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City of Fargo

“Child as client. While developing a
design for healthcare environments, it is
important to stay in contact with the people
we are designing for; children and families.

(source unknown)
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“The essential experience derived from its
forms, spaces, colours, textures, and scents
is one of healing. The environment helps to
strengthen the will, believed to be essential
to the process of self-healing and rebalanc-
ing the individual.”

Erik Asmussen




place is crucial in the overall success of the

desire to cognitively control their sense of
design.

Understanding the children s intrinsic




I
|

(source unknown)

“Children who are well-surrounded by fam-
ilies and by caring medical staff have

quicker response time in healing.
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process

The developmental process in design
begins with basic line sketches. These
graphic representations distill impor-
tant design information into its purity.
The evolution can begin with simple
forms until manipulated several times
over in order to resolve a solution into a
completed design thought.

Schematic design can be thought of
as “graphical serendipity” - meaning
a series of graphical events taking
place in order for discovery and matu-
ration of the design evolution.

The schematic phase is important to a
project because it is where design
begins.
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Many technical issues dealing with infection control
have extreme importance in the design of a healthy
children’s facility. @ Others issues dealing with
humidity, sound control, thermal envelope, sustain-
ability and future flex also have an important role in
the design of healthcare environments.

The ‘Center for Children with Special Needs’
accounted for these technical issues by developing
a “Healthy Wall” system. Heavy timber being the
main structural system is clad in a special structural
insulated panel system that provides the wall with
the technical aspects, yet keeps the innate aesthetic
value of the timber. The exterior wall is designed in
such a way that it is allowed to breath, and the
interior finishes create a comforting environment
that alleviates mold, allergens and bacteria from
becoming present.
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