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The NDSU Equine Center is situated on 14 acres of land within the 
North Dakota Horse Park and was constructed in 2003 to serve as 
the epicenter of the NDSU Equine Science Program. The 600’ x 
120’ climate controlled barn contains an indoor arena, spectator 
seating, and stall accommodations for over 300 horses. The 
facility is also used for horse shows, events and to house race 
horses for the during the racing season  Additionally, the barn is 
used for several academic programs offered by NDSU and the 
NDSU horse therapy program Bison Strides. The existing facility   
is currently being used for the therapy program, but is in need of 
more space. The Anthrozoology Center will host the Bison Strides 
program with space for indoor and outdoor sessions, a sensory 
trail, canine therapy, and other breakout consultant spaces. 
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Programming of the Anthrozoology 
Center includes an outdoor 
courtyard along the northwest wall. 
This space is open to visitors and 
give relief from the hot sun in the 
summers. Additionally, the outdoor 
space is utilized for the canine 
therapy program that is connected 
inner walls of the courtyard for 
participants to partner with canines 
in agility course training. 

Promotes 
healing in 

mental 
disabilities, 
disorders, 

and trauma.

Promotes 
strengthenin
g and healing 
in those with 

physical 
disabilities

Promotes 
animal-human 
relationships 
that improve 

wellbeing.



program/ users

Those who will be able to benefit from animal assisted therapy 
include: Children or adults who have experienced trauma and lost 
relational trust, PTSD victims, Veterans , Kids and Adults on autistic 

spectrum, those with, physical disabilities, Foster Children, NDSU 
Horsemanship Class participants. Along with human habitation, 

clientele will also include animals within the complex. The design 
includes humane strategies that encourage conventional care 

of animals that remain temporarily or permanently on site. 
Although animals do not have the same considerations 

that we have when we design for humans, it is still 
important that these hoofed users are generally 

happy and healthy by simulating an environment 
that best mimics their natural habitat. 
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wood cladding

green roof
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warm materials are used 
to soften the usually cold 
materials of agricultural 
architecture with an 
inviting atmosphere for 
both people and animals.  

A wooden modular waffle structure is integrated 
throughout the facility to support large spans of 
the organic roof from. The structure acts as a 
waffle structure would like joists supporting a 
roof. The form of the structure take part in the 
motif that mimic the organic, curvilinear  anatomy 
of a horse. This form gives visitor the impression of 
biomimicry and form inspired by nature. 

ties the building into the 
North Dakota landscape, 
and closing the gap between 
the natural environment 
and the built environment

steel frame
a steel frame is used to 
support the large span of 
the arena while contracting 
with the wood material and 
structure system in facility.


