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DISTRICT 
SITE

Allows for maximum exposure of 
sunlight to all areas of the campus. The 
tallest structure will provide as a wind 
block for the rest of the campus, 
allowing for better use of the exterior 
area within the buildings. 

Mass Model : Tiered Heights

Provides ease of access between all portions of 
the campus while also allowing for better 
circulation options during all months of the year. 
Breakout space is also provided here with 
opportunities for collaboration between 
specialties. 

Mass Model : Enclosed Connections

Serves as pedestrian circulation between 
levels of the building as well as structural 
cores containing stairs, elevators, and 
mechanical space.

Mass Model : Vertical CirculationMass Model : Public Alcoves

Portions of the building cut out for 
public space to serve the students, 
faculty, community members, and 
visitors will allow for protection from the 
elements and use during all months of 
the year. 
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Urban development and master planning of a large site that lies within a 
growing city can unify and influence expansion in a community, if done so in a 
strategic and deliberate way. This thesis project will analyze the community 
benefits, best methods for urban regeneration, and eco-friendly improvements 
that can be made when transforming a vacant site into an innovation district. 
Innovation districts adjacent to university campuses are becoming more and 
more prominent throughout the United States, allowing for the sharing of 
facilities and resources needed to discover and create new ideas. The need for 
a new, technologically advanced, future forward university was paramount to 
creating a successful new district for innovation on the vacant site in Williston, 
ND. By understanding what cities need to prosper, how to make them more 
sufficient, and the role that an innovation district plays in the advancement of a 
community, I hope to have answered the question of how the design of a 
university campus can create relationships and influence growth within a city?
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Green Roofs: 
Help to retain and recycle 

precipitation on the site

Summer Winds: 
Provide passive ventilation 
to the site

Winter Winds: 
Orientation and tiering of 
buildings helps to block 
cool winter winds

Solar Energy: 
Building orientation  
and materials used 
allows for the sun to 
help heat the building.
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Many elements of the 
design were implemented 
with connections in mind, 
whether that be the 
sky-walks connecting 
each building to the 
other, the pedestrian 
boardwalk connecting the 
site to the rest of the 
campus or even the 
vehicular paths 
connecting the whole site 
to the rest of the city.

The concept of 
community was very 
important to this project 
and drove many of the 
design decisions. Areas 
such as the roof top 
garden, interior and 
exterior public spaces, 
and flex spaces attract 
and influence the concept 
of community within the 
project.

An innovation district can 
not be successful without 
collaboration of students, 
professionals, faculty, 
community members, and 
up in coming scholars. 
Many areas for 
collaboration throughout 
the project will help to 
provide a space for new 
ideas to grow and for 
innovation to be made.


