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Thesis Abstract

 

 Churches undoubtedly serve as an inspiration for many architects. Their emotional 

and physical presence to move people is undeniable. However, we can see a shift in their de-

sign and meaning through time. As the world changes so does the physical church building 

and our understanding of their light and material. From the Gothic cathedral to American 

sprawl, the desire for beauty has more and more turned into rational practicality. This prob-

lem not only affected the aesthetics of these buildings but can also has high probability 

of affecting the spiritual encounter that can happen through their design. The beginning 

church serves a different purpose than what we see in America today.  In the bible we see 

how the first Christian church functioned, “And all the believers met together in one place 

and shared everything they had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the 

money with those in need. They worshiped together at the temple each day, met in homes 

for the Lord’s supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity¬- all the while 

praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people” (Acts 2:44-47). The design proposal 

at hand is to take the old and the new to make something that resembles previous times in 

a modern context. By encouraging people t

06



10

Figure 03 | St. Charles’s Church, photo credit | Rhonda Krause
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Figure 03 | St. Charles’s Church, photo credit | Rhonda Krause
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PROJECT PROPOSAL
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Figure 04 | Trinity College Chapel, photo credit | Glen Couvillion
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Narrative

 Many churches are used heavily on Sundays, but are left empty during the week. They 

are a building predominantly used for worship and other religious activities in a community. 

These buildings are important to communities all over the world, including locally. As we 

know, these buildings cost money, that the congregation usually donates for. Churches rely 

on congregation generosity and attendance in order to have a place to gather. Though a lot 

of churches produce opportunities to give to the community and give to the less fortunate, 

they are sometimes not able to afford such things because of their need to pay for their own 

building and staff. 

 My solution to these problems is to create a mixed use building that self produces 

for the church. This would not just be a building to gather, but a place to do life with. There 

would be a coffee shop that would be available for the community, a retail store, a gym, 

low-income housing, as well as housing for homeless and those in need. There would also 

be jobs available to those who are jobless. There would of course be a place of worship, a 

sanctuary, as well as offices and classrooms. Not only will this building help the poor, the 

community, and be self-sustaining, but be designed in such a way that reduces waste. The 

church would be designed in an abandoned building using sustainable materials, and new 

technology to help building efficiency. 

 This place would help the community of the church, teach people about business, 

give jobs, provide for the less fortunate, help the community and give to the city, and lastly 

provide a fresh place for people to come together for church services.  
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The Project Typology

 The importance of the church in the community extends throughout history. Though 

it has played many roles throughout different times and has done good and bad, we can see 

that it is an essential part to community. I believe that it could do it’s part even further by 

giving more back to the community instead of being a separate entity. 

 This building will grow community, by incorporating different aspects of people lives. 

What better way to use different talents of the community by adding different roles other 

than just a pastor, and congregation to the mix. It will be a mixed use building that consists 

of a gym for healthy lifestyle, retail for selling goods, a coffee shop for a place to work and 

mingle, low- income housing for the homeless and needy, a sanctuary for Sunday mornings, 

offices, and classrooms for learning. In order to grow a community, you need to integrate their 

daily lives together, so that Sunday morning isn’t the only time you meet. Also, to give back 

and experience generosity, we must think of the homeless and those who are struggling. 

Though this would be all affiliated with the church, it would encourage those that aren’t 

necessarily affiliated with it to become one community instead of separate. This would 

hopefully grow the city together. 

12
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Figure 05 | Sainte Chapelle, photo credit | Charles Hardin of Taylors
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Precedent Research

 Being associated with a church, I have noticed that there is such a need for this. The 

church being filled with imperfect people often times will do imperfect things. Because of 

this, there is not a single perfect church. Sometimes I have observed churches that will not 

welcome others, are unwilling to give, and are limited to just their Sunday morning service. 

This can be detrimental to the whole reason the church is here, to be open arms to anyone 

that is in need, to be a family and community that loves one another. Churches are already 

discovering the idea to bring business, programs, brilliant ideas to not only just listen to a 

sermon, but to also practice what they preach. They are incorporating their gifts of business 

savvy to help the people around them. One way that I can use my talents is to design a place 

where other people can use theirs. I see the need weekly in my own life. I can’t imagine that 

I’m the only one. Seeing other people start their own way in this, I know it ‘s a need and a way 

I would like to contribute to making something to help others. 

The following case studies will show what these churches have already started to come up 

with. 

14
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Figure 06 | Rainbow Light, photo credit | Benjamin Benschneider
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Figure 06 | Rainbow Light, photo credit | Benjamin Benschneider

Gethsemane Lutheran Church

 Located in the heart of Seattle is a church that doesn’t look like a church from the 

outside. This project is surrounded by beautiful colored glass along the first level and then 

reaches up six more levels. This colorful building has a sanctuary, housing, a kitchen, offices, 

and a garden. The spaces have beautiful colors reflected onto them from the brightly colored 

glass. This created a beautiful space to gather in. 

 Looking at the housing portion of this building, I can see that you can combine more 

than your stereotypical parts of a church. I can look at how they designed the space and 

created separate entrances. The spaces flow perfectly together, and i think that makes this a 

successful project. 
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Figure 07 | Gethsemane Lutheran, photo credit | Benjamin Benschneider, Lara Swimmer
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23Figure 08 | Floor Plan, photo credit | Benjamin Benschneider, Lara Swimmer 18
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Figure 09 | Jiao-xi Presbyterian, photo credit | Kuomin Lee, Fuming Lin

Figure 10 | Sections , photo credit | Kuomin Lee, Fuming Lin
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Jiao-xi Presbyterian Church

 What I love about this church is that it is very unique. I wanted to study this one because 

it is completely it’s own. The beautiful wood brings a warm presence and the mix of colorful 

windows brings lots of light. My reason for choosing this church was to help expand my 

lens on what the sanctuary could look like. I think that this design gives me new ideas and 

perspectives because of its unique beauty. This church is located in Taiwan and designed by 

AMBI studios. This building is not a square, but multiple shapes and unreformed to anything. 

That’s what makes the design so intriguing. 

Figure 11 | Chapel, photo credit | Kuomin Lee, Fuming Lin
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26 Figure 12 | St. Margarets, photo credit | Trevor Mein26



27Figure 12 | St. Margarets, photo credit | Trevor Mein

St. Margaret’s Eltham Church

 Designed by Atelier Wagner and located in Australia, this church brings the old with 

the new. Old churches have a place in peoples heart, and though they are not the latest 

technology, they have a story, and history behind them. What better way to keep this beautiful 

building, but also make it practically better. They combined a very modern approach when 

creating an addition to this building. The design is bold, but beautiful. It accents the existing 

portion . 

 I chose this building to look at because of it’s existence portion. I’m planning on 

building onto an existing building and it’s important to look at ways to do this. St. Margaret’s 

is a great example of it. It shows how to intricately combine the two. 
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Figure 13 | Horse Races, photo credit | Trevor Mein

Figure 14 | Perspective, photo credit | Trevor Mein
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Figure 14 | Perspective, photo credit | Trevor Mein

Figure 15 | Site Plan, photo credit | Trevor Mein
24
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User/ Client Description
 USER GROUPS

 Office Employees 30- 40 Total

 Retail workers 5-10 Total

 Homeless Shelter Staff 10-20 Total

 Gym Staff 5-10 Total

 Church Staff 20-50 Total

 Community members 1-400 Total*

CONSIDERATIONS

Retail/Gym/Coffee Shop:

 Extended parking

 Safe and private rooms

 Outdoor spaces

 Break room required

 Lobby Space

 Natural light in maker spaces

 Offices/storage for instructors

Homeless Center:

 Living accommodations

 Kitchen/dining

 Classrooms

 Assembly/Auditorium:

Flexible areas

Seating storage

Strong integration of natural light
26
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Figure 16 | 6th St N, photo credit | Google
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The Site

 Located in Downtown Fargo is the perfect destination for the project at hand. Right 

off of 4th St N is a building that I’ve had my eyes on for a while. It holds a historic part of Fargo 

with it’s original brick and located in the prime part of downtown. Surrounding it is parking 

and it’s accessible to many of the homeless in this area. Not only will this building serve the 

purpose of this project, but also city. It will expand downtown and bring life to this part that 

is not as popular as Broadway N. All of these things bring loads of importance to renovating 

and adding a new life to this lot and building. 

