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A NATION’S MOTHERS
With flowers, fruits and loving gifts 
Our children their sweet homage bring 
To "Mother,” "Dearest, truest, best,” 
So they proclaim, "In all the world” 
The postmen, too, bring tender notes 
From sons and daughters far from 

home.
Each message breathing grateful love 
For HER, within their hearts en

throned.

And mother-hearts throughout the 
land

O'erflow with joy at children’s love— 
A love which compensates in full 
For every pain and sacrifice.—
Still other feelings, too, persist:
A jsense of deep imworthintss 
And humble gratitude to God 
For motherhood’s sweet privilege,

But, oh, the anxious weight that rents 
Upon our souls in time like these! 
The fear that we, perhaps, have 

failed
In planting in our children’s hearts 
That faMh eternal which can brave 
With face uplifted every storm.
Well knowing God rules over all 
And shapes the outcome for His own.

"My brave yoimg son went fortli to 
war;

Dear Lord, and have I led him right ? 
Will strength and wisdom be his 

guide.
And courage, built on faith in Thee?” 
"My daughter mourns her lover lost; 
Pearl Harbor wrecked her youthful 

hopes.—
Can I restore her faith in life.
Help her gain peace through 

sacrifice?”

Dear Father, help us to be brave.
To face our task serene and strong: 
To foster in the Nation’s youth 
Ideals of Christian faith and love— 
Foundation for a lasting peace 
When war’s dark clouds have rolled 

away.
With humble hearts for this we pray. 
We, Mothers of America.

—Frida Bue Homnes.

(Mrs. Homnes, who is the wife of the 
states attorney of Divide County, 
wrote this beautiful poem for Moth
er’s Day, 1942. She read it at the 
Northwest District convention last 
year, and we are glad we can all en
joy it. —Editor)

“WHEN THOU PASSEST THROUGH THE WATERS, I WILL 
BE WITH THEE.” Isa. 43:2.

Our sympathy and prayers are with all our women whose 
homes and possessions have been devastated by the recent 
floods. Read Psalm 46.

—The General Officers.

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER

gry of the world may be fed, especi
ally the children.

When this reaches you, district con
ventions will be in the making. I am 
looking forward to meeting you and 
learning of the goals reached so far 
this year. May every district care
fully plan the convention program and 
give serious thought* to the transpor
tation problem.

The General Officers’ meeting which 
was scheduled for March 16, 17 had 

' to be canceled on account of the se
vere blizzard. ’This has made the 
work exceedingly heavy for your pres, 
ident, and many long hours have been 
spent at my desk. Miss Roena Shan- 
er, national organizer, will return to 
our state May 15th and remain with 
us four weeks. This year we are 
going to place her in about five towns 
that she may be given time to com
plete an organization in each place. 
I beseech each one of you to pray 
earnestly for her that she may be 
given health and strength to carry 
on her work and then pray for the 
success of her work in our own state 
and wherever she may go. Pray also 
that she may be graciously received 
in all communities and that she may 
touch the hearts of those that have 
not realized "the sin of doing nothing 
about the liquor traffic,” and thus 
bring them into our work. The suc
cess of this work is our responsibility; 
let us take it to the Lord in prayer.

The invitation to hold our state 
convention in Valley City has been 
accepted but dates are pending. Ten
tative dates may be decided on be
fore this issue of Bulletin goes to 
press. We all realize that traveling 
is very difficult today, therefore you 
will welcome the central location of 
our hostess city. We must carry on 
in these chaotic days, and there never 
was a time that we needed to work 
and pray as we do today. Let every 
union begin now to make plans to 
send a delegate to this convention
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS, 

A-TTENTION!
Will you devise a plan whereby all, 

names of sons and daughters of all

Spring, beautiful spring is with us 
again. All around we see evidence of 
new life. We welcome this new sea
son with all its beauty after a long, 
cold winter. May it help bring more 
enthusiasm, inspiration and energy in
to the lives of all our members.

We will find many of our members 
joining the ranks of Victory garden
ers. We can all do our bit in this 
nation-wide movement. Let us sow, 
cultivate, reap and can, that the hun-

sure. This is urgent. An all out war 
effort should include curtailment of 
that which destroys efficiency and 
alertness. War time prohibition would 
do away with most of the problem of 
absenteeism, especially the "Monday 
Sickness.” It would also release about 
a half million persons for essential 
work; persons who are now engaged 
in the liquor business. America, wake 
up!

The following comes from the pen 
of our national president: "An all-out 
war effort demands sobriety and cur
tailment of , wasteful activities. All 
nations which have been In the war 
longer than we, recognize the danger 
of alcoholic beverages. Canada re
cently officially rationed liquor; Ger- 
many has restricted all alcoholic bev
erages, and England, Russia, Japan, 
and other fighting nations also have 
governmental restrictions. It is about 
time the United States benefited by 
their experience.”

As we put forth every effort to aid 
in the war work, let us remember that 
our fight against this greatest of all 
saboteurs must not ease up or cease 
until victory is wca.

We salute the nineteen Hold Fast 
unions. As I looked over the list and 
compared it with last year’s, I found 
the names of seven unions that ap
peared on both lists. Those seven 
unions make it an annual business to 
collect dues from all living, resident 
members before March 1st. If seven 
unions can do it, why not all unions? 
If cur organization grows as it should 
it is necessary that every union make 
a determined effort to reach two ob
jectives — first, to be a Hold Fast 
union, second, over and above this, to 
make a net gain. The success cf our 
gi’eat work depends upon the individ
ual effort of every member. If you 
have not done your share, the mem
bership drive gives you another 
chance. Please do not neglect it. Ycu 
have until July 4th to win a new 
member — let us go — every member 
win a member.

