep constructing 
all the settings 
and situations of 
the story at the 
suggestion of the 
words of the 
author…remarkably 
we do not 
experience these 
imaginary spaces as 
pictures, but in 
their full 
spatiality and 
atmosphere.”

-Juhani Palasmaa



Violin and Candlestick, 
Georges Braque



“The historical sense 
involves a perception, 
not only of the pastness
of the past, but of its 
presence…a sense of the 
timeless as well as of 
the temporal and of the 
timeless and of the 
temporal together, is 
what makes a writer 
traditional.” 

-t.s. eliot





The Waste Land, P. 47 The Waste Land, Author’s notes
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The Waste Land

Roosevelt Warehouse, Detroit



500 block, Boylston St, Boston, MA



Michigan Central Station Waiting Room, Detroit, Today
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history language space









Form, texture, and stories of the past are recalled across building and site; they act as a 
prologue and bring the story of the architecture full circle. The feeling of being within the 
pages of a book comes back differently in each space. 





Chauncy Hall School, 1856 Site of Chauncy Hall School, TODAYSite of Chauncy Hall School, 1912



The street facing side of the building, the current entrance, is sealed; closed off. 





One can choose to enter into the library at each of the three floors; to explore unpublished 
work by other authors as well as copies of the works Eliot quotes in The Waste Land. 



There is an upward journey filled with moments of drama and disorientation 
but also recognition. 



1) Original manuscript draft with unpublished sections 

2) first edition Waste Land 

3) A notebook Eliot sold to John Quinn, filled with poems he never intended to publish.

4) A manuscript of The Waste Land with Ezra Pound’s notations







Michigan Central Station



Abandoned for decades, the formerly grand waiting room is a 
beautiful disorder of crumbling marble lined with graffiti. 







the Letter Library will tell a story of time and movement





construction construction today



It is unknown why none of the books or supplies were 
salvaged. Many were left unopened even, never to be used. 



Trees now grow from burned material; once books, on the third floor where 
much of the fire occurred.  



The library occupies the building center and preserves pieces of space within and around 
it; the rest is left unoccupied, a possibility of the future. 



A library nested in an empty building emphasizes the space of imagination; the space to 
create what could be, combining fragments of new and old. 



Longitudinal section









Sliding Ladder Detail
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