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RN e ——— — 1 Mes. throug h the other, Is It § -
ossible that a piece of ourselves is therefore within theother?“How Mo s A S INCHE FONA - G e PR ' " u;ﬂ Joel Steffifeld, Hart f8land Preject’(1992)
as distancing ourselves from the death of others impacted the T LI e T Lo SSRGS el By

understanding of the self?
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Once an essential part of the public realm, death has been
iIncreasingly reduced to an efficient process in our modern economic
lives. With it has faded away our participation in the symbolic and A : . E s T e R | o S e
ritualistic acts that ensured the reciprocal influence of the dead onthe © = E S . sl B omarige o SN
living. In their absence, we have gained an-aversion which has o " L i i VOO o i e e e BN TS gy
generated a distance in the connection to one another, and from a
piece of ourselves. Considering the underrepresentation of death In
modern cities, this thesis examines the role of architecture in the

__ experience of the bereaved by opening a space for active

~ remembrance; an effort to continue the life of one being inside the
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3y employing Federica Goffi’'s assertions on memory and fragrnents, &
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~the Hart Island Archives aim {o serve as a “corporeal time machine
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¥ linking past, present, and future. Here, mnemic architecture opens an .
i opportunity for the retelling of a tale; a new mode of preservation ‘
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" s through the recombination of the exquisite corpse which is Hart
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W Island, and resurrects in memory the life of the island and the
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My life is not this steeply sioping hour T : > e W o " ANy e e T
Through which you see me hasten on. R, L SICNERD ANTE TS ’ | o T
| am a tree standing before my background i N SEHE " . ¢ - | SRR e _ _

| am but one-of my many mouths ™ T —i : B ._ | T -
The one that closes before all of them. F | ‘TRz F@ X ' e e AR

| am the rest between two notes
That harmonize only reluctanthy
For death wants to become the loudest tone—-

But in the dark interval they reconcile
Tremblingly, and get along.
And the beauty of the song goes on.
RILKE, The Book of Hours (1905
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