 

28

Figure 17 | North Dakota, photo credit | Google
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Figure 18 | Site, photo credit | Google
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Figure 18 | Site, photo credit | Google

Figure 19 | Site Exterior, photo credit | Google
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Project Emphasis

1. Build community in churches

This looks like providing a space to grown in for more than just a Sunday morning. It would 

include having to do daily life with the people of the church and also bringing in new people. 

It would create less of a closed off approach and more of an exclusive demenor.

2. Provide Spaces for Income for the church

As stated already, there would be means of income that could provide a means of paying off 

the building, therefore being able to have extra money to give to the poor from the money 

given by the congregation. This would be poured into food, helping the homeless get jobs, 

housing them, and any other person in need.

3. Design efficient and Aesthetically pleasing Spaces

Not only do I want this building to serve a huge purpose to people, but to also be a space 

that feels nice, that looks good, and done efficiently to save money. This means looking at 

new ways to design in a beautiful way without breaking the bank. 

31
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• Build up the church and create a closer community that 
does life together.

• Help the less fortunate, those who are in need no matter 
what their need is. This could be financially, spiritually, 
emotionally, practically. 

• Expand the meaning of church and explore a different 
approach to it.

• Provide jobs for the city of Fargo.

• Help the church be financially smart people.

• Create a project that is financially savvy, but also beautiful 
to look at.

• Create an environment that allows people to grow in 
whatever way that they may need. 

• Grow relationships with people not in the church with 
people in the church.

Goals Of This Project

32
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Plans For Proceeding

 Moving forward, I would like to really establish steps to designing this. Working through 

an existing building will have some of it’s own challenges. I will be looking into the best ways 

to design this and also looking into research on cost efficient materials, as well as looking into 

the best church designs. This process will include fusing the two ideas and coming up with 

the best solution for this. I will also be talking with local pastors to get their understanding 

of this and what would be the best solutions to the problems at hand. To reiterate, taking all 

the information and research done and then focusing on the best design solution for that 

research. 

 The research done will look like local interviews of churches and pastors, looking at 

the needs of homeless housing, coffee shops, gyms, and sanctuary. Another step is taking 

information from previously done projects and transferring what information was good and 

what was bad. With this I can hopefully come up with the best design solution. 

 The steps after that will be actually designing and 3D modeling the solution. I will be 

able to see what this could actually look like and keep my audience in mind. My goal is to 

have the clients actually involved in the design process, having them look over my solutions 

and see what their perspectives are on it. This will ensure that the design is best suited what 

it was meant to be.

34
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Figure 20 | Fantasy, photo credit | LAUREN WICKS
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Figure 20 | Fantasy, photo credit | LAUREN WICKS
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RESEARCH
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Research Methods

39

 There are a couple of avenues of research that I will be exploring. The major avenue 

of research will be from reading books and articles as well as looking at various websites 

to find information. This will help with adding statistics and more logical research to the 

progress of this project. The second form of information that is presented in this book is 

through asking local pastors their opinions and thoughts. The interviews are collected 

purely for their understanding and wisdom on a specific topic. The next few pages will 

be answering some of the initial questions going into the project. Below are a couple of 

questions I will be answering.

Why Do We Want Community?

Why Are Churches Designed This Way?

How Do We Make A Space Architecturally 
Acoustic?

How Can Design Help The Poor?
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Research

Acoustics

 In this section of the book I’m going to briefly talk about architectural acoustics. Since 

one of the main spaces of the church is a worship space, acoustics will be important. Another 

thing that you have to look at is the sound coming from the exterior of the building. Since 

the site is located in a space surrounded by traffic, it has lots of noise from cars driving by. 

Acoustics can be affected by many things. From exterior noise to the materials inside a 

space can all change the way the sound is reflected. One things that is not often thought 

about when it comes to acoustic is the furniture that is placed in a building. 

 Sound is head through the waves bouncing off of different surfaces to our ears. 

Noise will sound different by the surface that it bounces off of. For example, if you have a 

room that is solid, smooth concrete, you will hear the sound of a coin dropping very clearly 

because there is nothing in the way of the sound. However, if you drop a coin in a room with 

carpet covering the walls, then it will most likely be so muffled you might not even hear it. 

These are things that will be taken into account of when designing the worships space in 

particular. 
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Homeless Housing

Research

 Adding homeless housing to the project is still a process that is not certain. There will 

be some kind of outreach, but the extent of that is unclear and will not be known until further 

information later on in the project.  However the following case study shows a homeless 

shelter. The project is called “re-habit” and is a place that can shelter the homeless. The 

building consists of job training, services, and recreational space, as well as an extensive 

roof garden. This case study is helpful because of the possibilities I could enforce in my own 

design like the having a thrift store as a way to help the poor, or even possibly have cubicles 

for those that need a place to stay temporarily. 

Figure 21 | Homeless Shelter, photo credit | Niall Patrick Walsh
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Cultivating Community

Research

 Community is an essential part of my design. In fact it is one of the main bases for 

why I am designing. One of the core reasons for this is because of the purpose and life it 

brings to people. It helps people to feel passionate, to grow and be inspired. I want to see 

how it can bring people family and develop a reason for living. No one can be alone, so in 

order to help people have this, we need to create an environment for it to grow. The first 

part of this is having places that people can do their daily needs at. For example, provide 

jobs, places to work, exercise, eating. All these things can help people to grow with each 

other and be apart of the more basic part of life. 

 The following pages talk about how happiness can be derived from these things. 

Most churches already have community, but for the most part people are only able to see 

each other on Sunday mornings. This is because they have other things throughout the 

week. In order to help this issue, we can combine the daily tasks with a community that 

thrives on bringing people together for a common belief and create a healthy environment 

for people to grow. I believe this would also increase the people not normally in a church 

environment to find people to create relationship with, since most people are in need of it. 

With the combination of these things I believe it will create a design that can help people 

in many ways.
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Research

Statistics About The Modern church

- 50% of Americans belong to a church. Even though that number has dropped 20% 

since 1999

- 42% of millennials attend church. This is the lowest generational percentage. 

Traditionalists come in at 68%, which is down from 77% in 2000. Even more generation X 

individuals attend church, though their rate has declined to 54% from 62%.

- One way to reach more millennials is by engaging them more. While some do prefer 

a more traditional church, many want to be more involved and become active participants 

in helping others and the local community. Churches who want to reach this demographic 

may also need to invest in newer technology and online strategies. ( https://reachrightstudios.

com/church-statistics-2020/ )

- While 65% say they can walk with God alone, according to Lifeway Research, 75% say 

they need other believers to help them to grow in their walk with God. Only 39% say spiritual 

matters come up as a normal part of their daily conversations with other Christians.

- Only a third of young adults around the world say they often feel cared for by those 

around them (33%) and often feel someone believes in them (32%), according to a study of 

18- to 35-year-olds in 25 countries from World Vision and Barna.

- Nearly 1 in 4 (23%) acknowledge they have feelings of loneliness and isolation.

- Christians (19%) and those of other faiths (22%) are less likely than the religiously 

unaffiliated (31%) to say they feel isolated. 
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Research

The First Church

 What is a church? It is a place for believers to gather where they can encourage one 

another, pray for one another. It’s described as a body. 