I trust that every union is planning
Mother’s Day Community Observ-

MEMORIAL DAY
They pome with flowers down every 

springtime way.
Across the fields, from countryside 

and town.
Bringing love’s perfumed offering to 

lay
At death’s still shrine, to say that 

life’s renown 
Has never perished thru the weary 

years
From living hearts, despite their 

loneliness
—Flowers of -remembrance, seeded 

down in tears,
And blossomed into living lovelineML

The humble bloom from some seques
tered lyay.

The costly wreath brought from some 
pampered bed.

Bespeak alike in colors of the May 
The bond that holds, altho the years 

be sped.
Tho intervenes the veil of sUence, yet 
Memory lingers. Love cannot forget^ 

—Clarence Flynn.

members in your district, who arelance. An organization known as "Or- 
-'ganized Mother Love” will want f 

part in this program. Here is an op
portunity to meet and greet the par
ents, wives and sisters of the boys in 
service from your communities. As 
you compare notes, and share letters, 
your own anxieties will lessen.

All who attended the state conven- 
Uon in Minot in 1941 and again in 
Grafton 1942 will remember with 
pleasure, the fine pearl medal con
tests that were given there. Every 
local union can hold a speech contest

serving in any branch of the armed 
forces, may be submitted to cur state 
director, Mrs. C. E. Stowell? Please!

Ycu have now received the petition 3 
and my letter on the Bryson Bill HR 
2082. and I trust you acted on it im
mediately. Please do net neglect to 
write individual letters to Hon. Usher 
L. Burdick and Hon. William Lemke. 
Let us shower them with letters and 
urge others to do likewise, so that 
they need have no doubt as to how 
their constituency feels on this mea-

S Si 3 'llin

THE WAY OF WAR
A letter from a British airman to 

a German mother:
"It’s your son. I know you can’t 

forgive me for I killed him. I want 
you to know he didn’t suffer; the end 
came quickly. He had your picture 
in his pocket. . . I didn’t think of him 
or you when I shot at his machine; 
he was just an enemy spsdng out our 
men. I know you must have loved 
him. . . War isn’t fair to women. God, 
how I wish it were over! I feel that 
if I touched your son he woiUd wake 
up and we should be friends. . . I will 
take care of him and mark his grave. 
After the war, you may come and 
take him home again. My own heart 
is heavy. I felt it was my duty.”

The reply:
"There is nothing to forgive. I see 

you as you are in your troubled good
ness. I feel you coming to me as a 
little boy astonished at having done 
ill, when you meant so well. He was 
my yoimgest. To women, war is re
ality, for all men are our sons. Yet, 
peibaps, women are more to blame 
than men for this war. We do not 
think of the world’s children as our 
own children. The baby hands that 
clutched at our breasts were so sweet. 
We forgot the htmdred other baby 
hands that stretched out to us. And 
now my heart aches with repentance. 
When the war is over, come to see 
me. I am waiting for you.”—^Presby
terian Churchman, South Africa. Re
printed from Palmetto White Ribbon.

and there is no finer way of reaching 
our youth with the truth about 
alcohol. If we are to continue hold
ing speech contests at state conven
tions, more silver and gold medal 
contests must be held in local unions. 
Plans for contests should be made 

(Continued on page three)
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Noontide Hour of Prayer
“It is always noontide somewhere, 
And across the awakening continents 
From shore to shore, somewhere. 
Our prayers are rising evermore.”

A MOTHER’S PRAYER
After the Children have gone to bed.

They are asleep, oh, God, and I am 
tired, and I want the hush of a half- 
hour with Thee. I want to bathe my 
soul in the Infinite, as workers, cov
ered with dust EUid sweat, plimge 
into the sea.

Let my hot heart feel Thy cool 
vastness, my muddy mind lose itself 
in Thy crystal wisdom, my bruised 
love be healed in the water of Thy 
love, so pure, so calm and deep.

God, I could not bear to be a mother 
another day if I thought I should be 
called to account for all my mistakes. 
I am all faults. My very love trips 
up my wisdom. But I love them God; 
and in love I climb beside Thy seat.

I know their little eyes are sharp, 
and see my soul, and that they may 
copy me. Therefore make me good, 
good in my deepest purpose, good in 
my very desires.

Make me all I want them to be, 
strong and true and great-hearted.

Save me from the irritation of 
little things. Give me the long vision, 
the sense of perspective, so that I 
may judge between essentials.

Let me be a real mother to my 
children, mending their souls and fan
cies and helping weave their dreams, 
as well as attending to their bodies.

Help me to learn wisdom from their 
dear humanities, the secret of trust 
in Thee from their trust in me.

And keep them from harm, and let 
them grow up sound and unspoiled. 
Amen.

—Frank Crane

The Edgeley union gives blotters 
to their school every year, and last 
year secured eleven subscriptions for 
The YOUNG CRUSADER. This is 
every day work that counts.

The Northwood L.TX. got a rather 
late start for active work this year, 
but they are making up for it by 
meeting every week. They had 51 
members at last report, with others 
in view. Mrs. O. J. Oswald and Mrs. 
A. E. Skordahl are the leaders, and 
Mrs. Ross Mutchler assists with the 
singing and accompaniments. They 
hold their meetings, at the school 
building.

The Bowesmont L.T.L. is carrsring 
on imder the leadership of Mrs. Carl 
Porter and Mrs. H. T. Hamilton. Re
cently they elected officers, and John 
Peppard is president, Eugene Billings, 
vice president: and Rose Marie De- 
Geldere is secretary-treasurer. Late
ly the members of the L.T.L. helped 
at a Junior Red Cross auction sale of 
donated articles, which netted a fine 
sum for the cause.

IN MEMORIAM
The sweetest lives are those to duty 

wed.
Whose deed3, both great and small, 

Are close knit strands of an unbroken 
thread.

