
ST. GEORGE, A STATION BUILT IN THE SHADOWS OF ITS BLOOR-YONGE, A 
PREDECESSOR TO THE EVER GROWING SUBWAY SYSTEM IN TORONTO. 
INTENDED TO BE A RELIEF STATION, A STATION BUILT TO RELIEVE TO 
OVERCROWDED BLOR-YONGE STATION. BUILT IN 1963, A TERMINUS OF 
THE YONGE-UNIVERSITY SUBWAY LINE (LINE ONE) TILL 1978 WHEN THE 
SECOND SUBWAY LINE, BLOOR-DANFORTH (LINE TWO) WAS OPENED. 
TWO SUBWAY LINES THAT COEXIST, ONE ON TOP OF THE OTHER. AS TIME 
WENWENT ON AND THE CELEBRATION OF TORONTO’S SUBWAY SYSTEM FELL, 
IT WAS LEFT IN DISREPAIR. OVER THE YEARS, PLANNED RENNOVATIONS 
WERE PLANNED: MORE EXISTS, WIDER PLATFORMS, AND EVEN A NEW 
BRANDING FOR THE SUBWAY WAS CONSIDERED WITH DESIGNS MADE BY 
PAUL AURTHUR (A CANADIAN DESIGNER MOST KNOWN FOR HIS WORK AT 
MONTRÉAL’S EXPO 67). EVERYTHING WAS LEFT UNFINISHED EXCEPT 
FOR THE ONE, LONELY, PAUL ARTHUR SIGN THAT STILL STANDS AT THE 
BEDFORDBEDFORD STREET ENTRANCE. IT IS A STATION KNOWN FOR ITS FAILED 
INTENTIONS. LOCATED ON THE EDGE OF DOWNTOWN TORONTO AND THE 
ANNEX NEIGHBORHOOD, ST. GEORGE HAS STEADY FOOT TRAFFIC. 
WHETHER ITS RESIDENTS COMING FROM THE NEARBY 
NEIGHBORHOODS, STUDENTS LEAVING CLASS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TORONTO, OR THE TOURISTS COMING FROM THE HANDFUL OF 
MUSEUMS THAT ARE WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE FROM ST. GEORGE. THE 
SUBSUBWAY STATION OF ST. GEORGE IS THE SECOND BUSIEST SUBWAY 
STATION IN TORONTO, AVERAGING 136,200 DAILY PASSENGERS (TRANSIT 
TORONTO). IT’S TIME FOR THE SUBWAY STATION TO BE REMEMBERED 
AND FULFILL THE LONG OVERDUE RENOVATIONS, BRINGING INTIMACY 
BACK INTO THE SUBWAY STATION OF ST. GEORGE. 

MOST PASSENGERS DON’T SPEND TIME AT THE ST. GEORGE STATION. A 
PUBLIC SPACE WHERE PEOPLE ARE SEEN AS A COMMODITY, AN 
OBJECTIFIED BEING USED AS MERE CIRCULATION. THE COMMUTERS 
AND THE CITY OF TORONTO HAVE FAILED TO USE THE SUBWAY AS A 
SPACE FOR HUMAN CONNECTION, A PUBLIC SPACE THAT BRINGS 
PEOPLE TOGETHER. USING THE HORIZONTAL NATURE OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE ANNEX, THE NEIGHBORHOD 
WHEREWHERE JANE JACOBS RESIDED AFTER NEW YORK, I‘M ENCOURAGING 
THE HUMANS OF THE SUBWAY TO  WALK. TO SEE THE CITY OF TORONTO 
FROM THE DEPTHS OF THE SUBWAY. WALK THE LENGTH OF THE SUBWAY 
TO GET A CUP OF COFFEE FROM THE CAFE NEAR THE BEDFORD STREET 
USING CATWALKS THAT SHOWCASES THE COMMUTER. ALLOW THE 
COMMUTER TO RELAX AND SIT IN THE FRAMING CONCRETE STRUCTURE 
THAT OVER LOOKS THE MULTI-LEVEL SUBWAY STATION, A SPACE TO 
OBSEOBSERVER AND WATCH OTHERS. SOME CAN WITNESS A SPONTATNEOUS 
PROTEST OR STREET PERFORMANCE THAT IS ARRANGED AT THE 
CENTER OF THE WINDING STAIRCASE NEAR THE ST. GEORGE STREET 
ENTRANCE. A  SPOTLIGHT SHINES THROUGH THE SQUARE VOID, 
CREATING A STAGE FOR THE ACTIVISTS AND ARTISTS. THE CITY IS 
BROUGHT INTO THE DEPTHS OF ST. GEORGE, A TRIBUTE TO JANE 
JACOBS WHO CHERISHED THE CITY FOR ITS WALKABILTY AND INTIMACY 
THTHAT HUMANS AND ARCHITECTURE CREATE. HUMANS COME AND GO 
THROUGHOUT ST. GEORGE, FRAGMENTS OF BODIES, ARCHITECTURE, 
AND TORONTO MERGE TOGETHER THAT CREATES THE DESIRE FOR A 
CITY. A LONGING AND NEED FOR THE CITY THAT IS MADE UP OF 
MEMORIES.