- “And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 

They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They 

worshipped together at the temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s supper, and 

shared their meals with great joy and generosity¬- all the while praising God and enjoying 

the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who 

were being saved.” (Acts 2:44-47)

- “And whenever one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or when one 

member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.” Corinthians 12:26

- “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have 

the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 

one of another.” Romans 12:4-5

 The first church met in houses and in town centers. Their congregations grew and 

with it the need for bigger spaces. This was the beginning of church buildings. They grew 

into beautiful cathedrals with imprinted metaphors and meetings. 
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Figure 22 | Table Fellowship, photo credit | Chip M. Anderson
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Research

 Pastor: Myron Grueneich

 Experience: worked in church administration for many years, Senior pastor

 

1. Do you think a church can combine spirituality and faith with businesses, and other 

organizations?

2. Do you think this proposal would help build community?

3. Do you think this proposal could be successful?

4. What things would you be aware of when designing this project?

“I think Jesus mixed his faith and teachings to everyday life and everyday people.  Biblical 

principles apply to everyone, even if they do not acknowledge or agree with them.”

“If implemented strategically and legally, I think it has great promise.  It allows for people to 

experience God’s involvement in a variety of ways.”

“Yes.”

“Using minimalistic ideas, nature designs, technology heavy and community spaces in 

every aspect.”

 

Asking Pastors
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1. Do you think a church can combine spirituality and faith with businesses, and other 

organizations?

2. Do you think this proposal would help build community?

3. Do you think this proposal could be successful?

4. What things would you be aware of when designing this project?

“I do. Especially if they share the same mission! And at the very least do not have contradicting 

missions. It very well can be a symbiotic relationship where both parties win.”

“I definitely believe this proposal would help build community. I think location, aesthetics, 

and quality are very vital in building community. Most people already have a bias with 

anything the church puts out.”

“I believe it could be successful for the same reasons as my previous answer. I also think that 

the businesses would benefit from the larger pool of possible employees from the church.”

“I think it would be very important to have clear signage as to what are the entrances to the 

church and to the businesses/organization, and possibly separate parking lots. 

 Pastor: Andrew Mansmith

 Experience: Senior Paster at Cultivate Church, 

Research
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Literary Review

 Title: An Architecture of Immanence: 

 Subtitle:  Architecture for Worship and Ministry Today

 Author: Mark A. Torgerson

 Literature Form: Article

 Page Count: 14 Pages

 One of the goals of this project is to further and understand the design of churches, 

to help the people that attend it. This book helps us to take a deeper look at why the church 

is designed the way it is and how it’s progressed over history. The article “An Architecture of 

Immanence” by Mark A. Torgerson goes into detail on the changing of architecture through 

theological view and changing times. By taking a further look at this subject we will be able 

to subtract the necessary information and apply it to a new and modern approach. The 

sources of this will be the progression of church design, specific parts of the church that 

have been modified and changed throughout history, and their reasonings behind each 

change in history. 

Introduction

Why Are Churches Designed This Way?
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 Churches are known throughout the world as some of the most beautiful buildings. 

Some of the most widely known; St Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City, Italy or Notre-Dame de 

Paris, France, have breathtaking architecture, but this architecture has changed over time. 

If you compare churches from 12th century to now there are some stark differences. If we 

look at cathedrals, they have a cross layout, focusing on the chancel and ambulatory at the 

top of the cross. Churches in the 12th century focus a lot on symbolism and or focusing on 

the priesthood and devotional objects. Overall these churches were designed with beauty 

and held with very high standards, with lots money and thought into every one.

 

 The way that people saw God follows the design of the buildings. Lots of Gothic 

architecture has embodied a theological view of focusing on the immanent and  

transcendence of God.  Along with that characterized  as total otherness, distance, and 

might, making the individual worshiper feel small in contrast. This resulted in the design of 

neo- gothic architecture. Some examples that would go along with this is on the eastern 

wall a high instant alter could be seen, as well as screens dividing the chancel from the nave. 

A lot of the time the focus fell on the priesthood or a devotional object. These designs have 

changed a lot in more recent times. The theological views have changed and therefore so 

have the designs that followed them. From focusing on the transcendence of God it has 

focused more to focusing on the entire people of God to worship. This move pushed the 

church to no longer have segregation and reforming the seating layout. As new theological 

thinking came, a new look to the church did too. The symbolism and grand image of the 

church turned to a basic and simple building. The minimalism was meant to help people 

focus.

History of Church Design
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Literary Review

 Another movement was secularism in the western culture. This was a movement that 

focused in on the relevance of Christianity today. The church wished to add God into every 

area of life, so this resulted in churches being in school buildings, office buildings, industrial 

parks. They wished to erase religious symbols in worship spaces and on their exteriors. At 

this point we can see a drast difference in the ecclesiastical church from the 12th century. 

 The last take away from this reading was how it talked about architecture in worship 

spaces today. Edward Anders talked about designing a space that related to God related to 

the world by being reincarnated into it and to create a “non-church design.” The following 

quote sums up what his design goals were, “Nonchurch design does not reject the idea 

that the worship and communal life which transpires within the space is actually quite 

exceptional; rather, it seeks to underscore the notion that life in God takes place in the 

mundane, both inside and outside the building where the church meets.” Lastly, it talks 

about the need to incorporate modern ideas into the church as well as keep the previously 

stated idea. This means adding sustainability, and combining ideas of the earlier church 

of symbolism with the more recent idealism of church. This could possibly add a renewed 

sense of the importance of beauty in church design. 

 Churches are not an exception to different ideas in architecture and culture. The 

more recent church designs include large parking because of the “sprawl movement”. Lots 

of churches are designed to “stand their own”. They are situated in the midst of a green 

space.  Also mention the location of the church. Older churches were placed at the center 
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Of the city. The irony was that churches should be placed outside the city for people to be 

able to drive and park in, but churches placed in the center of a city received more attention. 

People would visit during lunch breaks and tourists would be able to attend as well as the 

homeless would sit in them for a warm place to stay. Churches moved to the suburbs with 

its attendants and from this, it became more of a destination than an everyday part of life. 

 There have been many things that have influenced the outcome of designs in church 

and most have been from theological views, others from how society has changed. We can 

take things from the past and things from today to learn how to design better. The article 

goes into detail about this. He says, “The  loss  and  silence  of  the  Christian  tradition  in  the  

modern Western world... Is experienced by modernity as the silence of God, but a silence 

which, if we are attentive, can offer redemptive possibility-ties”. We are to learn from the 

past and bring new ideas and re-used ideas to the future. These are the things that have 

made up church architecture today and will be the future of church design.
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Research Summary

 As the church ebbed and flows we see some truth poke through the patterns. One 

of these truths is that the church has stood for a long time. The core reason for the building 

has maybe slightly changed in different time periods, but the main purpose has been there 

all along. This definitely says something about the need for it. We can see that it’s aesthetics 

have changed and the theology behind it has been inspired in many directions. That brings 

me to the next question. What will my design follow? 

 From the reading we can see that history goes one way and then jumps in the 

completely opposite direction. I believe that being somewhere in the middle will prove 

successful. The design will not be merrily fully symbolic as the 12th century, nor it will be as 

underacted as the post war theology. I will glean from seeing both sides of the spectrum 

and others that are in the middle or lean in different directions. We can learn a lot from the 

history of architecture and my design will be no exception. 

