


2

t h
 e

 o
 r 

e 
t i

 c
a 

l  
 p

 r 
e 

m
 i 

s e

t h e   T H E S I S   
Q U E S T I O N 

What should architectural environ-
ments communicate to the visually 

impaired?



3

p 
r o

 j 
e 

c t
   

 e
 m

 p
 h

 a
 s 

i s

A N S W E R I N G
t h e   Q U E S T I O N

b y . . .

Research of those who are blind, or      
v i s u a l l y   i m p a i r e d   and 
understanding how this characteristic 
impacts their daily lives as it relates to 
architecture and their socio-cultural 

context.

Research of 
c o g n i t i v e   p r o c e s s e s  to 
understand how architecture can be 
communicated, or transcribed, like 
language, so that someone with visu-
al impairments can understand their 

environment better.
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beauty

breath

Stillness

Balance

Interaction

edges

adventure

change

circulation

time

meaning

delight

direction

safety

pathways

place

orientation
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u n i t s   o f   L A N G U A G E 

p h o n o l o g y : Individual units of sound in languages

l e x i c o n : the sum total of all words in a language

m o r p h o l o g y : words and other meaningful units of language

s y n t a x : phrases and sentences

s e m a n t i c s : literal meaning of phrases and sentences

g r a m m a r : rules for generating communication

l a n g u a g e : ability to produce and understand meaning



7

s e
 m

 i 
o 

t i
 c 

s

c o n n e c t i o n   b e t w e e n
L A N G U A G E   a n d  S E M I O T I C S

s y n t a x : phrases and sentences

s e m a n t i c s : literal meaning of phrases and sentences

L A N G U A G E S E M I O T I C S

 The formal or structural relations between signs

 The relationship of signs to what they stand for

p r a g m a t i c s : how reality applies to certain words Interpretation of a sign according to its interpret-
er’s context
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t h e  C O G N I T I V E
E X P L A N A T I O N . . .

c o
 g

 n
 i 

t i
 v

 e
   

e 
x 

p 
l a

 n
 a

 t 
i o

 n

b u i l d i n g   a p p r o a c h l o b b y v e r t i c a l   c i r c u l a t i o n

c e n t r a l    g a t h e r i n g

r e s t
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P H O N O L O G Y . . .
t h e   i n d i v i d u a l   

u n i t s   o f   s o u n d   i n
   l a n g u a g e s 
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L E X I C O N . . .
t h e   s u m   t o t a l   o f   

a l l   w o r d s   i n   a   
l a n g u a g e
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W C

W C W C

P L A Z AE  N T R Y L O B B Y

C A F E

R E C E P T I O N

P L A Z  N T R Y
C O M M U N I T Y   

G A T H E R I N G   S P A C E
T E C H   
A R E A

L

R E S T

L

L

C O L L E C T I O N

C O L L E C T I O N

A D M I N

A E

t h e   P R O G R A M . . .
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r u l e s   f o r   

g e n e r a t i n g   
c o m m u n i c a t i o n
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W E S T   E L E V A T I O N S O U T H   E L E V A T I O N

W E S T   S E C T I O N
S O U T H   S E C T I O N

01 - MAIN LEVEL
82' - 0"

02 - LEVEL
96' - 0"

00 - LOWER LEVEL
70' - 0"

E N L A R G E D   S O U T H   S E C T I O N
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