











» Kottenbrock, Kathryn. Minnesota State University Moorhead. “Invisible Women and the Flood of 2009”
Research focuses on how the flood of 2009 affected homeless owmen in Moorhead, MN. A survey
will provide data from women about the challenges and successes during the flood. Since much
current literature focuses on the plight of middle-class people, the new data will provide information
for work that needs to be done to protect vulnerable populations in the Red River Valley.

» Zilka, Tiffany. Minnesota State University Moorhead. “Students and the Flood of 2009”
Research will provide information about the situations of college students during the flood of 2009,
What are the consequences to students for providing free labor> Where did students go when classes
were cancelled, and their dorms and houses were evacuated? What happened to international
students? The survey will provide data about the situations in which students found themselves and
how they coped.

11:00a - 12:15p Concurrent Sessions

Session 4, CMU 203

Genderings: Perspectives on Masculinity, Femininity and Beyond the Binary through
Contemporary Online Magazines, Literature in the Middle Ages, and Pedagogy
Moderator: Michelle Roadfeldt, MSUM WGS & Film Studies Major

» Rea, Raymond. Minnesota State University Moorhead. “Online Boi’s Magazines: Autoeroticism and
Homophile Trans Publishing in Recent Years.”

This presentation/paper will examine the recent up-cropping of online magazines that focus
on Female to male Transsexual, Transgender, and Genderqueer existence. This magazines
simultaneously serve as informational guides for people anywhere on the FTM spectrum and offer
a decidedly homoerotic and autoerotic view of other people on the FTM spectrum. [ will take a close
look at two such online magazines, Original Plumbing (U.S.) and Dude (Australia). Reading these
magazines, we are immediately confronted with questions of spectatorship. Who are they intended
for? What readership? Given the advice columns and insider book reviews, we surmise the spectator
is FTM himself. Given this, what role does eroticism play in these magazines? Homoeroticism is
one clear answer, FTMs are at times directly oriented toward other FTMs, but I think this is only one
explanation. The second type of eroticism inherent in FT'M mags is autoeroticism, the desire for what
we could ourselves be or that we ourselves already are.

» Sauer, Michelle M. University of North Dakota. “Material Constructions of Space, Gaze, and Gender in the
Medieval English Anchorhold.”

In the Middle Ages, there were a number of Christian individuals—anchorites—who spent their
life in prayer and contemplation in a small cell. These individuals took no formal vows, were not
under direct abbatial authority, and did not follow a consistent Rule, but did agree to “stability of
abode.” Their cell, the anchorhold, was usually attached to a church and employed windows for
necessities. The most significant of these was the squint, a window in the wall between the church
and the anchorhold designed so the occupant could see Mass. In this tradition, I will address how
mutual interaction between architecture and gender constructs the space within the anchorhold.
In particular, I will focus on the squint and the sense of sight. Throughout my exploration, I will
incorporate contemporary medieval sources, including religious texts (especially Ancrene Wisse
and Aelred’s Rule for a Recluse), treatises on sight (especially Plutarch and Heliodorus), and works
about ocular communion and ocular chastity, as well as architectural I suggest that female-occupied
cells required modification of sight due to the polluting quality of the female gaze, especially since
sight is often connected to sexuality and lust. I believe in order to mitigate these problems, anchoritic
cells constructed specifically for women relied upon various architectural constructs as the primary
methods of purifying the female gaze. Thus, the material construction of the cell related directly to
the spiritual conduct and consequences of the female anchoresses.

» Lund, Kirby. University of North Dakota. “The Masculine Garden in Chacer’s Troilus and Criseyde.”
Geoffry Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde fields arguments of gender at every turn, one in which deals
with the gender of spaces. Previous scholars have interpreted the medieval garden space as feminine,
yet this is acutally a masculine space when Henri Lefebvre’s spatial triad theory is applied to the text.
Lefebvre’s spatial practice examines the characters’ actions inside a space, and Criseyde performs

masculinity through rational thinkin%, authority, and leadership. Because of Criseyde’s masculine
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