Where love ennobles all.
The world may sound no trumpets, 

ring no bells.
The Book of Life the shining record 

teUs.

Mrs. L. A. Corey, a faithful member 
of the Minot union passed away Feb
ruary 17, 1943.

Mrs. Serene Forde Lier of Hillsboro, 
who is treasurer cf Fargo District, is 
bereaved in the passing of her broth
er. Mr. Forde died at Havre, Mont., 
where he had been manager of the 
Great Northern Telegraph Relay for 
a number of years. Funeral services 
and burial were at Hillsboro.

Mr.a. Allan Dickson of Forest River, 
who for many years was treasurer of 
the old 17th District, now called the 
Northeast, is bereayed in the passing 
of her husband. Mr. Dickson was 
called home April 18, after a long 
Illness. During most of It he was

bedfast, under the tender care of his 
wife, whose own health is far from 
robust. He was born at Galetta, Ont., 
May 9, 1875, and came to North Da- 
kota with his parents in 1880.

The sympathy of our sisterhood is 
extended to the families of these 
friends.

NOTES FROM THE UNIONS
The Minot union observed Union 

Signal Day in March at the home of 
Mrs. A. C. Christenson.

Northwood Union held a very good 
Willard Memorial meeting Feb. 17, 
at which the state president, Mrs. 
Bessie M. Darling, was the chief 
speaker, and gave a fine address. 
Essay and poster .contests have re
cently been finished, with all the stu
dents in the Junior and Senior high 
schools taking part. They plan for a 
medal contest soon.

of snow and cold, promoted a Roimd 
Robin letter to which all members 
contributed a message. Thus news of 
each other and items of interest were 
passed along, adl looking forward to 
meeting again in the spring.

PERSONAL MENTION
We are all glad to hear that Charles 

Sheppard, son of our Union Signal 
Promoter, has recovered from his long 
illness and returned to his-^htiblfWork 
at the Lutheran Bible School at 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

Word has been received that Mrs. 
Edward Carlson, of Cresent, Oregon, 
whom our women remember as the 
Rev. Sue Herrington, former Y.T.C. 
secretary has again taken a preaching 
appointment. North Dakota’s White 
Ribboners are ever ready to help v/hen 
there is need.

Mrs. John Halcrow of Bowesmont 
union, is spending some time in Cali
fornia with her married daughter, 
Eleanor.

Mrs. S. O. Nelson of Northwood is 
with relatives at Colfax for the 
present.

Mrs. N. R. Heinzen of Plaza has 
been a patient at a Minot hospital 
for some time. We wish her a speedy 
recovery.

Miss Inez Lee, former state director 
of Flower Mission and Relief, writes 
that she is no longer at Epping where 
she lived for many years, but is now 
at 704 Seventh Ave. West Williston, 
where she has employment.

we used to read — “And they lived 
happily ever after.”

Mrs. R. J. Stinson of Fargo, state 
director of Religious Education, ac
companied her department letter with 

account of a *few’ of her other 
activities, which include the duties 
of a ‘block worker,’ S.S. teacher in the 
Junior department, district officer^ 
and church worker in general, as well 
as housewife. That is the sort of 
women who keep the work going!

Our state director of Social Mo
rality and Motion Pictures, Mrs. 
Philip Stolberg of Flasher, is one of 
those who suffered from the flood 
in^ the Mandan area. Three feet of 
water in the house brought dirt and 
destruction inside; the same flood 
waters destroyed sheep, hay, and 
fences, and will make all their farm 
work much harder. Because of brid
ges and telephone lines destroyed, 
they were without mail and pretty 
well isolated from the world for more 
than two weeks ^ it will be some time 
before service can be restored. With- 
out complaining, Mrs. Stolberg speaks 
eloquently of the kindness of the 
neighbors who gave them shelter till 
they could get into their homes again.

From The Corresponding 
Secretary

Mrs. Elizabeth Preston Anderson, 
honorary president, who is at Penney 
Farms, Florida, was on the program 
of the District W.C.T.U. convention 
at Green Cove Springs. She writes, 
“The White Ribbon Bulletin is my 
letter from home, and I enjoy every 
bit of it.”

Mrs. Peck was the leader for the 
April meeting of the Park River 
imion. She had arranged to have 
representatives of the various Youth 
Groups of the town tell of the work 
they are doing. The Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts and the Yoimg People’s 
societies of the different churches 
willingly cooperated. The following 
Sunday evening a joint meeting of 
the young people was held at the 
Federated Church, those from the 
Baptist and Lutheran churches be
ing the invited guests of the society 
of the hostess church. A nice pro
gram was given, and the film “He 
Went Straight Home” was shown to 
a good audience. A number of older 
people were present also. The group 
was indebted to Mr. Irvin Hagen, a 
teacher at the Coimty Agricultural 
school, for lending his projector and 
showing the film.

Mrs. Annie F. Catherwood and her 
brother David Ford, both of Park 
River, had a round-about trip by way 
of Grand Forks and Dakota to attend 
the funeral of their brother-in-law, 
John Porter, at Calvin during the 
heavy storm of March. Likewise the 
high school son of Mrs. Philip Stol
berg was compelled by the flood of 
the Mandan area to travel over 100 
miles to get back to school at Flash
er, about fifteen miles distant.

The Union at Mott has two new 
officers, Mrs. May Kline is president 
and Mrs. Susan Hanson is treasurer. 
Mrs. W. A. Ebertz continues as sec
retary.

I have received from Mrs. Amelia P. 
Burdge, National director of the de
partment of Drama’ and Pageantry, 
a very attractive little booklet of 
colored sheets with plays and playlets 
classified and described so that it will 
be very easy to find just the one suit
ed to your needs for any program. 
Just looking it over will make you 
want to put on a playlet at your next 
meeting.

