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VANLIFE: 
CREATING COMMUNITY
ON THE ROAD

Gone are the days of living in ordinary homes in ordinary cities and 
suburbs. Across the country individuals, couples and families are saying 
goodbye to their stationary homes and apartments and moving onto 
a more alternative lifestyle. Whatever the reason many be vanlifers 
are nomads who live a life on the road that is full of breathtaking 
landscapes, beautiful cities, quiet sunrises, and awe-inspiring sunsets.
Vanlifers tend to gravitate towards each other, creating a community 
on the road. In the vans there is little space for necessities such as 
toilets, bathing facilities, room to workout, and space to do work. There 
are three main types of sites where vanlifers will find themselves 
located at the end of the day. These are tourist, rural, and urban 
locations.
This project focuses on the design of three buildings that could be 
used as prototypes for subsequent buildings in similar settings across 
the country. One for each urban, rural, and tourist sites. The buildings 
would be able to be placed anywhere in the United States deemed 
necessary. Much like prototypical designs for hotels the prototypes 
would be able to be adapted for their individual sites and climates. 
Cities currently plan for parks, in the future cities could plan for vanlife 
rest and recuperation centers.
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Located in the Near 
North Neighborhood of 
Minneapolis, this sight 
caters to vanlifers that 
want to explore deep 
within the heart of a 
major city for multiple 
days at a time. Users are 
able to securely park 
their van in the enclosed 
garage and utilize 
public transit to explore 
everything that the Twin 
Cities has to offer. The 
building itself is split 
up into three parts. The 
North third houses all 
the functions of the 
vanlife community, the 
middle is the parking 
area for vans on floors 
1-3, and the South third 
is available for office 
space or retail stores. 

Located in Steamboat 
Springs, CO this site 
is nestled within the 
Yampa Valley and 
is within walking 
distance of a bustling 
downtown. From 
downtown visitors 
can take free buses 
to hike and ski on 
the thousands of 
available trails just 
minutes away. This 
is a new area of 
business development 
and would be well 
suited for a vanlife 
community. This 
building is the largest 
of the three and is 
capable of parking 
over seventy five vans 
with ample room for 
overflow on busy ski 
weekends. 
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Located in rural Rollag, MN which is about forty miles 
Southeast of Fargo this site sits on an old farmstead 
up on a hill overlooking the fields and a pond below. 
Most of the year this site would be very quiet which 
a few visitors passing through to check out nearby 
Maplewood State Park. Over Labor Day weekend Rollag 
swells as it is home to the Western Minnesota Steam 
Threshers Reunion which would be a large draw to the 
area for many vanlifers looking for a good adventure. 
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