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ARTEFACT

The way I explored of the idea of the edge of experience was through an 
artefact designed to multiply and amplify the stories told within it’s chambers.

A physical interpretation of philosophical readings, the artefact is a linear 
progression of edges.

In a darkened room, users participate by placing their own mobile phones 
within the artefact, while playing a video of a soldier’s experience, a recitation of 
Wilfred Owen’s “Dulce et Decorum Est”.

The participants walk around the artefact to observe new refl ections imposed in 
space and to isolate the voice in the unsynchronized recitation, all of which are 
unique to that particular position in space and moment in time. 

ON THE EDGE OF EMPATHY:
AMPLIFYING THE VETERAN’S VOICE

ABSTRACT

We live in a world of physical and conceptual edges that guide and 
shape our lives, and challenge us every day to choose whether to cross 
them or to remain within their shepherding corrals. Often we forget 
that edges connect diff erent planes, worlds, and ideas, all of which, 
if explored, enrich the human experience. Storytelling is a vector of 
consciousness and is a catalyst of change, transporting one beyond the 
edges of preconception to a realm of understanding, where the speaker 
shares their experience and the audience learns new knowledge. This 
transforms casual listeners to interested parties, where the connection of 
understanding and interest grows empathy within the listeners, helping 
to experience the other side of the Other.

Can architecture create, promote, and foster empathy? My thesis
proposes a library and interpretive center of the United States soldier 
experience to raise awareness of the myriad journeys of service 
members before, during, and after service. Sited on the California 
coast at decommissioned Fort Ord, the project is nestled in a bluff  that 
marks the edge of Western Civilization, and looks across the plane 
of the Pacifi c Ocean to the Eastern world. The thesis examines how 
architecture can empower and amplify the veteran’s voice to foster 
civilian empathy for United States service men and women, and reveals, 
over time, the strength of the veteran experience and its transcendence 
beyond the edges of understanding.

SITE

Fort Ord was one of the largest military installations in the United States,
acting as a staging and training camp for soldiers being deployed to the 
Pacifi c in WWII, Korean, and Vietnam wars. The base is an exercise 
in edges, where the site still maintains the separations that were 
developed over several decades of operation.

The sand dunes along the beach proved to be the ideal soldier- silent, 
strong, and self-healing, The Pacifi c Coast Highway separates the 
dunes from the rest of the base while overlapping military and the 
civilian. And the rolling coastal mountains endured the abuse of artillery 
training. What was perceived by the general population as a peaceful, 
idyllic landscape, was actually an instrument of war.

Stilwell Hall, or better known as the soldier’s club, was perched on the 
top of the dunes across the Pacifi c Coast Highway from the barracks 
and offi  ces. Due to erosion the hall was demolished in 2003, where 
more that half of the ground underneath was swept away into the ocean. 
The project complex will sit just south of the former hall location; it will 
be a palimpsest: a new life built on the faded remains of the past. The 
goal of the development is to house stories of military life and be and  
impetus to generate conversations and storytelling of veteran struggles 
and victories; ultimately, a place that transfers knowledge from the 
soldier to the civilian.
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PROGRESSION OF TIME:

The library is revealed as time erodes the sandy escarpment and 
the ocean claims the edge.