ALBERTA W. LUNDHAGEN.

Pupils of two grades in one of the 
Valley City schools have made a large 
number of excellent temperance post
ers. We hope to see some of them 
at the state convention this fall. Sept. 
14-16.

Sponsored by the local union. Rev. 
G. O. Parrish, head of the United 
Temperance Movement in North Da
kota, (the new name of the Consoli
dated Drys) appeared in Park River 
at the Presbyterian church, April 4th. 
He preached the sermon at the morn
ing service and gave a fine tem
perance lecture in the evening. Mem
bers of the Edinburg union were pres
ent to hear him, also.

The Nekoma union, with members 
separated by many miles and unable 
to meet during the winter because

Mrs. A. J. McLarty, former Stark
weather white ribboner who with her 
husband has located at Monmouth,' 
Ore., writes that, her mother, Mrs. 
Necia E. Buck, has returned to the 
home of her son, John Buck, at Cor
vallis, Ore., after spending the win
ter with her daughter, Mrs. Dallas 
Walters at Pasadena, Calif. Mrs. 
Buck’s yoimgest daughter, Louise, is 
doing dramatic work with a company 
of entertainers that are touring the 
military camps.

Mrs. J. A. McCrae of the Grand 
Forks union, was married March 25 
to Mr. A. W. Cascaden of Petersburg, 
and has gone there to make her home, 
May all happiness be with them both.

Mrs. Nellie M. Cross State Director 
of Fhiblicity, recently spent a week 
end in Minneapolis visiting her foster 
daughter, Marjorie Cross, who is em
ployed there.

Miss Dorothy Brosseau, leader of 
the L.T.L. at Bowesmont, was mar
ried in December to Carl Porter, who 
is now with the armed forces over
seas. Mrs. Porter is continuing her 
useful work as teacher, for the dura
tion. May her story be like the ones

Religious Education

The second quarterly temperance 
lesson of the year is planned for May 
23. The special issue of The UNION 
SIGNAL with helps for this lesson 
will be May 1st. Urge your women 
to use this material; order extra 
copies if necessary.

Do not forget the Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools, and the chance to use 
our material. Many mothers are em
ployed, and so definite plans should 
be made to help occupy the time of 
their boys and girls during their ab- 
sence; these children need attention, 
during vacation. Our “Do Everything” 
policy should furnish many avenues 
of helpfulness to higher living. The 
Church occupies a strategic place in 
the troubled world today; civilization 
will rise or fall as we uphold the 
teachings of Christ or surrender to 
the evil practices of the day. “The 
Son of Man came to seek and to save 
that which is lost.” The drunkard 
is lost — spiritually, morally, mental
ly and physically. Because we live 
in a mechanized world, every drinker 
is a potential murderer. Are we do
ing our best to help everyday ?

Religious Education and Alcohol 
education were never more impera
tive than now. We must not fail 
to keep opr standards high and may 
we be worthy of the trust placed in 
our hands — that of guiding the 
minds of growing boys and girls of 
today. It is they who later must 
‘carry on.’

Your friend and co-worker,
MRS. R. J. STINSON, Director.



TREASURER’S REPORT
March 15 — April 16, 1943. 

DUES—Fargo Scandinavian 13, Reed
er 13, Crosby 13, Valley City 6, 
Gilby 5, Oakes 4, Northwood 3, 
Jamestown 4, Bottineau 3, Minot 2, 
Larimore 1, Hettinger 3.

WILLARD DUES—9; of these seven 
came from Steele, N. D.

L.T.L. DUES—31.
BUDGET—Fargo $35.00, Plaza $5.00, 

Valley City $16.00, Minot $5.00, 
Park River $2.00, Bottineau $15.00, 
Gilby $2.00, Jamestown $6.10, 
Bowesmont $5.00.

SECOND MILE—Stady-Zahl $3.00, 
New Rockford $4.00, Jamestown 
$2.00.

DISTRICT PLEDGE—Grand Forks 
$15.00, Minot $5.00.

LILLIAN STEVENS LEGISLATIVE 
FUND—Makoti $1.00, Par shall 
$5.10.

FRANCIS WILLARD MEMORIAL 
FUND—Stady-Zahl $2.00.

RED CROSS AMBULANCE FUND— 
Fargo Scandinavian $10.00. 

SAFETY SCHOOL ON WHEELS— 
Fargo Scandinavian $5.00, Valley 
City 55c, Bismarck $5.00, Park 
River $5.00.

STATE REPORTS—$1.25.
UNION SIGNALS—$4.00.
LIFE MEMBERSHIP, Mrs. Carrie 
Aasen, Oakes, $10.00. We are happy 
to have Mrs. Aasen as a member of 
this honorary group.

The contribution of $5.00 to the 
Safety School on Wheels comes as a 
memorial gift from Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Ferguson of Park River in 
memory of the former’s mother Mrs. 
Dougal Ferguson who was a loyal 
member of the W.C.T.U.

The following unions have com
pleted their budget during the past 
month: Jamestown, Fargo, Gilby
Plaza, Valley City and Bottineau. 

MRS. IVER FOSSUM, Treasurer.

A GREAT LADY

MEMBERSHIP? CAMPAIGN
The following names have been 

added to the list of those having 
gained new members since the last 
report was made two months ago:

I W ON ONE
Mrs. Allen Knight, Prosper.
Mrs. Fred Wanner, Jamestown.
Mrs. M. Daniels, Sawyer.
Mrs. M. G. Dickson, Gilby.
Mrs. Minnie Lillevold, Fargo Scand. 
Mrs. V. Sheppard, Francis Willard, 

Grand Forks.
Mrs. H. O. Hermanson, Francis Wil

lard, Grand Forks.
Mrs. E. Simonson, Frances Willard, 

Grand Forks.
Mrs. John Sanbeck, Frances Willard 

Grand Forks.
Mrs. M. Christianson, Frances Wil

lard, Grand Forks.
Mrs. E. G. Ranum, Valley City.
Mrs. P. G. Davidson, Valley City.
Mrs. C. A. Landgren, Jamestown, 
Mrs. Myron Hart, Jamestown.
Mrs. D. L. Draper, Jamestown. 
Reeder 1.

