NDSU



“FOR THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE”
SINGE 1890



Introduction to Morell & Nichol’s
Early Planning Ideas, Campus Plans,
and the profession of Landscape
Architecture

Significance + Evaluation: Tracing the
Early Ideas of Morell & Nichol’s on
the Development of NDSU Campus +
new knowledge of their
predecessors.

A Historical Overview of the NDSU
landscape with an emphasis on the
implementation of Morell & Nichols
initial design plan in 1910, and the
landscape plans that preceded and
followed it.

Conclusions: significance, limitations,
next steps.



The aim of this study is twofold:

a) to shed light and expand the discipline's understanding of the Morell & Nichols canon of work in North
Dakota and Minnesota with an emphasis on the early years of their planning concepts; and

b) to study the history and nature of campus/urban/rural development in North Dakota through the lens
of landscape architecture.




v How visual pleasure and
functionalism are addressed in the
original landscape master plan by
Morrel & Nichols?

v'Can it be considered a valuable
outdoor laboratory for botany and
horticulture?

* Answering these questions can
direct us to identify, record, and
narrate how the landscape
setting of the NDSU campus
institutes a remarkable Historic
American Landscape.




This historical study follows the Historic American
Landscape Survey (HALS) format to structure it:
Site History, Existing Conditions, Analysis,
Significance and Evaluation, Measured Drawings
and Recording.




The current NDSU campus is more significant to
American Landscape Architecture than we
expected.

From its inception as the NDAC, the campus
was guided by the work of Landscape experts.

One of those experts was C. B. Waldron, one of
the first faculty three faculty members.

Other links to the profession on a regional and
national scale can be shown by tracing plan
drawings and the careers of the people who
created them.




THE START OF THE NDSU CAMPUS IN 1890 IS THE START OF
NORTH DAKOTA LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE.
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1910 NDAC Campus Map 1919 NDAC Campus Map



* 1In 1921, Morell & Nichols, a
Minneapolis landscape
architecture and site planning
firm, was commissioned to
develop such a plan.

* The first phase of their plan
suggested the relocation of a
couple of buildings and the
establishment of a completely
different system of roadways
and circulation patterns to
redefine the campus form.



* Anthony Morell and Arthur
Nichols began their partnership
in 1909 that came to be one of
the first and most prolific
landscape architecture practices
in Minnesota.




“Landscape

Architecture” 1911




Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, MN - Photo by Barrett Doherty, 2021



* University of Minnesota - Twin
Cities, Minneapolis, MN - Photo by
Charles Birnbaum, 2001




Capitol Mall and
Liberty Memorial

* DESIGNED TO HARMONIZE
WITH GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
OF CAPTIOL GROUNDS.

* “TIE THE CAPITOL GROUNDS
AND CITY TOGETHER”

« - April 27, 1921

ERTY MEMORIAL BULDING ON STATE CAPTOL
< GROUNDS TO BE MOST BEAUTIFUL IN NORTH DAK

"BUILDING OF
STRUCTURE IS
BEING PUSHED.

Noew Bulding & Dewigned 1o

Harmemizse with Genwrnl De-



The General Plan for
Arrangement of Capitol
Grounds and Historical Park

-Morell & Nichols 1920




NORTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

The development of a
comprehensive, integrated
park-boulevard system was
pivotal.




1921, 1928, and 1948 campus plans
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In March of 1947, A.F. Arnason,
Commissioner of the North Dakota
State Board of Higher Education wrote
to J.H. Longwell, President of N.D.A.C,

“On various occasions Board
members have talked about the
manner in which buildings are

located on your campus and
personally

I plead gquilty to the
authorship of a facetious
remark to the effect that
your layout looks as if the
buildings have been
dropped more or less at

random from a B-29”
(Foykko, 1980).



Nichols in writing to
President Hultz,
expressing his “keen
regret over my failure
to have made clear the
program of planning
being recommended
with the resultant
misunderstanding by
your Committee and
the Board. - 1948

1965 NDSU Campus
(Oblique) Map



The Mall 1970s












sasaci A 2008 Master Plan
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2022

2021 google map



SUMMARY + GONCLUSION



1928 Old Main and Gates > L~ <
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1922 Commencement



1921 Minard and South engineering



PROFESSOR C.B. WALDON — NDSU 1890+, WAS A PROLIFIC LANDSCAPE MAKER ACROSS NORTH DAKQTA. HIS
SPIRIT OF SERVICE LIVES ON IN THE NDSU DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 130 + YEARS LATER.



1920 Botany Class
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NDSU
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