  The goal of this project will be to take the beauty and aesthetic of beautiful cathedrals 

and share with it the need for a focus that faith is in the every day lifestyle. Through the 

different avenues of adding everyday things, as well creating a beautiful design, the goal 

will be reached for a combination of both these things. Overall, this article was very helpful 

to dive into what has happened before and to help me think more deliberately about what 

theology is my design following. 
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Literary Review

 Title: Pursuing Happiness

 Subtitle: The Architecture of Sustainable Change

 Author: Sonja Lyubomirsky, Kennon M. Sheldon, David Schkade

 Literature Form: Article

 Page Count: 131

Introduction

 This reading looks into an avenue of which is a goal for my design. Happiness is 

something we can use to help measure the success of the design at hand. This reading 

looks into what happiness, how it’s effected, and how it’s statistically achieved. I’m more 

specifically looking into how happiness plays into community which is one of the premises 

of my design. Through studying this avenue I can learn a lot about the logistics behind this 

topic and how it can be incorporated in such a way that is successful to the architecture 

of the building. Some of the things looked at in this article is the difference between short 

term happiness and long term. What effects each of these and how we can sustain it. From 

this information I will be able to dive further into making a successful building.

Why Do We Want Community?
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Increasing Happiness

 In this article it states that happiness can be based off of a number of things. Personality, 

genetics, circumstances, demographics can all play into this. However, beyond these things 

there are factors that can play into the thing we call happiness. Through activities and 

sustainable changes in well-being can indeed help to sustain this degree. 

 Happiness is described as high life satisfaction, frequent positive affect, and infrequent 

negative affect. It’s subjective to each person and can only be measure in this way. This article 

focuses on chronic happiness which is defined as during a particular period in someones 

life is their characteristic of happiness levels. For example, this would be 3, 6, 12 months or 

could even be years that a person said they felt this level of happiness or in-satisfaction.

 One of the most effective ways to boost someones characteristic happiness levels 

is by intentional activities. To clarify what intentional activities would be, it’s something 

that someone has to put effort into doing and devote energy to; it does not happen by 

itself. Some examples of these things that have been proven to help a person’s well-being 

is exercising regularly, trying to be kind to others, re framing situations in a positive light, 

or counting your blessings. In a study, they take college students and ask them to set 

goals for the school year. In this study they found that students that attained these goals 

throughout the semester experienced enhanced adjustment and emotional well-being at 

the end of that semester. This lead to their happiness being enhanced and prolonged into 

the next semesters. This means that a greater well-being like improving your body, mind, 

soul, increases the amount of happiness you experience for that period of time and possibly 
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Literary Review

 One of the questions at hand is how do we sustain this happiness. We know that 

doing these intentional studies increase well-being in the moment and thus increases 

happiness, but studies show that these things often fade. During a study, they found that 

both positive circumstantial change and positive activity change predicted enhanced life 

satisfaction. They did the study again and tested only the activity and then only the positive 

circumstance. The results were that only activity-based well-being change lasted. This can 

also be a useful tool. For example, if a person is in a hard circumstance, and count their 

blessings during their hard time, they help their happiness for a moment. However, if they 

were to count their blessings everyday, then it could become boring for them and they 

no longer do it. Another point is in order to help the desire to do intentional activities is 

to have a variety to help reduce the risk of becoming bored of said activity. Based on this 

circumstances and ebbing and flowing could help happiness. 

 The last point in the article talks about cognitive happiness-increasing activity. one 

example of this activity is practicing grateful thinking on a regular basis. Through studies 

on this subject, they have found that when there’s gratitude towards circumstances and 

situations, that there is enjoyment extracted from such thinking. To reiterate, McCullough 

said, “Gratitude promotes the savoring of positive life experiences and situations so that 

maximum satisfaction and enjoyment are distilled from one’s circumstances.” This practice 

may help extract as much joy as possible from their life. 

 



63

 To conclude about his book. We can take away a couple of things. It is meaningful 

and purposeful to pursue happiness. The studies done have shown that it is possible to gain 

happiness and to sustain it over a period of time. It’s possible that it will change over time, but 

if there is pursuit that you can discover how to implement it into whatever circumstance a 

person goes through. Through intentional activities, there is possibility of a happier person. 
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Research Summary

 From understanding what happiness is, to how can we achieve it, this article brings 

enlightenment to the subject at hand. Happiness comes from a good well being in an 

amount of time according to the studies done in this article. That means a lot for the 

architecture of my project. Now we can apply this knowledge and see how it could be 

applicable to a mixed use church building.

 To start off, the goal of the project is to bring community to people. Why we need 

community is to help with our overall well-being and happiness. Though the article didn’t 

specifically touch on the aspect of community. It did talk about the domestic aspect that 

can play into a person’s happiness. This is in marriage you can find happiness and relation 

with other people. Being in constant communion with people will help to inspire and bring 

hope to them for a happier lifestyle. 

 The article touched on the aspect of intentional activities. The design at hand will 

incorporate many avenues of activities to help with a person’s happiness. Some of the 

avenues a person can look to help their well-being would be attending worship services, 

helping the less fortunate and volunteer, workout, spend time in a coffee shop thinking 

and healthy journaling, or meeting with counselors and friends. There are many avenues 

that will be provided for a person. This article helped to prove the need for these different 

avenues that will make this project successful. 
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Other Readings

Calling Forth the Numinous in Architecture

- Roles of sacred architecture is to encounter “holy” divine or metaphysical. You have to 

talk about this when in the discussion of sacred space, or religious architecture

- He says, “the numinous is the common denominator for all religious experience, in 

every culture around the world. 

- “the numinous is not inside us, but outside. It is sensed inside of us, but resides apart 

from us.

- “how can we possibly understand it? Otto tells us that we must be let: we must be 

guided through our won consideration and secession of it, through ones own mind, until 

the numinous inside each of us “begins to stir” It cannot be taught, it can only be awakened

- In order to get a numinous state of mind, He suggests to seek out with “sympathy 

and imaginative intuition. “the atmosphere that clings to old religious monuments and 

buildings, to temples and churches”

- How it feels: a gentle tide sweeping over us, imparting a tranquil mood of deepest 

worship in everyday life, other times, it erupts from the depths of the soul. “ we tremble not 

in fear, but in awe”

- There is nothing to measure this  divine experience

- Numinous architecture has a magical presence

- “Otto sees no greater numinous form of architecture than gothic architecture and 

art.

Author: Michael J. Crosbie
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Author: Michael J. Crosbie

- Otto suggests there are three more direct methods of suggesting numinous: 

darkness, silence, and emptiness

- Sagrada Familia in Barcelona: the semi darkness glimmers in vaulted halls, strangely 

quickened and stirred by the mysterious play of half-lights, has always spoken eloquently to 

the soul, and the builders of temples, mosques, and churches have made full use of it

- Can architecture create the numinous?- at best architecture can only symbolize it. It 

suggests presence beyond architecture

- Person visiting sagrada familia in Barcelona: “Despite it’s religious context, I felt as 

though I understood it…and that somehow… it understood me. I don’t know how to describe 

the “it” part, but I certainly was unable to ignore the penetrating bod that was created. I sat 

down where I was able and did what I could to hold back the tears, pred=tending to blow 

my nose as the rest of the visitors passed by me.

Other Readings
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Other Readings

Architecture and Spiritus in the Twenty-first Century

- Architecture as an art: it moves people emotionally and can change a person’s mood

- Architecture can move a person despite their relationship with to the rituals and 

habits of the culture for which it was produced

- Architecture can only speak to the possibility of their being a higher purpose, it 

operates as a poetic imagery.

- “In architecture, pre reflective transformative atmospheres can indeed give place to 

reflective poetic images, completing its cognitive and communicative function, affective 

and intellectual. This is, in essence, its spiritual function.

- It’s hard for the everyday individual to participate in ritual when there is so much 

freedom to be totally responsible for your actions-free will. The secular world

- Architecture must do more than produce comfortable and consumable environments 

with a planned expiration date

Author: Philip Johnson
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 What we can infer from these readings is that architecture though it itself is not 

God, can remind us of God through their symbolism and ability to make the viewer feel 

something. This is done through the use of their material that reflects something Holier 

than itself. The power through this symbolism creates stunning experiences that could be 

noted as numinous or out of this world. Through this knowledge, a building can be more 

powerful than previously. 