We still have more than two 
months cf our membership campaign 
left. Shall we not all pledge our
selves to gain at least one new mem
ber before that time? If some name 
has been omitted who should have 
been given credit be assured it is sim
ply an oversight. A complete list 
wiU be printed at a later date.

MRS. IVER FOSSUM,
Chairman Membership Campaign

CHINESE WISDOM

A bunch of tipsy American soldiers 
went into a Chinese restaurant in San 
Francisco. The proprietor looked at 
them, then shaking his head gravely 
he said to his friend, “No win-ee a 
war that way.’’

The United States has been host 
to a great lady. Rightly so, she was 
entertained at our Capitol, then in 
New York, Chicago,, and in our own 
city. Lot Angeles. It has been a 
memorable occasion to have had her 
in cur midst—the “first lady of the 
world, Madame Chiang Kai-shek.’

People are asking, “What makes 
her great?”

Is it because she is the wife of the 
leader of one of our Allies? Is it be
cause, while here, she has been enter
tained by 200 of our leading movie 
idols. Is it because she dees mot 
countenance any of the recognized 
vices, including liquor drinking, even 
“moderately?”

In “I Confess My Faith,” published 
by the Board of Missions of the Meth
odist Church, Madame Chiang reveals 
the secret of her greatness.

During the last seven years I have 
suffered much; I have gone through 
deep waters because of the chaotic 
conditions in China: the lopping off
of our richest provinces, the death 
of my sainted mother, flood, famine, 
and the intrigues of those who should 
have been helping to unify the 
country. All these things have made 
me see my own inadequacy. More 
than that, all human insufficiency. 
To try to do anything for the country 
seemed like trying to put out a great 
conflagration with a cup of water.

During these years of my married 
life, I have gone through three phases 
as related to my religion. First there 
was a tremendous enthusiasm and 
patriotism—a passionate desire to do 
something for my country. Here was 
my opportunity. With my husband, 
I would work ceaselessly to make 
China strong. I had the best inten
tions. But something was lacking. 
I was depending on self.

“Then came the second phase. These 
things that I have referred to hap
pened, and I was plunged into dark 
despair. A terrible depression settled 
on me—spiritual despair, bleakness, 
desolation. At the time of my 
mother’s death, the blackness, was 
greatest. A foreign foe was on our 
soil in the north. A discontented po
litical faction in the south. Famine 
threatening the millions who dwell in 
the Yangtze Valley. And my beloved 
mother taken from me. What was 
left?

And then I realized that spiritually 
I was failing my husband. My 
mother’s influence on the General had 
been tremendous. His own mother 
was a devout Buddist. It was my 
mother’s influence and personal ex
ample that led him to become a Chris
tian. Too honest to be one just to 
win her consent to our marriage he 
had promised my mother that he 
would study Christianity and read the 
Bible. And I suddenly realized that 
he was sticking to his promise, even 
after she was gone, but losing per
haps because there were so mary 
things he did not understand.

“I began to see that what I was 
doing to help, for the sake of the 
country, was only a substitute for 
what he needed. I was letting him 
head toward a mirage when I knew 
of the oasis. Life was all cenfusion. 
I had been in the depth of despair. 
Out of that, and the feeling of human 
inadequacy, I was driven back to 
Mother’s God. I knew there was a 
power greater than myself. I knew 
God was there. But Mother was no 
longer there to do my interceding for 
me. It seemed to be up to me to help 
the General spiritually, and in helping 
him I grew spiritually myself.

“Thus I entered into the third peri 
od, where I wanted to do. not my will, 
but God’s. Life is really simple, and 
yet how confused we make it. In old 
China’s art there is just one outstand
ing object, perhaps a flower, 
scroll.

is subordinate to that one beautiful 
thing. An integrated life is like that. 
What is that one flower? As I see 
it now, it is the will of God. But to 
know His will, and do it, calls for ab
solute sincerity, absolute honesty with 
one’s self, and it means using one’s 
mind to the best cf one’s ability.

“I used to pray that Gcd would 
do this or that. Now I pray only that 
God will make His will known to me.

“God speaks to me in prayer. 
Prayer is not self-3^mJ^9“- It is 
more than meditations The Buddhist 
priests spend days in meditating. In 
meditation the source of strength is 
one’s self. But when one prays he 
goes to a source of strength greater 
than his own. I wait to feel His lead
ing, and His guidance meanis ,^6er- 
tainty.

“Prayer is our scource of guidance 
and balance. God is able to enlighten 
the understanding. I am often be
wildered, because my mind is only 
finite. I question and doubt 
my own judgments. Then I seek 
guidance, and when I am sure, I go 
ahead, leaving the results with Him.

'With me, religion is a very simple 
thing. It means to try with all my 
heart and soul and strength and mind 
to do the will of God. I feel that God 
has given me work to do in China. 
This is no small task. China’s prob
lems are greater today than ever be
fore. But despondency and despair 
are not mine today. I look to Him 
who is able to do all things, even more 
than we ask or think.”

—National Voice.

Fortunately, so far aa the men In 
the Navy are concerned. Mo intoxi
cants can be served to officers or men 
on any ship of the Aniericto Navy. 
Uctil 1914 it was the pracUce in the 
American Navy to serve officers 
intoxicating drinks, but if iin eriliStM 
man brought so much as a bottle pf 
beer cn a fighting ship, he was liable 
to punishment.

