
biodiverCiTY
Due to increasing population and urbanization, access to fertile farming lands is dwindling. To 
obtain enough fresh produce for the growing population alternative methods to traditional 
agricultural practices must be considered. 

The solution? Urban farming.

There are many benefits to the utilization of urban agriculture, some of the most important being 
the health and environmental impacts it provides. It both creates and protects green space 
within cities and communities, and allows for increased access to healthy, locally grown produce 
which boosts both physical and mental health. In addition, the ability to aid in the growth of 
such produce increases these benefits even more. Urban farming provides greater yields in 
smaller growing areas all within a controlled environment. By creating a building that integrates 
urban agriculture with city living, community bonds with nature can be reinforced, allowing 
neighbors to socialize, build relationships, and strengthen community cohesion. Consisting of 
apartments, urban farms, and community spaces, BiodiverCity embodies a community where 
occupants can live an urban lifestyle while restoring their connection to nature and agriculture.

120 N Broadway, Los Angeles, CA
The chosen site for BiodiverCity is located at 120 N 
Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90012. This site was chosen 
for its’ proximity to a local park, transportation, and 
the Los Angeles City Hall building. Located to the 
North/Northeast of the site is Grand Park. This beautiful 
park consists of 12 acres of land containing botanical 
gardens, memorials, a performance lawn, and a 
community terrace, with pedestrian paths connecting 
the spaces. The site’s proximity to major transportation 
hubs allows it to be an accessible destination for all. 
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In addition to the farm, other 
forms of vegetation are used 
sparingly throughout the site 
in forms such as greenwalls, 
patios, rooftop gardens, and 
community gardens.

vegetationsunlight
The shading devices utilized on the 
building were placed strategically to 
allow for all farms to be shaded along 
the northern side, receiving direct 
southern light for growing, while the 
apartment floors are shaded along 
the southern side allowing for mainly 
northern lighting within the units.

Openings at the base of the buildling 
along with the smooth curved shape 
allow for adequate ventilation 
throughout the site. The open space 
at the bottom of the buildling also 
provides a clear connection to 
Grand View Park, located directly 
to the North of the site.
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