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When it comes to designing for people 
with disabilities, I believe it’s important 
to go above the bare minimum of ADA. 
In the first circle, the bathrooms have a 
maximum turning radius is a little over 6‘ 
which is about 20% more than the mini-
mum. When it comes to the entrance to 
the bedrooms, the width of it is 5’ 9” 
which is 9% more than the minimum and 
the length is 7’ 6” which is 50% more. 
These percentages might not seem like a 
lot, but for someone who needs the 
space to move around, it can mean ev-
erything. This also plays a role within the 
hallways of the building. The width of 
the hallways are 7’ 6” which fits two 
wheelchairs comfortably and also gives 
some extra room to work with. 

My site is located in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on E Lake Street between 13th and 14th Ave 
South. I choose this location for multiple rea-
sons. The first reason being that it is located in 
Hennepin County. While doing research, I dis-
covered that this county has the highest popu-
lation of people with disabilities in Minnesota. 
The area near the site has a 10.9% - 14.8% of 
the population has some type of disability. An-
other reason why I choose this site is because 
it currently has a pretty rough building located 
on it and a parking lot. The building hosts a 
restaurant and cafe, grocery store, an auto 
shop, and an adult daycare. I brought some of 
these elements from the site into this thesis 
project including the restaurant and cafe, gro-
cery store, adult daycare, and parking. The 
form of the building is also influenced by the 
site. Most of the building is on the edge of the 
site besides the two south corners of the 
building. Also the upper north side of the 
building is recessed back so it doesn’t tower 
over the house. There also is a square taken 
out on the north side of the building to leave 
room for the garbage and recycling area which 
was already located here on the existing site. 

The second and third floor are the com-
munal living floors. These two floors are 
for people with higher needs, but in this 
community setting they can still be inde-
pendent and get their needs met. Each of 
the bedrooms are 220 to 250 sq ft and 
they all have a bathroom. The other spaces 
that would be in a normal apartment are 
shared amongst others on the floor and 
within the building. The community space 
inside the building includes: kitchens, open 
lounges, flex spaces, classrooms, laundry 
rooms, work spaces, a theater, meditation 
rooms, balconies, and exercise rooms. 
Community spaces outside of the building 
includes: public green spaces, seating 
areas, grilling area, fire pit, a green house, 
and raised gardening beds. Having plenty 
of shared spaces promotes more socializa-
tion between the residents and giving the 
opportunity to have others to assist and 
learn from each other. 

Lastly the raised garden is specifically 
designed around people in wheelchairs. 
The width of the walk space between 
the garden beds fits two wheelchairs. 
The width of the beds are in arm's 
reach and the height of the beds are at 
their arm rest level. I believe these little 
design decisions are important and do 
more than just accommodate people 
with disabilities. 

Also within and around the building 
there are spots that are specifically de-
signed for people in wheelchairs to be 
included and part of. Some of these 
spots are highlighted in the other three 
circles which shows some of the roof de-
signs. In these zoomed in images, you 
can see there are spots cut out for places 
for people in wheelchairs to be a part of. 
These include the seating near the grill-
ing area, the fire pit seating, and the 
raised green seating. 
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