
Simple Nurture
WEAVING MOTHERHOOD AND COMMUNITY

“Thus, in the best cases, architecture has provided spaces of encounter and participation where the Other is recognized and 
respected, spaces that enable human freedom, often – seemingly paradoxically- by revealing the limits associated with particular 
human actions. This intersubjective and emotional space of face-to-face communication is crucial for human self-understanding.”
Alberto Pérez-Gómez, “Architecture and the City: the Space of Participation”

This project focuses on the isolation many women feel when becoming mothers. Looking at the relationships This project focuses on the isolation many women feel when becoming mothers. Looking at the relationships 
between women throughout history, we find clues as to how strong communities of women guide cultures. With between women throughout history, we find clues as to how strong communities of women guide cultures. With 
the advent of the modern nuclear family, communities of women no longer exist in the traditional sense. My the advent of the modern nuclear family, communities of women no longer exist in the traditional sense. My 
thesis explores the creation of spaces that encourage mothers to come together as a community raising the thesis explores the creation of spaces that encourage mothers to come together as a community raising the 
next generation. next generation. 

Simple Nurture is about going beyond the physical description of architecture into the emotional. A community Simple Nurture is about going beyond the physical description of architecture into the emotional. A community 
space is one that should feel like a second home. The architecture incorporates a physical and metaphorical space is one that should feel like a second home. The architecture incorporates a physical and metaphorical 
weaving of programs within the building to combine spaces of varying degrees of privacy in order to encourage weaving of programs within the building to combine spaces of varying degrees of privacy in order to encourage 
a new form of community for modern mothers raising the upcoming generations.a new form of community for modern mothers raising the upcoming generations.

“Buildings do not control our lives. They reflect the dominant values in our society, political and architectural views, people’s demands and the constraints of finance, but we can live in them in different 
ways from those originally intended. Buildings only affect us insomuch as they contain ideas about women, about our ‘proper place’, about what is private and what is public activity, about which 
things should be kept separate and which put together.” 
Making Space: Women and the Man-Made Environment
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Coworking, Breakout, Offices- 
Parents can work remotely, close 
to their kids, knowing their 
children are in good hands

Meeting Rooms-
Amphitheater style

Rotating Office- 
a place to bring in outside resourcesGym Classrooms
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Nursing Room- a room for mothers with 
young children for privacy and comfort

Waiting 

Child Care Center- affordable, 
reliable childcare for children 
from the community
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Indoor Green Space

Homeschooling Resource Rooms, Classrooms, 
and Breakout Spaces

Flex // Study
Workspaces for students from 
elementary to college - access to
internet, computers, seating, 
group work spaces

Toilet Rooms- stalls large enough for 
families, changing tables in every stall

Mechanical

The site is located at the corner of Giles Road and Jersey Street in Papillion in Nebraska.  The site is located at the corner of Giles Road and Jersey Street in Papillion in Nebraska.  
To the west, the site is adjacent to Hickory Hill Elementary School. To the south it is adjacent to the Hickory Hill community. The To the west, the site is adjacent to Hickory Hill Elementary School. To the south it is adjacent to the Hickory Hill community. The 
area middle school and high school are both within walking distance and small commercial zones are nearby. The proximity area middle school and high school are both within walking distance and small commercial zones are nearby. The proximity 
of these elements are important for access - as city planning is traditionally arranged around the man’s workday, there is a of these elements are important for access - as city planning is traditionally arranged around the man’s workday, there is a 
distinct separation of zoning splitting home and work life to different parts of the city.distinct separation of zoning splitting home and work life to different parts of the city.

“So women tend to lead a more ‘local’ existence, not just because of domestic roles and“So women tend to lead a more ‘local’ existence, not just because of domestic roles and
responsibilities, but also because of an inequality between the genders in access to resources.”responsibilities, but also because of an inequality between the genders in access to resources.”
Making Space: Women and the Man-Made EnvironmentMaking Space: Women and the Man-Made Environment
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