Summary
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Figure 23 | Church of Light, photo credit | Dalia Tawil
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PROGRAM
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Project Justification

 There are many reasons to conjure up a project with the means to change something, 

even if that project does not go onto further construction. As the world constantly changes, 

so should our ideas and solutions for problems. The way we influence the future generations 

is by exploring new and different ideas. As imperfect human beings, our goals should be to 

make the imperfections better. Some of the most influential ideas are the most different 

ones. 

 This project is supposed to explore a new way that we can think about church buildings. 

By implementing some new versions and ideas, hopefully i can get minds to think a little 

differently about what they believe their community is about and a church building really 

is. The point is to plant seeds in people for what the future could hold and to help sharpen 

the minds of those that are willing to challenge their own thoughts. Hopefully, I can prove 

that something like this will be beneficial to the community and to church communities 

all around. The need for a better community is all the more pressing with technology and 

pandemics pushing people into isolation.  Coming up with new ways to challenge these 

increasing issues is all the more important. Thats why this project is needed.

 Success is a goal, but not the destination. Though it is the end goal to see the final 

product succeed, it is not necessarily the worst thing to happen if it doesn’t. The project will 

help me and others think in a new way and create an environment of learning and growth. 

New knowledge will be the level of success for this project. The ability to explore new things 

is so important to the success of our future. 
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Historical, Cultural, and Social Context

63

 In the beginning churches looked a lot different than today. After the resurrection of 

Jesus, was when the first church was started for Christianity. It started out in houses, but 

some churches grew in numbers and would have to move to city squares. The first building 

owned by a congregation was in 313 during emperor constantine’s reign. It was a house 

that they remodeled to fit people. From there what we know as a church today was birthed 

(Christianity Today 2021). I believe this knowledge will help propell my design to articulate 

the reason for the church and let the design reflect that. Starting from the homes of people  

, it wasn’t about the building at all. 

 When thinking of a church in America, most people think of your stereotypical 

church , a rectangular building with a tall steeple and a cross attached to the top, with big 

double doors and stairs leading up to them. I think that it will take some time to rid some of 

America’s stereo types with a design. It will be different, so there will be some push back in 

that, but without that how will we share new ideas and create something new? I’m hoping 

my design will help to bring new thought and hope to people.  

Historical Context

Cultural Context
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 Socially, churches are needed in community.. They help communities with donations, 

feeding the poor, bringing hope to people. Churches statistically are good for cities we can 

see this especially during the pandemic when churches were not deemed as essential.  

Disrn.com REPORTS (12/13/20) that church-goers were one exception: “… frequent church 

attendees were the only group in the U.S. that did not experience a mental health decline 

in 2020….Forty-six percent of Americans who regularly attend religious services said their 

mental health is ‘excellent,’ an increase from last year’s 42 percent.” We can see that churches 

are a huge benefit to the community. 

Social Context
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Site and Context Analysis

Views:

65
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 Shown Below are some of the views on the surround area of the site (Site is in Grey).
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Current and Future Views:

 The surrounding area of the site could be described as urban. This site was not chosen 

because of it’s views. Since Fargo is a growing city, there is lots of possibilities where the 

surrounding area around the site become more active. In the graph below, you can see how 

Fargo is growing at a fast rate. The downtown area is increasing at an alarming rate. There 

have been over four new constructions in the past year as of 2021. This alone shows how 

much demand there is for the downtown area.

  The buildings that bring the most excitement and coolest view is the buildings located 

directly north of the building. Architecturally, they are unique and fresh, as well as high rise 

buildings, therefore that make this site feel more city-esque. There is unfortunately a lot of 

parking lots in other directions which will be taken into consideration when designing the 

building. Though this site is right outside the most booming part of downtown, I think that 

my design could bring a fresh new excitement to this little outskirt. The site also allows for 

lots of room for a mixed-use high rise. 

Figure 24 | US Population, photo credit | World Population
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Traffic:

68

 The traffic in the area is somewhat busy. Since it is a downtown location, there a lot of 

people traveling around the site getting to work, restaurants, coffee shops. Though street 

noise is inevitable, this also makes it a prime location for people to see the shops and coffee 

shop. To reiterate, it acts as it’s own advertising.  

 The busiest time for traffic is during work commuting times, in the mornings from 

7am - 9am and then later in the afternoon from 4pm - 6pm is the busiest traffic times like 

shown in the illustrations below. 4th Street North and Northern Pacific Avenue North are 

the most active roads surrounding the site. They are shown in red below. 

Busiest Traffic Surround The Site
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Topography/ Areal Views:

69

 The Site has an existing building on it, that will be re purposed for the future design 

of the site. There will be an addition, but the basis of the existing building will stay. From 

this photo below you can see the extents of the area. The buildings North of the site are 

high rises, versus the other buildings around it are only 3 to 4 floors high. 

 Since the site is located in Fargo area, there is little to no difference in the topography 

of the site. A photo of the topography is located on the next page.

Figure 22 | Fargo ND, photo credit | Google
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Site
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Climate Data:

71

 If a person has ever spent time in Fargo, the weather is pretty distinct for this 

location. There is four seasons, winter lasts for 6 months and summer lasts for 3. The coldest 

temperature can get to below negative 20 degrees while the highest temperature can 

reach over 100. Since North Dakota’s longest season is winter, there are a lot of cloudy days. 

The average amount of sunny days is around 200. There’s about 50 inches of snowfall each 

year, so that makes this place a winter. The humidity stays relatively low even in the summer 

months. With that low sunny day average comes low UV index. The average UV index in the 

Fargo area is 3.10. With the cold weather mixed with a flat landscape, the people that live 

here experience lots of wind. This could be a disadvantage when it’s snowing or the drastic 

drop in temperature, but it could also be a resource for energy. 

 With lower average sunny days, low uv index, this means that solar panels are not 

as effective as it would be in other parts of the US. When constructing in Fargo you have 

to keep in mind the weather when designing. This means that lots of glazing could mean 

your building is colder due to weaker insulation. It could mean that you have to account for 

snow loads and runoff. 
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Performance Criteria

 Being a mixed use building, there will be lots of different kinds of spaces. A lot of the 

more typical spaces like bathrooms, mechanical, offices, and any kind of housing will be 

based off of average sizes. However, the less typical spaces like the workout space, coffee 

shop, merchandise shop, and worship space will be more dependent on specific needs of 

the clients. On the next page I’ve allocated the different spaces in a possibly assembly. The 

circles somewhat represent the possible sizes for the rooms as well. 

Space Allocation

Parking

Coffee 
Shop

Lobby
Worship 

Space

Gym

Parking
Donation 

Center

Offices

Mech.

Storage
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Energy Consumption
 Energy in the world has increased a lot since the demand for being indoors has gone 

up. A good chunk of energy being produced is going towards indoor use. However, we 

can help decrease this with the help of new technology and properly designing it. With 

the newways of construction and design we are able to cut down on energy consumption 

considerably. I plan to implement wall systems that have superior insulating. One of the 

walls will be this Studco Slimwall system.

Figure 24 | Studcosystems, photo credit | Studco US
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Environmental Performance

Behavioral Performance

 With Reduced energy use, this will help the environment by reducing emittions made 

through electricity production. Reducing energy use is one thing, but generating it’s own 

energy is another. I plan on implementing energy producing machines, to help counteract, 

the increasing need for reliable energy sources. Some of the energy sources that will be 

implemented are Thin Film Photovoltaics. These are panels that generate power on sunny 

and cloudy days. Below is a demonstration of what they look like and how they work. 