Under the system, though the great 
bulk of the officers cf the Navy were 
as temperate as they were efficient 
and brave, it cccasicrnlly occured that 
ysung officers yielded to the tempta
tion to drink and made shipwrecks 
of their careers.

General Order No. 99, issued on 
June 1, 1914, does \ not permit “the 
introduction for drinking purposes of 
alcoholic liquor on board any naval 
vessel,” and that rule is in force in 
1943. Following that order, which 
was justified by experience, came the 
zone system of excluding drink and 
houses of ill fame from training 
places: laws prohibiting the sale of 
liquor to men in uniform set a new 
standard f:r Uncle Sam’s fighting 
men which prevailed during the first 
World War.

It worked then! Why not now?
—Christian Advocate.
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Have We A Liquor Sodden 
Capital?

Liquor And Our Defenders
By Josephus Daniels 

Former Ambassador to Mexico; Sec
retary of the Navy during the first 

World War

The moblizatiou'of millions of young 
men in the armed forces, many of 
them of an age when they are peculi
arly liable to yield to the temptation 
to drink, should cause the country 
during this war to throw around them 
the same protection given Uncle 
Sam’s fighters in World War 1. The 
restrictions on places where intoxi
cants were sold, and the closing of
houses of ill fame in 1917-18, greatly 
lessened the drink evil and diseases 
developing from immorality, and gave 
the United States the most sober and 
cleanest Army and Navy the world 
has known.

In that war the Secretary of War 
and Secretary of the Navy, deeply in
terested in the men under arms who 
constituted the strength upon which 
the republic leaned, early in the war 
secured co-operation in closing places 
of evil.

In 1917 Hon. Newton D. Baker, the 
truly great Secretary of War, made 
the following statement:

Our responsibility in this matter 
ia not open to question. We cannot 
allow these young men, most of whom 
will have been drafted into seiwice, to 
be surrounded by a vicious and de
moralizing environment, nor can we 
leave anything undone which will pro
tect them from unhealthy influences 
and crude forms of temptation.

About the same time, the Secretary 
of Navy, in that war, made the fol
lowing statement:

There lies upon us morally, to 
degree far out-reaching any technical 
responsibility, the duty of leaving

The city of Wa.hington has but 
one reason for being. It is exclusively 
devoted to the business of governing 
the nation. At present, that means it 
exists to give the national war effort 
such guidance as will insure victory.; 
It is shocking, therefore, to discover 
that the per capita consumption of 
alcohol in the District of Columbia 
is almost twice that of the next wet
test state in the union. In 1940, for, 
which figures have just been released, 
4.26 gallons of hard liquor were con
sumed for every man, woman and 
child in the federal district. Nevada, 
which has boasted that it is “wide 
open,” consumed only 2.65 gallons per 
person, and stood second in the list. 
The per capita consumption in New 
York was 1.35 gallons, in Illinois 1.64< 
Worse than that, the consumption in 
the District of Columbia went up 
from 3.8 gallons in 1939 to the 4.26 
in 1940—an increase of more than 12 
per cent in per capita drinking in a 
single year. And reports from Wash
ington indicate that the curve of 
liquor consumption is steadily rising,; 
Statistics of this kind simply cannot 
be explained away. They indicate a 
concentration of liquor indulgence at 
the one place in the nation where 
clearest heads and steadiest nerves 
are today most needed. The war can 
be lost just as easily in the cocktail 
parties and jammed barrooms of 
Washington as in the waters of the 
South Pacific or the factories of De
troit. If the administration does not 
act to end this scandal of a liquor- 
sodden capital, it can justly be ac- . 
cused of indifference to an actual fifth 
column which is working night and 
day in interests of national defeat.

—Christian Century.

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
(Continued from Page 1)

as early as possible that local v/in- 
ners of silver medals can have a part 
in gold medal contests. A gold medal

nothing undone to protect these young | f
from th»f contamination of their convention, adds greaUy to the pro-men from that contamination of their 

bodies which will not only impair 
their military efficiency, but will blast 
their lives for the future and return 
th3m to their homes a source of dan
ger to their families and to the com
munity at large.

Today, millions of American moth
ers and other patriots are gravely 
concerned at the lack of the proper
environment for American youths in 

Everything else in the picture I the armed forces.

gram and brings in mothers and fath
ers that are not acquainted with our 
work. Let us have more and better 
speech contests.

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
All who live in love are thine; 
Teach us how to love each other. 
Lift us to the joy Divine.

—Henry Vtm Dyke.
Yours in Loving Service, 

BESSIE M. DARLING.



< There Still Are Mothers

.Whatever else te lost along the way

.There still are Christian mothers in 
aU lands,

And now we pause to honor them to
day:

These queen" who h?.ve no scepters in 
their hr.ads,

And yet r/ho reign upon a firmer 
throne

Than ary that the earth has ever 
known.

Rulers of life itself, with love as pure
And true and selfless as the old earth 

knows.
Their trust in God, imshakable and 

sure.
Their faith implanted in their chil- 

dren, grows
Into a living, lifting, thing,
That through great stress can know 

no coreuering.

There still are mothers who will ever 
hold

The old sweet ways of truth and 
righteous: e :s

Before their children’s eyes; who 
long have told

Christ’s teachings to their ycung to 
heal and bless.

Thank God for any mother, anywhere,
Who lives and serves, and finds her 

• strength tn prayer.

—Grace Noll Crowell 
In Christian Herald.

Pastors Pledged To Fight 
Liquor Drinking

Written by Pauline Smith, Church 
Editor for ’The Columbus Citizen

Some 2000 Protestant ministers at 
the Ohio Pastors’ Convention in 
Memorial Hall turned their attention 
to the problem of drinking.

