
ATLANTA 
NEIGHBORHOODS

Due to urban sprawl, there is a large disconnect between Downtown Atlanta and its 
residents. With the existing connections that Atlanta has provided such as metro lines 
and buses, ease of access between neighborhoods also is important for those wanting 
to travel other ways. With large roadways like the one seen here at Memorial Drive and 
Capitol Avenue, being able to create pedestrian pathways will help give safety to those 
traveling through these neighborhoods. The use of extended curbs and pedestrian 
islands help to give more visibility to drivers while giving a designated crossing for 
pedestrians to safely cross. At the south of the intersection of these two busy streets is 
a pedestrian bridge that elevates its user above the traffic. This gives a connection 
between the Southeast neighborhood and the transformed North lot. To help further 
the modes of transportation connecting this neighborhood to Downtown Atlanta, 
a two-way bike path spans down the south end of Memorial Drive for two miles. This 
gives further neighborhoods opportunity to further stretch this pathway to create more 
connections for their own neighborhood. Incorporation of green spaces is important to 
help combat this problem along with ensuring residents spaces for escape from the city life.

DOWNTOWN ATLANTA
With the recent attempts at revitalization of Downtown Atlanta, spaces for its marginalized 
communities have been neglected due to focuses on private development. Land availability 
has since decreased and has seen little opportunity for new growth of space serving its 
community since the rapid rise in population has increased this type of development. 
Along with the problem of little open space comes another related issue, which is green 
spaces. There are few properties that have given access to such spaces, neglecting the 
wellbeing of its city’s residents. Because of this, the surroundings of Downtown Atlanta 
consist of concrete which has created heat islands effecting its residents further. Heat is 
intensified in these areas, creating air quality problems, and causing serious ozone pollution. 

MEMORIAL DRIVE

CAPITAL AVENUE

Seen in the photos are existing conditions of each of the spaces that are being re-purposed 
for the communities use. Most of the space is unused parking lots and unused green space 
next to the freeway. To change how the site is used, more pathways were incorporated 
along with creating more green spaces. Shown in the 3D diagram is the new site usage 
showing the pathways and green space throughout the site. Most of the green spaces 
lie on the transformed lots with pathways splaying out from the center of the spaces. 
These give those walking through the site many different opportunities to connect to 
the spaces, which is beneficial during the outdoor events for people to freely come and 
go without being caught up in a crowd. The garden walk South of the site connects 
to the neighborhood to the East along with the Judicial Building, which is shown on 
the Southeast of the intersection. From the Garden Walk Community Center is a link to 
Downtown Atlanta, which is North of the site. Across Memorial Drive is a film school, 
parking garages, and many government buildings that make up this corner of area. 

PATHWAYS AND GREEN 
SPACE

GARDEN WALKWAY 
COMMUNITY CENTER

Lack of spaces for the marginalized community and lack of green spaces within Atlanta 
has helped create the program for this facility. When entering, visitors are enveloped 
in foliage natural to Georgia with a winding garden path giving many ways to travel 
through the space. Market rooms are for open usage of local vendors to help boost local 
economy while providing affordable products for the community. Local artist exhibition 
space  gives people the opportunity to experience local art  and culture to help create 
a dialog of relevant topics and issues. This space also serves as an event space that 
can be sectioned off depending on the size of event. Moving up to the second level 
is a continuation of the winding garden path, floating above the first level. The library 
lounge gives the community a safe quiet space to be able to read and learn  while also 
holding events for small group readings. The greenhouse kitchen provides a farm to table 
experience for the community by taking produce grown on site and teaching how to 
use and cook these in many types of dishes. The open studio is for artists to freely use 
to connect with one another, along with being a space for small classes to be 
held. The garden cafe helps to draw in surrounding buildings users to the 
site while providing for the facilities users while they walk through the 
spaces. All of these together help to provide resources for the 
community and to help create a safe space for anyone to use.
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TRANSFORMED NORTH 
AND SOUTH LOTS

Raised above the busy freeway connections of Downtown 
Atlanta, once used parking lots are located on the 
Southwest and Northeast ends of the Memorial Drive 
and Capitol Avenue intersection. Due to development 
of multiple parking garages down Memorial Drive, these 
locations have been sparsely used. To give use again, public 
green space, outdoor event spaces, a playground, and 
sculpture garden will now take and give life to these once 
underutilized areas. These spaces also give connections 
between Downtown Atlanta and the neighborhoods to 
the East through its pedestrian crossings and pedestrian 

bridge. Located to the South of the sites is a pathway 
that leads through a covered garden walkway. 

This structure mimics the look of the 
Garden Walkway Community 

Center while being home 
to many of Georgia’s 

native flora.   

GARDEN 
WALKWAY 

MECHANICAL AND STORAGE

GREEN FACADE
This system provides multiple benefits to the site while also 
helping to build a positive character to people’s perception of the 
transformed space. These benefits would include absorbing noise 
and pollution while also helping to combat the heat island effect 
by providing shading and evaporative cooling. The makeup of 
this type of facade starts with the planter which homes climbing 
vines to cover the system. The planter box in this case is cast 
reinforced concrete located on the exterior of the portal frame. 
From there, stainless steel wire mesh is supported with framing 
that is then connected to the facade using anchors attached 
to the buildings structure. It reaches up to 28’ tall and helps to 
contain the space inside while providing further ventilation to 

the interior open spaces. 

STRUCTURAL
With the concept of the Garden Walkway Community Center, 
an open framing system is used to achieve the clear spans of 
the programmed space. The type of framing system used is a 
reinforced concrete portal frame. In this case, the portal frames are 
distanced 10’ apart with longitudinal and roof bracing spanning 
East to West in the system. There is end bracing on the East and 
West ends with additional support on the South facade using 20” 
thick cast-in-place concrete walls. With these elements working 
together, this system may resist the multitude of loads it would 
experience while providing the necessary span of unobstructed 

space.   

WASTED SPACE
REIMAGINING AND REPURPOSING SPACES

Underutilized 
spaces have 

become more prominent 
in densely populated cities for many 

reasons. Prior zoning codes have distanced 
typologies, creating adverse effects to layouts and 

connections. Site usage and non-local ownership have 
affected how physical connection influences design. Because of 

these reasons, a quilt of spaces separate from the public has been created. 
Due to the increase of populations in urban areas, all potential underutilized spaces 

need to be reconsidered to add value to a city’s residents. One key necessity in urban areas 
is also green space. As research shows, living in proximity and having access to green space has 

positive effects on physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing. With those factors in mind, a site in Atlanta, 
Georgia was chosen due to its sharp increase in population, decrease in land availability, its need for a transformation 

of spaces for its marginalized communities, and demand for usable green space incorporated into public space.
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