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Coming Together is a beginning
keeping together is progress
working together is success

-Henry Ford
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 The initial idea for the project came from the book Order In Space by Keith Critchlow. My 
professor had brought up the idea of creating a grid pattern for which a plan could be made. From 
that I created the grid system to the right using squares and equilatural triangles measuring four 

feet on any given side. I chose four feet because of the materials I knew I wanted to work with. 
From these givens I had to create a way to build this effectively. The idea was making a prject 

which is architecturally expressive while still being buildable.

 The building is a mixed use condominium with underground parking. It is located on the corner 
of Main Street and Sixth Street in Hawley, Minnesota. The underground parking has enough 

spaces for every condominium to have two parking spots. Access to the parking garage is along 
Main Street while the exit is along Sixth Street. On ground level, there are three spaces available 

to be rented to small businesses in the area. Second and Third floor are filled with six varying 
sized condominiums. The largest unit has four rooms which can be utilized as bedrooms while the 

smallest unit has two bedrooms.

The structure of the building is split into 
three different construction methods. For the 

foundation I chose to go with ICFs simply 
because it would be the easiest way to get the 

form of the building correct. I was able to 
talk with Al Sondrol of Roers Construction 
to confirm this method. The next floor uses 
concrete block to form the structure. The 
change allows a brick exterior to easily be 
attached as the block is placed. The last 

method of structure is prefabricated wood 
walls. If you follow the link underneath the 

rendering to the top left you can see how these 
walls simply fall into place and making for fast 

construction of a complicated form.

Watch a video of how the condominium walls are constructed.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WeUKoMzdzAmxPaB0XAJLwnYjwlaSd9Fz/view?us-

Overall the design was never about making something ground breaking but 
rather addressing an issue between designers and contractors. In this design 

I was able to find a solution which focuses on buildability while still giving 
an interesting form to a building. The interiors make for a new way of living 
compared to the traditional square building. The exterior has an interesting 
form which I decided to connect to the existing environemt by using brick 

and other materials from the area.


