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“The individual is in a dilemma: either he decides to safeguard his freedom of choice, chooses to use traditional , 
personal, moral, or empirical means, thereby entering into competition with a power against which there is no 
efficacious defense and before which he must suffer defeat; or he decides to accept technical necessity, in which case he 
will himself by the victor, but only by submitting irreparably to technical slavery. In effect he has no freedom of choice.”

- Jacques Ellul, The Technological Society



“Everywhere we remain unfree and 
chained to technology, whether we 
passionately affirm or deny it. But we 
are delivered over to it in the worst 
possible way when we regard it as 
something neutral; for this conception 
of it, to which today we particularly 
like to do homage, makes us utterly 
blind to the essence of technology.”
- Martin Heidegger, The Question 
Concerning Technology

“Technology is therefore no mere 
means. Technology is a way of 
revealing. If we give heed to this, then 
another whole realm for the essence 
of technology will open itself up to us. 
It is the realm of revealing, i.e., of 
truth.”
- Martin Heidegger, The Question 
Concerning Technology



“These machines belong in fact to what we 
may call the realm of"mathematical magic"; 
they were, like their sixteenth-century 
counterparts, "thaumaturgic," in other 
words, machines whose aim was to 
overwhelm the spectator with awe in the 
contemplation of the hidden powers at work 
in the world. Or again, these machines fell 
under the category of"mirabilia" or playful 
objects.”
“What then did archaic architects do before 
mechanisation? How did they manage to 
have their buildings stand if their world view 
excluded an integrated use of optimisation, 
empirical verification, analytical reasoning 
and the rest of the scientific armory? The key 
was the analogical method. What was seen 
to succeed in the design of a existing object, 
natural or manmade, was transferred to the 
new one regardless of size and material.”
- Liane Lefaivre, The Machine in Architectural 
Thinking
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“The cosmic machine [machina 
universalis], constructed on high 
by God, the master builder, was 
the first contrivance built with 
divine logos Augustine likely 
imagined the divine machina as 
a crane or hoist-like device.”
- Peter Olshavsky, Questions Concerning 
Architectural Machines; or, Pataphysics in 
Early Modern Architecture
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“Reading Architecture Teaches an almost forgotten 
(medieval) process of building, a process that is in its own 
way not yet fully unfolded in architecture. Like the medieval 
monastery out of which the Reading Machine l emerged, 
the method of construction and the technique of 
understanding bring about a revolution of architecture’s 
techne, which coincides with the movement of the text that 
it propels. As a place of intersection between archaeological 
reconstruction (Ramelli, Palmanova, military engineering) 
and the will to power it discloses (metaphysics, 
monasticism, ideology), the Reading Machine reveals the 
tautological reality of the architectural text.”
- Daniel Libeskind, Three Lessons in Architecture: The 
Machines
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“Pataphysics will be, above all, the science of the 
particular, despite the common opinion that the only 
science is that of the general. Pataphysics will examine 
the laws governing exceptions, and will explain the 
universe supplementary to this one; or, less ambitiously, 
will describe a universe which can be - and perhaps 
should be - envisaged in the place of the traditional one.”

- Alfred Jarry
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