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The facility is located 
along the Chicago river in 
the downtown sector. 
Bringing the users back 
into the city gives them a 
sense of belonging and 
allows for a better tran-
sition back into their 
homes. The river acts as a 
filter for stories and pe-
destrians to intermingle 
with the facility and 
fight the stigma of mental 
disorders.
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The users move above and below a 
six foot datum that transports 
them into the history of the city 
of Chicago. In 1858, several of 
Chicago's city blocks were risen 
by jacks and new foundations were 
built to raise the street level 
due to muddy silt caused by its 
proximity to Lake Michigan. This 
ode to the story of Chicago be-
comes a fixed point for the eyes of 
the user to know they are moving 
above and below grade. It also be-
comes a public walkway through the 
site, but does not allow public 
entrances into the private por-
tions of the campus.  
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Orpheus’ journey con-
nects all stories. The 
origins of therapy are 
found within story-
telling. The telling 
and re-telling of sto-
ries within design and 
within the minds of the 
clinically depressed 
allows suppressed emo-
tions and feelings to 
come out through the 
representation of ar-
chitecture. In this 
thesis I was able to 
particularly place 
fragments of architec-
ture in ways that spoke 
to the larger world 
while being specific 
to the individual.
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Forcing two oppo-
sites to come togeth-
er. The design goal 
has always been to 
create connections. 
Through thoughtful 
integration it has 
connected the human 
mind to the universal 
consciousness.  

Mining and archeology are huge 
inspirations for the project. 
This is encompassed in all 
parts of the project from the 
cultural artefact representa-
tion of the design which became 
the narrative in which we mine 
into the minds of the clinical-
ly depressed to find something 
new to change their perspective 
to the very pathway users find 
themselves on. We become con-
nected to the earth while open-
ing up the ground to the 
cosmos. 

His journey also re-
flects the transforma-
tion of users in the 
design, just as therapy 
utilizes the story of 
self to discover some-
thing new, the design 
uses carving into the 
earth as a physical 
transformation of the 
body and mind into the 
external world. 

The story of Orpheus con-
nects all of the stories 
within the building by carv-
ing into the earth and show-
ing a journey from darkness 
into light throughout the 
design. This is seen in the 
tunnel, in the pathways with 
shadows, and in the individ-
ual spaces with light being 
taken away and brought back 
though smaller openings, 
much like the cracks in the 
artefact. 


