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hy Willmar?

| chose Willmar because of its
rapid growth rate, demographic
diversity and its need for a new
Jr.High School. The current
population is nearly 18,500. The
median age is 34.2 and 31.3% of
the total population is com-
posed of families with children
under the age of eighteen. The
race of the Willmar area is pri-
marily white at 88.1% while the

Proposed Residential

Hispanic and Latino population L
makes up about 15.9% of the &
total population. Having such a &
diverse population means that I

there will also be a diverse
climate of students with-in the Vo
school system requiring differ-
ent needs to be examined.
Another large determining
factor for chosing to do a new Jr.
High School was the fact that a
Willmar Public Schools asses-
ment was done in the summer J
of 2005 and it determined that
the existing Jr.High was in the
most need of repair and code
updates. The estimate to fix
these issues was 3.5 million Proposed Residential
dollars.
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Existing YMCA to the south of site.
he Process

| began the process by taking
photographs of my site and
also by recalling memories of The Willmar Jr.High School is
the site from my childhood. programmed for the following:
For as long as | can remember 700 Students " |
my site has always been a field Grades 7 -8 | i
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changes that occur during your 2 Counselors __ E o — i - :
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ull Building Section . ) |
- B important things to me was to create a school environ-
(e s syobilae Aot Scale:1/32"=1"-0 ment that is flexible and functional. To achieve this |
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VVhile further desinging the layout of the school |
wanted to maintain a certain level of linear relationships
to tie back to the corn rows that once occupied the site.
| did not intend to design the school around a linear
cirrculation path, instead | wanted to represent the lines
in the structure while creating a unique circulation path
for the students. This path was designed to represent
the many different obsticles one may come upon during
there education in the Willmar Public School System.

Having the larger volume spaces away from the rest of
the classrooms allows those spaces to be used after the
regular school day is over and not have the users of
those spaces move into the rest of school.
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