
Architecture for the Need is a low-income school, community, 
and public housing center designed to bring together and sup-
port those who can most benefit from the power of architec-
ture. Our most at-risk and in need are usually those dealing with 
the struggles of living below the poverty line. Architecture can 
create a place for those with little else - to give them a place to 
not only live, but thrive. Using inspiration from Anne Lacaton 
and Jean Philippe Vassal regarding their ideas of reinventing 
public housing, this landscraper collects education, housing, 
childcare, a library, a soup kitchen, and four distinct courtyards 
to offer hope, assistance, and necessities to its residents and 
the surrounding neighborhood. Using affordable materials such 
as precast concrete panels for a clean, simple design, putting 
first the ideas of light and life, this thesis strives to create a place 
that brings people together in a community and lifts them up. 

FOR THE NEED

North Elevation

East Elevation

South Elevation

West Elevation

Spatial Ideation

Housing

Public

Cost per S.F. Floor Area Total

$133.62 96,972 s.f.
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Estimated Distrubited Costs Per S.F.

Total Cost of Build: $30,210,795
Totals calculated using the RSMeans Data 
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