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PANOPTICISM:
Chicago’s Southwest neighborhood Austin has been victimized by vulgar acts of discrimina-
tion and violence since the 1960’s. As America began integration, the primarily Caucasian 
neighborhood’s racial makeup changed rapidly as a result of dishonest lending practices and 
blockbusting. Since then, the community has fallen into dilapidation and has remained that 
way due the city’s idleness in finding a permanent solution.

As a response, this thesis identifies a plausible starting point that could stimulate long term 
social and economic growth: A temporary space which allows itself to meet the changing 
needs of the community and adapt to several prototypical sites along one of Chicago’s most 
notable streets. The goal is to aid residents in overcoming the many barriers of starting their 
own business while nurturing the community’s most basic needs.
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"For our low income populations security in their residential
environment, security from the natural elements, from

criminals, and from authority is the first step to liberation" -
Oscar Newman
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