Figure 25 | David Darling, photo credit | Studco US

 The goal of the whole design is to increase people’s community and to build 

relationships. The increase with everyday interactions will have help people to grow in 

relationships with those around them causing greater joy and happiness in their lives. 

There will be many avenues of life for people to interact like a gym, coffee shop, and worship 

services. Hopefully through these different things, community will grow.
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Psychological Impact

Code Compliance

 The whole design is surrounded on psychological impact. The increased community 

, increased jobs, and giving back will increase joy. The impact would be calculated by the 

success of the different avenues of the building. What i mean by this is, if they’re successful 

by number of people attending or level of income, then the building will be successful 

because people are using it. The building will also envelope this same idea with bringing it 

into the design. The building will hold a modern look,, that is cozy, comfortable, and warm.

 The site’s zoning is commercial. This will go fit along with the typology of the building. 

As, I get further into the design process, I will be looking at specific codes for the design. 

Some of these codes include ADA compliance, Egress, setbacks, and fire hazards. Below is 

a map showing the different zoning of the site and around the site.
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Cost
 The funds for this design will be sourced from a couple locations. There will be an 

initial fund from the church to help pay for it as well as possibly being able to take out a loan. 

The next plan of action is to create fund raising in the community as well as get funding 

from private investors. Another goal for the design is to implement ways to construct this 

building as financial sensitive as possible. This includes implementing used materials and 

local small business, as well as getting local materials. 
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Summary
 Though there are many things to figure out when designing a project like this, it 

helps us to understand the building more and create a successful design. The key factors 

contributing to the success and making sure we have the right information is making sure 

the research is complete, the site has been overlooked many times, and that the vision is 

there. The research though it’s been condensed, is still in way and will be throughout the 

entirety of the project. 

 Before designing, looking at space allocations and how the layout could possibly be 

is an important step. Looking at the amount of space generally needs helps to oversee how 

much room it will take up and to make sure that the site realistically has enough space for 

my design. The bubble diagram demonstrates a very rough version of what this could look 

like. I was able to see how much space each aspect of the building will need and how they 

will fit together.

 Another avenue that will make this a forward thinking design is the energy consumed 

by it. How can we help the planet and make the design more sustaining long term. If the 

building is able to generate it’s own energy, if there are no other energy sources in the 

future will my building be able to survive? The materials, and mechanics integrated will be 

the difference for if this building will survive long term. When it comes to things like this, 

how will we pay for such a mechanism? By using local materials, and used materials, as well 

as making sure every spaces is able to pay for itself will ensure this. 

 Overall, there are many things that are yet to be discovered. The basis of those things 

have been looked through. The big questions of, “is this possible” have been looked through. 

From the beginning of my research, yes it is. I am excited to further new ways to look at 

churches and mixed use buildings especially in the place I call my home, Fargo. 
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Figure 26 | Sainte Chapelle, photo credit |  Connections
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DESIGN
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 I started by first trying to understand how light could enter this space. Taking from the 

previous examples, I drew inspiration from the ability to transport and harness light through 

a tunnel that reaches into the room. I knew that the cross, in turn was the representation 

of the Christian faith. The event of the cross was the foundation and the beginning of life 

for its believers. From understanding this rip and tear we saw a journey happen and a story 

starting to be told.

First Stages of Design
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Second Model

 This next rip and tear model took the previous model a step further. It became more 

detailed and the design began to form into the more recognizable structure.
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The Cross
Surrounding   
Community                
 Space

Worship Space
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Final Model
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Design

First Floor Plan
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Second Floor Plan
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Third Floor Plan
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Final Program
 The First floor is made up of a community space, indoor playground, public kitchen, 

and the chapel. The first floor revolves around the cross. Different aspects of the first church 

dynamic were thought of when designing this. On the second floor there’s the building 

offices, classrooms, and circulation. The second floor has more of the practical needs for 

the building. There is transparency as you are able to see the floor below in places. Then we 

move onto the third floor. This space is designed for reflectance. It’s filled with a reflecting 

prayer room, circulation and meeting space, a bridge, and rooftop garden. These spaces 

are ment to intertwine and tell the story of becoming stronger in one’s faith journey. This 

design was created to remind people of God, each feature purposefully chosen to speak 

more to the character of Christ. 
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South Elevation
  The facade is made with stone- a type of brick. On the south Facade there is a 

perferated wall that is used for a diffused light into the reflection room. The chapel is done 

in a white concrete that offers a stark contrast to the stone. The material reflects what goes 

on inside them. 
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SouthEast Elevation

SouthEast Section
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Entrance into Chapel
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Chapel
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Classroom
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Entrance into Reflection 
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Reflection/Prayer Space
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Resonse to Site Context

 The Site is located at the center of town refrenced back to the first churches. This 

helps people to be more involved with the church on a daily basis. The site is sandwhiched 

between two other highrises. Because of this the site is focused inward and toward the 

street. 

Response to Precedent Research
  The design was focused around the research of the first church and then to how 

churches used material and light throughout history. Throughout the design I referenced 

back to the many books and notes I had made throughout the process of this project. This 

helped me to have a stronger design than before and was a very important aspect of this 

project.



119

Response to Goals
  During the duration of the year, the goals of this project began to change and take 

form as more research was done. It became clear that the mission for this project needed 

to be reavaluated as time went on. The goals that were stated earlier were the first intents, 

written below are the newer goals, that I believe the design answers. 

 - To create a church that encourages Christian faith to thrive, by creating spaces and 

reminders throughout every aspects of life. 

- This space is to move Christians through architecturel to remember their love for 

Jesus christ.

- This building will draw those that aren’t Christians into the space through intriguing 

and moving architecture

- Colossians 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 

in your hearts to God.”

- Ephesians 2:19-22: “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole 

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are 

being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”

- This building will act as the body by providing avenues which all members can use 

their abilities and in which all members can join together. There is a place for connection, 

work, eating, outreach, worship.

- A building that reflects the body of christ

- Design something that houses something greater than it is, however is a reflection of 

what’s inside
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FINAL PRESENTATION
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Presentation Slides
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 The presentation was layed out in such a way that would help demonstrate the 

reason for the existence of the church and how we could design to help people experience 

something that they never have before. By showing different aspects that help us to see 

the church in a new way, as well as create desire to see change. I then offered one possible 

idea to conclude the message. 
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Presentation Speech

 Churches are known throughout the world as some of the most beautiful buildings. 

Some of the most widely known; St. Peter’s Basilica, Italy, or Notre-Dame De Paris, France 

display Material and light, tall steeples, and metaphorical architecture. We see over the 

continuation of time that these distinct links to religious architecture become nearly extinct. 

Different priorities have been set before the church from before the 17th century to modern 

day. Indeed, change is inevitable when faced with time and combined with human nature. 

Thus, birthing an ever-growing view on church architecture as well as the people using 

these buildings. Within the change we somehow lost our priority of spaces that make us 

feel and connecting with the people that share these experiences. This thesis looks at the 

old and the new, and the power of understanding how we can bridge the gap for better 

architecture, better community, and more apprehension for church buildings. 

 In order to understand the change of churches, we must dive deep into the 

understanding of how the church started and why we have these buildings. Church 

buildings were birthed from a need for a large congregation of people to meet. Houses were 

no longer able to house congregations because of the growing population of Christianity. It 

was up to bigger buildings or simply meeting in the town square to gather, to worship, and 

commune. This quote further shows an image of the original use of these buildings, 

“And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold 

their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshipped 

together at the temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s supper, and shared their 

meals with great joy and generosity, all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill 

of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being                        
                                                       saved.” (Acts 2:44-47) 
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 The need to meet in one space could no longer be contained in small houses. Thus, 

we have the birth of the church building. Further, their inspiration for making them more 

than just a building was no doubt inspired by their newfound life of Faith and most likely 

the Jewish temples that existed before the time of Jesus Christ.

