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Because the perception of Nature has shifted over the course of human civilization - from a living “Thou” to an externalized 
“It” - this project seeks to reinvigorate a more essential interaction with the natural environment. This simple shift from 
a living, shared world to a dead, usable one has taken us from a rapport with a living nature to a modern environment 
that is dominated by instruments. Indeed, we have successfully transformed “the stuff of nature” into capital to the point 
where there may be no more stuff of nature to be transformed. Can this situation be addressed by current discussion of 
sustainability understood as conceptual information? Or, do we need to reengage with nature in a way that is tangibly felt - 
in a place that reawaken an experience about our connection to Nature and the world.  
This thesis examines why we, as modern humans, must reinvigorate a conversation about nature through the design of 
a museum and research facility that draws awareness to the role we may have on mitigating climate change. Making 
information more palpable, my architecture transforms observable facts into a foliate, earthy expression of our connection 
and dependency on the natural world. Because climate change is very much a topic of political discussion, the project is 
placed in Washington D.C., bringing the conversation right into the ground of the United States Capital.

Reinvigorating A Conversation About 
Nature Through Architecture: 
Mitigating Climate Change And Ecological 
Disaster

Ancient people lived in nature, they used myth to comprehend what was going 
on around them in the world by giving the natural world human character-
istics.  They believed that the gods were performing an act of nature on them.  
These myths of the Gods were reality to ancient people.  The myths made it possi-
ble to justify why something they experienced, happened.  They praised these gods 
by making offerings and by building structures and monuments for them, which 
connected them to the cosmos. 

This Building would serve as a research facility for climate change, while also be-
ing a place open to the general public.  The building aims to make the visitor expe-
rience the architecture.  There are choices to make when deciding how a person 
will travel through the building, some being a modern, efficient path while alter-
nate routes take a person along a journey, literally through time as the build-
ing goes deeper  and deeper into the ground.  There are purposeful paths of travel 
that make visitors go in directions that are the opposite of efficient.  The build-
ing is also intended to make the visitors interact and learn from the research-
ers that would be working here in order to get past the idea that climate change 
is conceptual information. The paths taken through the building will lead to a 
deeper, maybe even spiritual connection to the living, natural world that seems 
to have faded away throughout human history. 
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