
The Psyche of a Building
An Exploration of How Buildings Relate to Human Psyche Through a 

Renovated Farmstead



What is Psyche?
The Human soul, mind, or spirit



Anne Bordeleau



Peter 
Zumthor



Protective 
Housing for 
Roman 
Archaeological 
Excavation



“carefully stages the relation between the 
Roman ruins and the modern visitor, the 
contemporary city and the sediments of 

history.”









“Epistemologically, Zumthor positions the project 
within a larger concept of history and selectively 

constructs relations between the new building and 
the existing traces on the site, foregrounding certain 

histories and alluding to others.”







Andrei Tarkovsky



Andrei Rublev: The 
Passion According to 
Andrei



“…can be considered an icon 
that enables the viewer to 

glimpse the eternal.”



Trinity



Andrei Rublev



“One does not look at the 
icon, but through the icon, 

from time to eternity.”



“image is expressive of something 
in the future, mystically 

shadowing forth what is to 
happen.”















Gaston 
Bachelard



Poetics of 
Space







“To quote Anne Balif: “Asking a child to draw his house is 
asking him to reveal the deepest dream shelter he has found 
for his happiness. If he is happy, he will succeed in drawing a 
snug, protected house which is well built on deeply-rooted 
foundations.” It will have the right shape, and nearly always 

there will be some indication of its inner strength.”



Francoise 
Minkowska



Pavel Sonnenschein
Died age 13



Helga Weissova,
Liberated age 14



“One child, who had been hidden in a closet every 
time there was an alert, continued to draw narrow, 
cold, closed houses long after these evil times were 

over. There are what Madame Minkowska calls 
“motionless” houses, houses that have become 

motionless in their rigidity.”













“For how forcefully they prove to us that the houses 
that were lost forever continue to live in us; that they 

insist in us in order to live again, as though they 
expected us to give them supplement of living.”

-Poetics of Space pg. 70



“It accumulates its infinity within 
its own boundaries.”

The Poetics of Space pg 186



“… we discover that immensity in the intimate 
domain is intensity, an intensity of being, the 

intensity of a being evolving in a vast perspective of 
intimate immensity.”

The Poetics of Space pg. 193



For Baudelaire, man’s poetic fate is to be the mirror 
of immensity; or even more exactly, immensity 

becomes conscious of itself, through man. Man for 
Baudelaire is a vast being.

-The Poetics of Space pg. 196



“But when a poet knows that a living thing in 
the world is in search of its soul, this means 

he is in search of his own.”

Poetics of Space pg. 201



“Supervielle also juxtaposes claustrophobia and 
agoraphobia when he writes: too much space 

smothers us much more than if there were not 
enough.”

-The Poetics of Space pg. 221



“I shall prove that imagination augments the 
values of reality.”

Poetics of Space pg. 3
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