 When discussing religious architecture, you must talk about “holy” or metaphysical 

encounters. I have read countless stories of people experiencing something when walking 

into a church building through the study of this topic. Here is an example of a person visiting 

Sagrada Familia in Barcelona without relations to Christianity: “Despite its religious context, 

I felt as though I understood it…and that somehow….It understood me. I don’t know how to 

describe the “it” where I was able and did what I could to hold back the tears, pretending to 

blow my nose as the rest of the visitors passed by me.” 

 There are countless other testimonies to the precious presence of numinous 

architecture. Another way for it to be said, it feels like a gentle tide sweeping over us, imparting 

a tranquil mood of deepest worship in everyday life, other times, it erupts from the depths 

of the soul. “We tremble not in fear, but in awe”.  As quoted in the chapter “Calling Forth the 

Numinous in architecture”, “How can we possibly understand it? Otto tells us that we must 

be let: we must be guided through our own consideration and discussion of it, through 

one’s own mind, until the numinous inside each of us “begins to stir” it cannot be taught, 

it can only be awakened.” In the Christian culture this feeling is known as the presence of 

God. These feelings are in a sense encouraged by using different architectural techniques. 

To reiterate, the church building itself does not bring otherness or holy presence, but it can 

encourage a person to these experiences. It symbolizes and suggests presence beyond 

architecture. I believe that everyone can agree that architecture is about creating a human 

experience.
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 Gothic architecture uses lots of metaphors and imagery to help the human experience 

through the church. Before the 17th century we see cathedral churches that play with the 

use of light and stone. These churches were built upon poetic imagery. Every thought put 

into this building was designed with a significant purpose: to glorify and remind us of a 

living God. The stones placed into these buildings were not just another rock that is built  

upon, but instead a living part of what was happening inside this sacred structure. 

It’s said by Jason Crow, “The joining of the stones made them more sacred, like the joining 

of individual lights within a house.” It can be referenced back to the purpose of the church: 

people joining together in worship like the stones that are put together for the building that 

houses them. A clear metaphor that we see is one talked about in Ephesians in the bible, 

“having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 

being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into 

a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God 

in the Spirit.” Every material and attribute to the design has purpose and meaning. This is 

how we design a moving building.  

 Working hand in hand with stone, light shows us its own story. Light is a tangible 

phenomenon that is critical to life. Without it we could not exist.  It’s used countless times 

throughout the bible which is a collection of books that the Christian faith uses to base their 

life from. In the creation story from the bible, located in Genesis, it says, “Then God said, ‘Let 

there be light,’ and there was light from the darkness.” This is the first thing that God speaks 

into creation, from there “let there be space”, then land, vegetation, stars, animals, and lastly 

humans in this same fashion.
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  To emphasize this topic, God himself is described as light throughout the bible, as 

well as many metaphors associated with light and darkness meaning good and evil. So, 

as we can see light is a very important aspect to the church and is seen as more than 

just a natural phenomenon, but a reminder of God or Jesus Christ himself. When we see 

magnificent works of art from cathedrals, they demonstrate this same outlook by directing 

the light, letting it speak this same story. This is how earlier cathedrals saw the light. It was 

an indication of the “holy” and an inspiration for their architecture.

 In more modern times (after the 17th century) we see that metaphors and overall 

image of the church changes immensely. This is most likely due to changing outlook 

on culture and society. Practicality and rationality are two words that could describe this 

outlook.  This has left less room for people to seek out spiritual needs, as well as architecture 

that caters to this specific need.

  Churches were used as the town community center, the main place to gather, they 

are now being turned into apartment buildings, gyms, or left empty until Sunday. This is 

problematic because it leaves less space for believers to connect, encourage, and worship 

on a more regular basis. The need for churches has been lost and leaves people with less 

connection to spirituality. This has happened through a slow progression through time. One 

of the causes of this was the sprawl movement. This movement didn’t just push people out 

of cities, but also churches. This resulted in it becoming a destination verses an everyday 

part of life. The designs of these churches followed the copy and paste approach, and we 

were left with a typical suburban building. Consequently, the church is no longer a place 

where people shared their lives and creating only a shell of what the church was supposed 

to be.



141

 One of the new movements included the idea of meeting for church in a “non-church 

building.” These were gyms, movie theaters, old warehouses, etc. Though their outlook of 

rationality towards easier finances and views that spirituality can take place anywhere were 

not necessarily bad, it leaves out many possibilities of something greater. A quote from a 

book I read regarding the history of the church building says, “Nonchurch design does not 

reject the idea that the worship and communal life which transpires within the space is 

actually quite exceptional; rather, it seeks to underscore the notion that life in God takes 

place in the mundane, both inside and outside the building where the church meets.” This 

means that it didn’t necessarily take a grand building to be able to connect with God. It was 

done in the mundane everyday life. In this, believers found freedom in meeting at any place, 

however, there was a loss of symbolism and moving people through architecture, as well 

as less accessibility. As stated before, this idealism could be harmful due to the decreasing 

persistence to be together. Togetherness was a key component of the first churches and 

gatherings.

 According to Lifeway Research, 75% of Christians say they need other believers to help 

them to grow in their walk with God. Only 39% say spiritual matters come up as a normal 

part of their daily conversations with other Christians. What’s even more interesting is that 

overall church attendance is declining. A common factor to this could be that people say 

their lives are too busy, or they no longer see an importance to meeting as a congregation 

as well as less accessibility to a place that houses these congregations. As we can see there 

is less desire to visit even on a once-a-week basis. Maybe a way to enlighten society about 

the unparalleled experience of being in togetherness is by showing people this in the 

architecture itself.
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 In more recent research of using material as a means for creating a spiritual place, is 

done in an intriguing demonstration of the power of light in an experiment by one of John 

Hejduk’s students. In more modern times she demonstrates how there is more to everyday 

light. The experiment is done with boxes lined with photo negatives. The boxes have holes 

pierced through them to allow light to shine through, “two eyes, looking at each other.” 

It’s described like a person looking into another person’s eyes. It’s through looking at each 

other that they have empathy for one another. The light goes into the box and is reflected 

back as a new image never seen before. The photos express a different form of the ordinary 

light that is seen every day. The photos create beautiful pictures of something entirely new. 

Taking something that we see so often and has been there since the start of our time, will 

be transferred into something that is entirely new.  This in turn, is shown in the chapel of the 

wedding of the sun and the moon. The light from the sun, the moon, and stars, essentially 

some key components of our world, shines onto the body of Christ hung on a cross which 

is suspended between these holes that allow the light of these components in. So, in this 

marriage of light, it represents Jesus being at the center of the universe. I took a deeper 

look at this when considering my own design. 

 This design starts in the heart of Downtown Fargo. Historically, as churches started 

to develop, they eventually became a crucial part of a town. their location was conveniently 

placed at the center of the city for the community to use, worship, host big gatherings, 

and storing grains. Though downtown Fargo has many churches already, I wanted to 

reinvent these buildings into something that helps us understand the first church to now.  

Correspondingly, locating it in an area where lives are constantly intertwining helps people 

to use this space on a more regular basis. The design purpose of the architecture is to help 
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 people stop and remember, as well as provide a space where the coming together of 

people can refreshen their lives and grow their faith.

 This is a block north of us, and currently is under construction for the building you 

see currently. I am proposing a new idea in place of this one. Included in this building is 

an open kitchen, gathering space, indoor playground, classrooms, reflection space, and a 

rooftop Garden. A place of worship is starkly contrasted against the dark stone exterior. It 

was thought as a heart that is protected by it’s body.. Enclosed around an area of worship is 

a space of fellowship. A place used for sharing with one another their life and a meal, a place 

to understand themselves, others and the world around them. The stained glass imparts 

light throughout the spaces in a colorful and playful atmosphere. 

