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Through historical and typological analysis, exploration and scrutiny of how cemeteries fit 
within the framework of landscape architecture results in a better understanding of how 
future cemetery design should be approached.  Assessments of existing cemeteries, will help 
develop a comprehensive list of program elements to be implemented within the sustainable 
design alternatives to traditional cemeteries resulting in cemeteries designed for all and 
provide meaningful connections with deceased loves ones as well as nature.

Traditional cemeteries and burial practices are unsustainable.   
Cemeteries occupy valuable space that can be used by all.  People 
desire a connection with nature in life and in death.  

Remembrance Sustainability

Democratic Contemplative 

Guiding Principles:

Thesis Statement:The Problem:

The Research: Case Study Analysis

American Cemeteries
Early American Burials 
3000 BC - AD 1775
Included Native 
American burial 
mounds, family burial 
plots, and early colonial 
graves.  Differed by 
region, such as New 
Orleans which required 
above ground burial.  
Slave cemeteries were 
often located on owners’ 
land or outside the city 
in undesirable area.  
Families handled burial 
process.    

Graves set in lawn with 
trees and gardens on the 
perimeter. Sites were 
graded flat for easier 
maintenance.

Large numbers of 
Americans died in 
American Revolution & 
from diseases.  Cities ran 
out of room for burials.  

Cemeteries became 
valuable green space for 
citizens of congested 
urban environments to 
enjoy nature.  Roads and 
paths followed natural 
contours on site.  Natural 
features like ponds and 
mature trees were 
included in design.  
Public recreation and 
gathering was 
encouraged.  

The Burying Grounds
1775 - 1830

Rural Cemetery Movement
1830 - 1855

Headstones replaced 
with markers laid flat 
into ground reducing 
maintenance as well as 
visual reminders of 
death.  Columbaria & 
mausoleums built 
more often.  

Lawn Cemeteries
1855 - 1917

Memorial Parks
1917 - 1960

Families becoming more 
involved again.  
Environmentally friendly, 
green options sought. 

Green Burial Movement
1960 - present
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191 Epoufette Sandy Loam
Sandy Loam to Loamy Sand to Sand
Poorly Drained
0-2% Slope

715 Bluffcreek-Clearriver Complex
Sandy Loam to Sand to Coarse Sandy Loam
Moderately Well Drained
0-3% Slope

1120 Rushlake-Hangaard
Loamy to Sand to Gravelly Coarse Sand
Moderately Well Drained
0-3% Slope

Prospect and Refuge: view of the lake 
from the edge of the forest with 
overhead tree canopy

Enclosure: thick trees and understory 
create dappled light and intimate 
spaces within the forest

Vistas: prairie vegetation offers wide 
open views of the meadow and the 
forest provides protection from harsh 
winter winds 
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Prairie Zone | The prairie section of the site is where most guests will enter by car.  After 
parking, a path leads to a large gathering plaza for community events.  The overhead tree 
canopy and stone paving create this outdoor room with hardwood forest on one side and open 
prairie on the other.  Crossing the plaza, guests are met with views of a meadow of prairie 
grasses and wildflowers where people can scatter the ashes of those they have lost.  On the 
left, a path that runs along the forest’s edge to a chapel that may be used for memorial 
ceremonies and other special occasions.  A small plaza connects you to a contemplative space 
perched near a small pool where a stream emerges from the woods and flows around the 
scatter garden to the reflecting pond.  A path follows the stream from the woods towards the 
columbaria that store cremated remains.  The intimate space within the walls of the 
columbaria with dense leafy canopy provide an opportunity to sit in quiet reflection and 
remembrance.  A stone wall on the south and west sides of the columbaria allows for the 
placement of memorial plaques in remembrance of those who’s ashes have been scattered on 
site.    

Woodland Zone | From the plaza, visitors may choose to follow either of 
the woodland trail that leads into a thick hardwood forest.  Many trails 
meander through this section of the site.  Natural burial sites are located 
near the east side of this site and marked with flat memorial stones while 
another scatter garden will be located at the center.  Small contemplative 
spaces are located within the forest.  Located at the highest and lowest 
spots on the site, these spaces offer a variety of experiences, some near 
the stream or lily pond, some for solitude, some for small gathering…all 
immersed nature.  