They unanimously indorsed a reso
lution approving the Myers bill, intro
duced in the Ohio House of Represen
tatives, prohibiting the sale of liquor, 
wine and beer by the glass.

They heard drinking among church 
members described as widespread and 
themselves as being to blame, at least 
partially, for the situation.

They voted imanimously to ask the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to ban liquor advertising from radio 
broadcasts.

'They pledged themselves to preach 
at least one sermon devoted exclusive
ly to the evils of beverage alcohol 
within the next 90 days.

Approval of the Myers bill followed 
an address by Dr. Roy L. Smith, Chi
cago, editor of The Christian Advo
cate, official Methodist publication, on 
“America’s No. 1 Saboteur,’’ liquor. 
His Cc 'demnation of the clergy’s lax
ity in fighting the use of alcohol as 
a beverage was implied rather than 
direct, but was nonetheless unmis
takable.

“There was a time when preachers 
fought this business,” he said sternly, 
after presenting a picture of the dam
age drinking does to individuals, to 
homes, youth, and to the war effort. 
He repealed the sentence, then said, 
*T11 say that again,” and speaking 
deliberately, declared a third time, 
“There v'cs a time when preachers 
fought this business, and I am saying 
imder God they are going to have to 
go back Esd fight it again.” Aprlause 
filled the hall.

“Mothers are going to have to be 
taught that alcohol is habit-forming,” 
he said, speaking of the need for edu- 
eating youth on the subject. “Mothers 
are going to have to take a very 
serious share of the responsibility 
for the drinking among young people. 
Any mother who serves liquor at her 
table has no reason for complaint if 
her children become drunkards,”

Declaring there is an unprecedented 
amount of drinking among church 
members. Dr. Smith told the min

isters: “If we are going to win tois 
war against alcohol we must do some
thing within our own borders, 
think the solution of the thing rests 
to a considerable degree in the hands 
of the churches.”

At the close of his address he asked 
how many of his hearers would preach 
sermons on the liquor evil within the 
next 90 days. Hands went up all over
the hall in response.

Dr. Smith said a word in behalf of 
both the Anti-Saloon League and the 
WCTU.

“So far as I know not another or
ganization is doing what the Anti- 
Saloon League is trying to do,” he 
said. “I think every Christian woman 
should belong to the W.C.T.U.

—The Ohio Messenger.

JOBBERNOWL
By Mrs. Irene B. Taylor

Jobbernowl heis been listening • * 
and listEning • • looking * • and 
looking * ^hasn’t yet heard * * hasn’t 
yet read what she expected to hear 
and read * *She heard of Black Mar
kets ♦ * of meaLleggers • • gasoline- 
leggers * * but she knew that Wash
ington knew how to deal with them
* * The same old method could be 
used again * ♦ She has been amazed

* has not heard that old remedy 
mentioned * * not once * • Ehrery day 
she has listened * * has searched the 
papers hasn’t seen that one word yet
* •* not even a hint of it * * Elvery 
day she thought * * “Why don’t they 
do it again? * ♦ Before this remedy 
was first used official Washington 
told us that it would work * * just as 
sure as shooting * ♦ They tried it * • 
and it did work • • just as they said 
it would * * at least they tell us that 
it did * • “A great success” * * “per
fectly satisfactory” * * “nothing like 
it” * * “results are wonderful” * • 
So when Jobbernowl heard about all 
of these new “leggers” she listened 
the next morning to hear that this 
trusted remedy was to be immediately 
used again • ♦ She expected to see 
that one word in big letters * • glar- 
ing headlines telling how the “leg
gers” were to be squelched * • But 
not a mention of it ♦ • not even in 
small letters did she see the word * * 
"Repeal” • * What has happened?

It can’t be that all the officials 
in Washington have forgotten that 
cure-all * * That one word has been 
so boastfully used so many times it is 
incredible that it should not pop into 
at least one official mind • ♦ Why 
doesn’t some one remind the Presi
dent of his cure for law-breaking?
* ♦ Jobbernowl can’t, for she never 
did believe in that method of dealing 
with “leggers” ♦ * If it worked so 
wonderfully in 1933 * ♦ why not try it 
in 1943? • * The remedy in 1932-1933 
was “If a law is disobeyed, repeal it”
* * Why isn’t that same remedy be
ing tried in ’43? * ♦ The law in ’32 
said: “-Thou shalt not sell liquor” ♦ • 
If a man sold we heard * • “Repeal 
the law” • • “then he wUl oe a „-cod 
citizen” * * “The Prohibition law 
makes a man a liar” * • “a lawbreak- 
er” * ♦ “The law makes the gangster”
* • “maken him a criminal” * * “Re
peal it” • * Today the regulation is *
* “Thou shalt not sell meat” * • What 
happens? • * The same men who in 
’32 shouted • • ‘"The law makes 
criminals * * repeal the law” * * now 
say ♦ • “We must stop that man from 
selling meat” • • “get tough with 
him” • * Why this change in think
ing?” * * Jobbernowl has a suspicion 
that Washington knows that repeal 
did not do what they say it did * * 
and she is sure that the officials did 
not want to stop the sale of alcoholic 
drinks • * but that they do want to 
control the sale of meat • • that 
makes a whale of a difference.

—Woman’s Temperance Work.

Just Between Ourselves

The snow that was pUed in huge 
drifts in the yard when last I wrote 
you, is gone now. There may be a 
little left where trees protect it from 
the sim, but the men are out working 
in the fields now, seeding the crop 
that is to help win the war. The robins 
and meadowlarks are appearing, and 
while we have no flowers or green 
grass h3re as yet, they will., soon

May always seems to me the most 
beautiful month of the year, in North 
Dakota. April is the month of hope. 
May the month of promise. Whatever 
the season holds for farmers. May 
sees the fields green and beautiful, as 
a rule. . ^

May also brings us two special 
days, that appeal to the best in every
one — Mother’s Day and Memorial 
Day. Our sharp business men have 
attempted to commercialize the first 
to such an extent that we are made 
to feel that mothers are neglected im- 
less they are given an expensive gift 
on that day. I think the custom of 
sending appropriate cards, is a good 
one.