 When emersed in the space they are intern emersed in a holy atmosphere. This 

atmosphere looks like enjoyment of one another’s company, sharing meals with those 

around them, and leaning into a space with joy. With them, the presence of God imparted 

on them during more common day to day experiences. During times of specific meetings 

for a message and time of worship, the people move to the center structure. Between 

the buildings is filled with light that bonds them together and floods between them. The 

exterior is presented as round and smooth with a Slit cut out that presents itself as the 

entrance.

 When you walk through the doors you are introduced with more color and light and 

then led into a room that stands still. Its image is a cross reflected onto the space. The 

physical cross is not only a means of an image that stands for the Christian faith but is 

actually a part of the structure itself. The cross’ horizontal arms reach into the surrounding 

building acting as a support system.
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 Located on the second floor are the classrooms. Every room is introduced to light in 

some viable way. The classrooms are visible to the light that surrounds the building itself. 

The glass is clear and visible to its surrounding area helping to see the cross’s strength as it 

holds up the building around it and to see the color of light below as it reflects itself on the 

curved wall surrounding it. Resting above the cross is a bridge connecting each side of the 

building. Located in this tunnel is a singular window that shows the cross along your way to 

the other side of the building. It connects a reflection space and a room that allows access 

to the rooftop garden. 

 Each room’s light helps the viewer to see in a different way. The community space is 

bright and fun, exciting and playful. The second floor shows light clearly and bluntly. The 

third level shows light completely different from those three. The perforated wall diffuses 

light into the reflection room. The light is far yet near, as the light tries to reach itself into the 

room. This light is still and restful. There is no movement. It shows a quietness. 

 In the discovery of this design, there was a discovery of God. New understandings 

came about through the process of learning what this building could offer. Could it truly 

help people to understand their faith better? This was the case for me as the design unfolded 

itself. I started by first trying to understand how light could enter this space. Taking from the 

previous examples, I drew inspiration from the ability to transport and harness light through 

a tunnel that reaches into the room. I knew that the cross, in turn was the representation 

of the Christian faith. The event of the cross was the foundation and the beginning of life 

for its believers. From understanding this rip and tear we saw a journey happen and a story 

starting to be told.
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  I learned so much from this one design on the power from each purposeful metaphor. 

This model is truly only the beginning of this design and process. I can’t imagine how much 

more can be discovered if more trials were put in place. Materials and light are powerful 

things that can bring meaning to once bland and thoughtless things. This helped me to 

see that when people experience this building, they are possibly experiencing a part of God 

himself. In this city that is experiencing a mundane day to day life, there is a place that is 

not mundane, and is purposeful. The past reminds us of how things started, it is the place 

that our designing must flow out of, with the careful consideration of everything that we’ve 

learned since then. 
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Discussion Take-Aways

  Though i had ideas of creating a new church, there was something missing in the 

overall design that didnt hit the mark. Instead of secregating the spaces, it was suggested 

to play with the idea of using one space for everything, helping to conjoin ideas and 

metaphors. A way to help get the design to that point is to spend more time on the design 

itself. There could have been more thinking when it came to understanding each space. To 

possibly take a step back and see what the design is really doing. 

 Going forward, i plan on doing just that for this project. I would spend more time 

being creative and thinking outside the box. I would research more on how flex spaces 

work and how that can intertwine with spirituality. There are many design solutions that 

could possibly hit the mark. That’s beaiuty of design. There is never really a clear answer, 

only creative guesses. 
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                            NEW   NEW & &             THE OLD        THE OLD
      THE CHURCH                THE CHURCH          
                                                                                    OF THE    OF THE

DOWNTOWN FARGO, ND

 Churches undoubtably serve as an inspiration for many architects. Their emotional and physical presence 
to move people is undeniable. However, we can see a shift in their design and meaning through time. As 
the world changes so does the physical church building and our understanding of their light and material. 
From the Gothic cathedral to American sprawl, the desire for beauty has more and more turned into rational 
practicality. This problem not only affected the aesthetics of these buildings but can also has high probability of 
affecting the spiritual encounter that can happen through their design. The beginning church serves a different 
purpose than what we see in America today.  In the bible we see how the first Christian church functioned, 
“And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their property 
and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshipped together at the temple each 
day, met in homes for the Lord’s supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity¬- all the while 
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people” (Acts 2:44-47). The design proposal at hand is to take 
the old and the new to make something that resembles previous times in a modern context. By encouraging 
people to understand the meaning of the church better through moving architecture by using light as a 
reminder of God’s presence and creating a space for developing everyday community in the heart of the city. 
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 Old cathedrals were a 
source of inspiration due 
to their ability to affect 
people just by stepping 
foot into the building. Why 
are these buildings so 
powerful? their use of light 
and material are a reminder 
of God’s presence. There 
are lots of testimonials 
that these buildings make 
people feel something 
despite differential beliefs. 
Their design was sourced 
around the metaphors of 
christian faith.

 Light is one of the 
most important uses of 
imagery in this design. It’s 
a tangible phenomenon 
that is critical to life. Without 
it we could not exist.  In the 
bible God is described 
as light himself.  The stain 
glass windows are used as 
a reminder of God’s light. 
When illuminated, it creates 
color paintings that dance 
along the floors and walls 
throughout the building. It 
is one of the main assets of 
this design. 

 The cross was created  to 
inflict the most extreme pain 
a human can experience. It’s 
intriguing that it is the symbol 
for hope in the christian 
faith.  It’s now a reminder 
of the death Jesus once 
experienced. The cross is  
placed at the center  of this 
design in the chapel.  It spans 
across the whole building 
supporting the 2nd and 3rd 
levels. There’s an opening of 
light that shines on the cross 
illuminating it’s shadow on 
the walls.
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-  Design a space that revitalizes the church by taking the original purpose for the church and bringing it into    -  Design a space that revitalizes the church by taking the original purpose for the church and bringing it into    
modern context.modern context.

-  Create an exciting place for people come socialize on a daily basis.-  Create an exciting place for people come socialize on a daily basis.
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has left less room for people to seek out spiritual needs, as well as architecture that caters to this specific need. Churches were used has left less room for people to seek out spiritual needs, as well as architecture that caters to this specific need. Churches were used 
as the town community center, the main place to gather, they are now being turned into apartment buildings, gyms, or left empty as the town community center, the main place to gather, they are now being turned into apartment buildings, gyms, or left empty 
until Sunday. This is problematic because it leaves less space for believers to connect, encourage, and worship on a more regular until Sunday. This is problematic because it leaves less space for believers to connect, encourage, and worship on a more regular 
basis. The need for churches has been lost and leaves people with less connection to spirituality. This has happened through a slow basis. The need for churches has been lost and leaves people with less connection to spirituality. This has happened through a slow 
progression through time. One of the causes of this, was the sprawl movement. This movement didn’t just push people out of cities, progression through time. One of the causes of this, was the sprawl movement. This movement didn’t just push people out of cities, 
but also churches. This resulted in it becoming a destination verses an everyday part of life. but also churches. This resulted in it becoming a destination verses an everyday part of life. 
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Previous Studio Experience

1st Year
Fall: Ronald Ramsay

Spring: Heather Fischer

2nd Year
Fall: Charlott Greub

Spring: Milton Yergens

3rd Year
Fall: Paul Gleye

Spring: Regin Schwaen

4th Year
Fall: Amar Hussein

Spring: Mark Barnhouse

5th Year
Fall: Ganapothy Mahalingam

Spring: Stephen Wischer
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Greta Vogeler

About NDSU: “though I came to NDSU to 
learn about architecture, I have learned way 
more about myself than anything. I am forev-
er grateful for that experience and how it has 
shaped me to be a designer.”

Personal Identification




