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Site Context 

Extrude from site 
plan - to create 
street front 

Pull back forms 
from street 
fronts - To allow 
for pedestrian 

Create 4th level 
sky deck - to create 
a scenic experience 
away from city 
traffic

Elevate residential 
tower forms - to 
create separation 
between public and 
private space

Develop Residential 
Spaces - To break 
up the facades and 
to create a sense of 
unity between the 3 
structures

Tie the structure 
to the ground - To 
create a spaced 
frame truss system, 
creates protection 
and brings the form 
to the ground

What is Co-Living?

 

IN a sense, Co-living is basically living with room 
mates, without many of the downsides of living with 
room mates. Because rent is based on individual 
beds, and not the unit, You don’t need to worry 
about finding people to live with. Leases are a thing 
of the past and rent will be paid month to month. 
This can be beneficial for many who do not plan on 
staying in Nashville for long, or are not sure if Co-
Living is right for them. 

Removing many single use spaces, while at the same 
time offering community amenity spaces drives down 
individual rent per person. This tied with the multi 
use nature of the overall complex could see rent 
prices be as much as 40% less then a traditional 
unit. 

Throughout the US, student debt is rising, and with 
this overall salaries are staying fairly constant. For 
those who may want to pay off loans faster, or would 
just like a simple way of living, Co-Living may be the 
perfect opportunity. Amenities and Inclusive Design

Circulation/Community Space:

Community Facilities:

Egress:

1 Bed Studio Units:

4 Bed Dormitory Units:

6 Bed Dormitory Units:

Unit Design - Small space, 
Big Feel

Compact units don’t need to feel small. Space is an 
illusion of space brought on by a number of factors 
such as material choice, color choice, the level of 
natural light, clean design, etc. Using many of these 
techniques, it’s possible to create a comfortable 
space that anyone would feel comfortable 
quarantining in. Revolution2 Single Units come 
equipped fully furnished with everything you would 
find in a standard apartment, with many space saving 
solutions built in. Each unit comes in at 247 SqFt, 
All units are built on a 12’ center, so rooms can be 
added and removed as needed by the demand.

To Offset the smaller unit sizes of Co-Living, a high amount of public amenity spaces 
are offered. These can both cut costs of rent, as well as drive for resident to resident 
interaction, creating both professional and personal relationships between residents. 
Some of the public amenities Include:

Co-Living Lifestyle

• 70% Of students have debt
• $37,000 Average debt
• $380/month for 10 years
• $840/month for 4 years
• Average income for grads: $51,000
• Average rent for Nashville: $1,340 

• Average apartment size in Nashville: 889 SqFt
• Average Co-Living space per resident: 242 SqFt
• Co-Living Single Bed Studio Size: 247 SqFt

• Full sized bed
• Living room area
• Kitchen area
• Full bathroom 
• Entryway/mudroom
• Office area
• Optimal storage

Studio Units Dorm Units
• Full sized bed bunk beds
• Multiple full bathrooms
• Private lockable storage 

for each resident
• Mudroom/entryway area
• Office Area

Full Murphy bed 
with a sofa built 
in/coffee table 
underneath 

Built in 
kitchenette

Storage area 
with built in 
shoe rack

Bathroom featuring 
a wet room design, 
removing the need 
For a bathtub

Office Area 

Ample natural 
sunlight creates the 
illusion of space

Underlying Premise
In many cities throughout the USA, recent graduates have to deal with increasing rent 
prices with a very limited income. Standard apartment buildings and other types of 
dwellings are fairly standard with space and cost. Generally speaking, many residents 
only use their rental units for <12 hours/day, for the rest of the day that unit sits 
empty. So why not look at alternative solutions?

Recent graduates may not desire a lot of space/ higher rent, and rather save money 
by living farther from the city center. But why not find an alternative solution and 
develop a space of co-community living in a more prime location? Rent costs can be cut 
by lowering the amount of rent-able square footage per private unit with an off-balance 
of increased amenity spaces and shared spaces. And thus the research was started.

During this thesis research, I looked at alternative means of living in order to create a 
closer sense of community as well as cut down on rent costs. The proposal calls for 
a mixed use prefabricated residential development in downtown Nashville. By creating 
more means of mixed use, the site gains use throughout the day, increasing it’s value 
despite the lower cost of rent. The result of this was a 369 bed co-living facility built 
into a larger mixed use site that is made up of 4 floors of commercial space, a sky deck 
and performance hall, a 100 unit apartment complex, a 144 unit condominium complex, 
and enough underground parking for 1,279 cars.

Using the approach of cutting down on private space with an offset of a higher level 
of public space, overall unit size and cost was cut to a fraction of the standard 
apartment price in Downtown Nashville. This was achieved using many techniques found 
through research that created the illusion of space in the sub 250 SqFt units. Co-
Living was found to be a fantastic opportunity for many who are either on a limited 
income for the steep Nashville prices, will only reside in the city for a short amount 
of time, or simply want a toned down level of living along with a higher amount of 
community interaction. This type of facility is one with limited integration to current 
societies, but is showing promise as a future lucrative business model. 

Minimalist design 
creates a more open 
space

Spring 2020 Thesis 

• Condominiums: 
144 Units / 145,000 SqFt 

• Revolution2 Co-Living: 

369 Beds / 133,500 SqFt 

• Apartments: 
100 Units / 66,180 SqFt 

• Commercial Mixed Use Space: 
377,000 SqFt / Stores 

• Parking:  
478,640 SqFt / 1,279 Stalls 

Circulation Space:

Residential Facilities:

Vertical Circulation

Residential Tower Cores:

Commercial Space

mech

NASHVILLE

Building Envelope 

Wing Roof To Building 
Structural Detail

Co-Living Tower - 7th Floor

Level 1 

Level 2 

Level 3

Level 4 - Sky Deck

Studio Layout

Nashville is the capital of Tennessee, and has a total population 
of over 650,000 people. Given it is one of the nation’s fastest 
growing metropolitan area, that number will keep rising. 
Development within the city is exploding, with over 2 dozen tower 
cranes in the city at this moment. To this I found that Nashville 
would be the perfect location to source my project out of, 
given the rising costs of living and limited options for recent 
graduates. Nashville comes in at Tennessee’s most populated 
city with Memphis coming in 2nd, It is built along the Cumberland 
river and is one of the music capitals of the USA.

Near the site
1. Music City Center

2.Country Music Hall 

of Fame

3. Bridgestone Arena

4.Broadway

5.The Grand Ole‘ 

Opry / The Ryman 

Auditorium 

The Numbers Of Co-Living

Community Area Single Bed Studio Single Bed Studio Single Bed Studio With Bed Community Area

Looking North Downtown Nashville Looking East
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• Public oversized kitchens
• Lounge areas
• Game areas
• Business centers
• Outdoor grilling and lounge areas
• Outdoor rooftop pool area

• Full fitness center
• Recording studios
• Laundry facilities
• Theater
• Non Lease agreements
• Community events

• 24 Hour on site concierge
• Parking/car charging/bike 

storage and repair shop
• Pet Friendly Floor
• Storage Units
• Private event rooms

50’
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