Riparian Zone | The west edge of the site is marked by 
drop in topography, consists of riparian vegetation, and 
offers expansive views of the lake.  This part of the site 
includes water overlooks, lakeside contemplation 
platforms, water access via kayak or canoe, and scatter 
garden surrounded by a boardwalk that extends over 
the lake.  Gathering spaces are provided at both ends of 
the boardwalk and dock – one on the lake and the other 
beneath the lake overlook.          

Master Plan
Riparian Zone Woodland Zone Prairie Zone



Details 

Construction Details 

Sections

This detail shows the relationship 
between and materials of the 
seating, walkway, and 
columbarium.  Locally sourced 
materials reduce the 
environmental impact of the 
construction of these elements.

This detail highlights the materials and relationship between the 
edge of the plaza with the reflecting pond and the seating that 
overlooks the scatter garden. 

Section B-B1 | Again looking north, this section shows the gathering spaces at both ends of the boardwalk and dock – 
one larger space located on the lake and a smaller one tucked beneath the lake overlook.    

Section A-A1 | This is a section of the water feature, seating areas, scatter garden and columbaria looking north.  A row 
of lindens provides a visual boundary on the north side of this part of the site.   

This is a prospect and refuge moment where visitors can take in views of the prairie’s 
wildflower scatter garden from the edge of the woods.  The water feature and small 
seating area provide the opportunity for quiet reflection and remembrance.

100 20 40

20 4 8

There are several small contemplative spaces throughout the wooded area of the site.  
Off the main trail, each contemplative space has a narrow path that leads to seating 
on wooden deck platforms.  A sense of enclosure is provided through native 
plantings.  

Sections & Details
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P5 | Another prospect and refuge moment 
presents itself when the trail breaks through the 
edge of the woods to reveal wide open views of 
the lake that visitors can take in from these lake 
overlook platforms.      

P2 | The openness of the prairie affords unobstructed vistas and 
from the northern end of the columbaria, this perspective shows 
the large gathering plaza as well as the relationship between the 
chapel, scatter garden, and water feature.   

P1 | This view from the southeast corner of the site looks across the prairie scatter garden and reflecting pond.  From here you can see 
one of the memorial walls and sculptural artwork.  Stone pathways connect each of the elements that foster remembrance.   

P3 | This is a perspective a prairie winterscape 
showing the scatter garden, drained water 
feature, and a little sunshine.  While this region 
isn’t always pleasant in the winter, this site could 
offer year-round burial options as well as hiking, 
cross country skiing, and snowshoeing.

P4 | In addition to enclosure, an important 
feature in achieving a state of contemplation 
and reflection is a water feature - like the lily 
pond, stream, or lake.  Whether visitors come for 
remembrance or to connect with nature, these 
spaces offer an opportunity to do just that.

P6 | This perspective shows the intimacy of 
natural burial in a woodland setting.  Replacing 
the concrete crypt and metal or hardwood 
casket with a biodegradable casket or simple 
shroud allows the body to be buried shallower.  
Permanent memorials or markers are minimal 
and blend into the natural scenery.    

Perspectives



Prairie Smoke Plant 
Geum trifllorum  

Pasqueflower 
Anemone patens 

Joe Pye Weed 
Danaus plexippus

Lead Plant 
Amorpha canescens 

Prairie Violet 
Viola padatifida 

Black Eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

Blazing Star 
Liatris aspera

Big Bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii

Bottle Gentian 
Gentiana andrewsii 

Bur Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa Bog Birch

Betula pumila
Red Osier Dogwood 
Cornus sericea 

Meadow Horsetail 
Equisetum pratense

Reed Canary Grass 
Phalaris arundinacea

Cattail 
Typha xbethulona

American Linden 
Tilia americana

Bur Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa

Swamp White Oak
Quercus alba

Longstalk Sedge 
Carex pendunculada

Largeflower Bellwort 
Uvularia grandiflora 

Prairie Plantings | The plantings in this area – and 
throughout the site – are consistent with existing 
vegetation.  Prairie Restoration currently sells all 
the plants listed which are native to the area and 
require minimal to no maintenance to thrive 
here.

Riparian Plantings | Planting in this area of the site 
again leans on the existing plant palette of 
hardwood trees and understory plantings.  This 
contemplative space, placed near the lily pond, 
also includes some of the cattails, grass and sedge 
that will also be found in the riparian zone of the 
site.

Aerial View & Plantings


