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LIVE + 
WORK + 
PLAY
Engaging and revitalizing the broader 
urban community through sport
As most professional sports leagues continue moving towards a minor league model in an effort to develop athletes 
right out of high school as opposed to drafting players from the college ranks, the question of where these new de-
velopmental league teams will hold games in the future opens the door for smaller market cities to land the stadiums 
where these professional minor league teams will compete. It only makes sense that if cities are to make a bid for a 
developmental league team that the tax payers should see a return on their investment in any stadium and practice 
facilities that are constructed. 

In order to benefit the local community, these future sporting venues and accompanying facilities should be intention-
ally designed to engage the broader community throughout the year and serve as a catalyst for urban growth and 
economic development within its surrounding neighborhoods. These multi-purpose sports complexes would feature a 
more accessible design which would allow the stadium and surrounding landscape to become utilized year-round 
by both the developmental league team and the broader community. By not only designing for the needs of the sports 
team, but also the surrounding community this design will hopefully become a blueprint for major professional sports 
venues moving forward.

Community Garden
Skydeck Seating
Media + Press 
Box Suites
Sports Betting Lounge
E-Sports Arena

Within the Capital View South neighborhood, a master plan for the Market District, the industrial area located east 
of the Des Moines River, has been developed by HDR Inc. Des Moines has a beautiful downtown west of the Des 
Moines River but the neighborhoods to the east are dilapidated. Redevelopment of the east side of the river affords the 
opportunity to expand the city center. A vibrant sports complex that incorporates both a community center and devel-
opmental football team practice facility might serves as an end-cap to the HDR Inc. proposed redevelopment plan.
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STADIUM MASS
INFLATED ENDS TO INCORPORATE 
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS

CARVE OUT GAME FIELD
LIFT UP FACADE LETTING THE 
LANDSCAPE FLOW THROUGH

The site for the project is lo-
cated in the northeast cor-
ner of the Capital View 
South neighborhood of Des 
Moines, Iowa. Of the 20 
most dangerous neighbor-
hoods in Des Moines, since 
the beginning of 2020 Cap-
ital View South ranks 13th. 
The map shows the neigh-
borhoods with the highest 
crime per capita since the 
beginning of 2020 (The 
darker the yellow the worse 
the crime rate). Locating the 
sports complex in Capital 
View South attempts to place 
it near neighborhoods that 
would benefit the most from 
an effort to revitalize the area 
without displacing the exist-
ing local community.
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PUBLIC 
ACCESSIBILITY 
DIAGRAM Stadium Practice Fields Community Center

SITE 
PLAN
DIAGRAM

Team Practice Fields
Water Feature
Team Parking
Community Center Parking
Gameday Parking
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THIRD
FLOOR
PLAN

Upper Bowl Seating
Gameday Support
Walk of Fame
Team Offices
Player Meeting + Film Rooms 
Study Spaces
Library
Exercise Room
Dance Studio

SECOND
FLOOR
PLAN

Lower Bowl Seating
Gameday Support
Indoor Practice Field
Cafeteria
Weight Room
Multi-sport Gym
Warming House
Climbing Wall
Public Locker Rooms
Indoor Pool

FIRST 
FLOOR
PLAN

Game Field
Field Level Suites
Sideline Club
Team Locker Rooms
Visitor Locker Rooms
Event Parking

LOWER 
LEVEL
PLAN

Curtainwall glazing system

Undulating wood fin facade PTFE Roofing

Charcoal gray masonry Curtainwall glazing systemBranding on wood facade

Sand-etched team logo

Charcoal gray masonry

Undulating wood fin facade

CURTAINWALL SYSTEM
Provides building envelope for 
community center and team facility.

WOOD FIN FACADE
Finned undulating facade that 
wraps the entire building providing 
a visual screen.

STEEL COLUMNS
Thin steel columns penetrating the 
seating bowl. Reminiscent of “trees” 
within the landscape.

STEEL TRUSS SYSTEM
Network of trusses that holds up 
the undulating steel roof system

PTFE ROOFING
Membrane roofing system sitting 
on undulating steel roof system 
providing protection from the 
elements.

STADIUM
AXONOMETRIC
DIAGRAM
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