Memorial Day has always been an 
important one, in nay life, for my 
father wore the small bronze button 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and never failed to take time to at
tend services in honor of the noble 
dead. Often I took part—carrying 
flowers in a long parade of school 
children, or in other ways, as I grew 
older. I have always believed tha,t in 
this, as in our temperance wark, if 
we give the children a part to do, it 
will mean more to them in later 
years. I cannot simply spend a Mem
orial Day working, no matter how 
busy I am; I attend a service if I 
can, and if not, I give some time to 
remembering, and to prayer. The men 
who wore the blue and the gray are 
nearly all gone now:
“ ‘Not here’ is answered at the roll 

so fast they pass away.
And the Grand Army there above 

grows larger every day.”
Yet we all have loved soldier friends 

of these later years, to remember, and 
for some of us, the day will be diffi
cult, because of the graves of other 
loved ones, upon which the grass has 
not yet grown. Our hearts go out 
in sympathy to Mrs. Truax, whose 
husband’s name appeared in our me
morial column last month. Minot 
friends tell me that Mr. Truax, an 
honorary member of that union, pub
lished the Ward County Independent 
for 35 years, and never carried liquor 
nor tobacco advertising. We need men 
of principle, always. Let us remem
ber in our prayers also, the others of 
our comrades recently bereaved.

Our sympathy goes out to the ones 
for whom the heavy snow and sub
sequent floods have brought hardship 
and losses. I do not know who they 
are, but I can imderstand the misery 
that comes from an unsuccessful fight 
to save one’s home and the stock that 
depends upon one for care. Even 
when the money loss is Important, 
the regret of failure stings more 
sharply. Mrs. Stolberg mentions the 
loss of sheep, as the living things 
destroyed for them, but to have three 
feet of water in the house, and one’s 
cherished piano in it, must mean plen
ty of heartache too. You who live 
near the rivers must see a lot of 
homes that have been ruined by the 
water.

Mrs. R. A. Salter of Menoken is 
concerned because of women she 
has heard say that they do not read 
The WHITE RIBBBON BULLETIN- 
they only skim it. Declaring that she 
reads every word, including the ad
vertising, Mrs. Salter offers the ex
cellent suggestion that each union 
give one meeting to a study of the 
BULLETIN. TTiat was dene at Park 
River, and the president said the

women all felt that the one th^ 
studied was the best issue for sonte 
time, blit she could not see any differ
ence. It was the study they gave to 
it, that made i)t better, to them. Try 
it, in your union.

Miss Shaner will come into the 
state soon; let us remember her in our 
prayers every noontide, as well as 
our president and vice president, as 
they go out to the district conven
tions. I hope that in spite of gas 
rationing, our women will be re-ource. 
ful enough to find ways of getting to 
these meetings, for. we all need the 
contact with each other and with our 
leaders. Did you see the date for our 
state convention, top of front page?

^id your news letter get lost in the 
mail, this month?

For city people, the summer often 
means vacation from a lot of activi
ties; for most of us in this state, it 
means the opportunity to do things 
that winter curtails or prohibits. Now 
is the time to start Victory gardens— 
and other things that will grow! How 
about an L.T.L? *

Your friend,
ELIZABETH C. BEASLEY.

THE YOUNG CRUSADER 
Charaoter.BuUdhig Journal for 

Children
The child who reads 
From a wise selection 
Is the one who leads 
In the right direction 

Plant seeds of Character Today by 
giving your chUd friends.

THE YOUNG CRUSADER 
35c a Year.

Evanston, Illinois.

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE

War-Time Commitment. A pledge 
card, one side with pledge, reverse 
side with quote from General Mac- 
Arthur’s Order of the Day following 
the victory of New Guinea. 65c for 
100; 35c for 50.

What God says to His Soldiers. 
Scripture texts as applied to the du
ties of soldiers. 75c for 100; 40 for 
50; 30c for 25.

To Our Defenders. Elizabeth Pres
ton Anderson. A message to those 
in uniform from a Gold Star Mother. 
$4.00 for 500: 85c for 100; 45c for 50.

Appeal to Men in Service. ..A direct 
appeal to vcluntarily refrain from the 
use of beer and other alcoholic liquors 
in military life. 50c for 100; 30c for 60

To Those Id Service. ..A card, en
velope size, bearing a message and 
assurance of loyalty by those at home. 
60c for 100; 35c for 50. All the above 
in colors.

Effects of Alcohol in Minute and 
Moderate Doses upon self-control. 
Efficiency and other requirements of 
Soldiers. A leaflet. 65c for 100; 
35c for 50; 2c Each. Send 3c stamp 
for catalog giving lists of additional 
material.

g

You Get All 'This In The Union Signal 
Twelve special issues, each cover

ing a subject of general interest, in
cluding four issues devoted to the 
Sunday school quarterly temperence 
lessons. Latest legislative news di
rect from Washington. News digests 
of country-wide happenings. Devo
tions Colunm. Youth Temperance 
Coimcil page. Original editorials and 
comment. Illustrations and quotations 
of general interest. Editorial reprints 
from the press. Feature articles on 
human welfare problems. Organiza
tion personals and events. Miscellane
ous features.

Do Not Miss Anotlier Copy 
Subscribe Today. $1.00 a Year 

THE UNION SIGNAL 
• Evanston, Illinois.

National WXl.T.U. Publishing House 
Evanston, Illinois.
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